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EDITORIAL 


Sam Houston, the first president of the Republic of Texas, and victor (over Santa Anna) at the pivotal 
battle of San Jacinto. . . following the ill fated battle of the Alamo . . . aman whom Andrew Jackson had 
declared “would be enrolled among the greatest chieftains” . .. was throughout his career. . .aman who 
had been known to... take a drink . .. on occasion. In 1838 Houston was rejected by the electorate of 
Texas, despite his dominant role in that land’s history, and there came to the presidency Mirabeau Buo- 
naparte Lamar, a violinist, poet, and Houston foe. In 1841 Houston returned to the presidency, swamping 
Lamar’s candidate, David Burnet. Most Texans had reached the conclusion that, for all his private weak- 
nesses ... “Houston... drunk in a ditch . . . is worth a thousand of Lamar and Burnet”. 

As quoted in “Story of the Great American West,” 


A California shooter writes to tell us that 
he has been so inspired by the November’s 
editorial (the emergence of the P.S.S.O.F. 
movement) that he plans to send us, under 
separate cover, complete blueprints and 
design details for his individually developed 
“20 shot magazine for the Ruger No. 1 
Rifle” (which is of course a falling block sin- 
gle shot). Naturally we are quite enthusias- 
tic that our publication has been selected to 
introduce this unique, to say nothing of pro- 
found, development to the masses. There is 
some talk of a one-issue-only price increase 
when we do publish this landmark work . . . 
of course. But then again, we are sure that 
our readership will recognize value received 
when they see it . . . or trip over it. 

Well, dear reader, the long awaited PPC 
brass has of course arrived on our shores. A 
bit late for the 1988 shooting season per- 
haps, but the six months or so before the 
start of the 1989 season will give you, hope- 
fully, adequate time to take a second job, so 
that you will be able to afford a few exam- 
ples of the wonder that has come to pass. 
We have had quite a bit of comment about 
the new brass ... and our first thought is 
that some shooters should have their mouth 
washed out with soap . . . quite deplorable 
selection of verbiage, really . . . even with all 
due allowance for this being an emotional 
subject, gentlemen. Almost without excep- 
tion our correspondents (be it written or ver- 
bal) have taken old Anglo-Saxon words .. . 
of four letters . .. added “ing” to the end of 
the words (thereby making it an adjective, of 
course)... .andrun through a terse little dis- 
course, with invariably excessive use of 
those crude words. A few had even reached 
the point where they were using the freshly 
created adjective ... as an adverb (i.e., in 
conjunction with a verb, rather than with a 
noun). Of course, when passions run deep, 
it is always, alas, the Mother Tongue which 
suffers . . . it was ever thus. Somewhere to- 
night, dear reader, a number of deceased 
English teachers are turning over in their re- 
spective graves. So to speak. 

What have we heard relative to those 
cases? Sorting out the profanity, of course. 
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Well, we'll skip the many, many comments 
we've heard by phone, and refer you to an 
admirable review of the new brass by Bill 
Bailey, of Shepherdstown, West Virginia, 
which (most unfortunately) | cannot shoe- 
horn into this issue because it arrived too 
late. Mr. Bailey’s review of the new brass, a 
scholarly ten typed pages, will appear in our 
next issue. But we'll give you a small peep 
into the article conclusions . . . much softer 
brass ... holds 1.2 grains less powder on 
average than the previous lot. . . and, short 
of back-to-the-wall loads (Mr. Bailey is a 
most capable shooter, and no red-cheeked 
little school boy when it comes to tilting the 
powder can). . . youcan expect about 3050 
feet per second out of the case with 68 grain 
match bullets. Mr. Bailey’s testing was 
done with chronograph assistance. Also the 
brass flows forward like molasses flowing 
down hill in August. Shades of the deuce! 

From what we can see, depending on 
where you buy them, the new cases are sell- 
ing in a price range of 78¢ to 85¢. That’s the 
price per cartridge case, if you are con- 
fused. We remember the days of the original 
PPC Corporation, and then the distributor- 
ship of G&C Brass. They ended up charg- 
ing, in early 1988, somewhere around 50¢ 
each. . .and alot of shooters thought it was 
highway robbery ... “being taken advan- 
tage of”, etc. Well, gentlemen, benchrest 
shooters no longer control the distribution 
of PPC cases. . . ithas gone back to the big 
corporations. Give us a big smile, Bucky, 
and tell us how glad you are that those 
crooked benchrest shooters are no longer 
gouging you! 


There is some news, indeed some VERY 
interesting news out of Loanoke, Arkansas 
these days. Yes, Emma, Loanoke is the 
town of domicile for the Remington Arms 
ammunition factory. And of course based 
on all the exciting things in the world of ex- 
treme rifle accuracy to come out of Loanoke 
in the 1980s ... well, it’s sort of the last 
place | would look for anything exciting, to 
tell you the truth. 

Ah, David, David . . . did you really think 


from Readers Digest 


that Remington had deserted the benchrest 
world? Did you? (At which point the entire 
readership of Precision Shooting magazine 
choruses “Hell, yes”). Gentlemen, gentle- 
men ... there will always be an England! 
(that’s nice, but we’re talking about Arkan- 
sas here). 

Gentlemen, at the 1989 Shot Show (in 
January) Remington will introduce the 6BR 
factory cartridge. Ordinarily | would be 
underwhelmed at news like this, maybe 
even nod off and snore during the an- 
nouncement. But, for reasons that we will 
shortly share with you (if you’re good little 
fellows) . . . we are sort of swept off our feet 
by both what and how they propose to bring 
this about. 

The first thing that dazzled us ... Joe 
Jakonczuk, Remington’s development en- 
gineer (and from what | can tell . . . a pretty 
sharp character) actually called us to talk 
about it. It’s not a matter of an ego trip on 
our part ... it’s just that we ARE the 
benchrest shooter's magazine ... and if 
you're going to bring out a benchrest car- 
tridge . . . it doesn’t seem too off the wall, to 
me anyway, to talk to the benchrest world 
about it. The people who have recently in- 
troduced 36X scopes are a case in point. 
Other than the benchrest shooters, don’t 
ask me who they plan on selling them to. 
But, | guess the marketing department of 
these companies reached the decision .. . 
“let's just get the thing into production, and 
getit on the shelves of the gun stores. Soon- 
er or later, one of the dumb blankety-blanks 
will notice it, and hopefully he’ll then tell his 
friends about it”. A noted benchrest gun- 
smith recently wrote to one of these facto- 
ries, and gave them a pretty comprehensive 
run-down on the problems that he was hav- 
ing with the scope. They were kind enough 
to write back to him, and suggest that he not 
go messin’ around changing the parallax 
settings. Naturally, this was a big help to the 
ignorant fellow. 

Remington plans on having a great deal 
of control over their 6BR brass runs. Ordi- 
narily the American ammo factories have 

Continued on page 41 


WHAT I LEARNED THIS SEASON 


Benchrest shooting, like any other com- 
petitive sport, should always be in a state of 
flux. There are some among us that never 
change a thing and steadfastly maintain 
that nothing “new” has taken place or been 
developed in ten or more years. | don’t hap- 
pen to agree with this point of view, but | do 
understand how this line of thinking is prop- 
agated. 

The people that say they are bored with 
the game today are probably not the “exper- 
imental type” and prefer to leave equipment 
and technique development up to others. | 
believe the research and development as- 
pects of the sport are a very big part of the 
game and are as important today as they 
were in our formative years. 

Equipment refinements like competition 
triggers, plastic stocks, dot reticles, coned 
bolts, lightweight actions, glass bedding 
systems, match grade barrels, cleaning 
products and techniques, and super accu- 
rate cartridges didn’t happen by accident. 
They are the products of tireless dedication 
and an unrelenting desire to achieve perfec- 
tion. 

In the early days of the game if you 
weren't a machinist, gunsmith, stocker, or 
“otherwise connected,” you had a rough 
row to hoe. You weren't left out in the cold, 
but it was all you could do to keep up with 
“state-of-the-art.” Of course, it wasn’t re- 
ferred to in those exact terms back then but 
the result was the same. I’d be willing to bet 
it was even more frustrating in those days 
then it is now because accuracy related 
breakthroughs came more frequently and 
were more dramatic. 

Contrary to years past, the majority of 
benchrest shooters do not build their own 
guns, dies, or other necessary components. 
Most shooters rely on the skills of others to 
provide them with what they need to be 
competitive. This is fine but . . . you need to 
have more than good equipment to place in 
the top ten of even a local match today. You 
need to be well versed in basic marksman- 
ship techniques, the technical aspects of 
load development, and be a fierce competi- 
tor on top of it. 

The fellas that have been around a while 
will tell you that in the early days they didn’t 
do as much shooting as we do today. They 
spent a lot of their time building rifles and tin- 
kering. Today we have all the time and op- 
portunity in the world to shoot but some still 
claim they are bored. The pioneers of this 
sport didn’t have time to be bored! 
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by 


John J. Gammuto 


Is it possible that too many of us are trying 
to buy “good old fashioned Yankee ingenui- 
ty?” Will the game ultimately suffer in the 
long run because of this dramatic change in 
the average shooter’s profile? These are 
difficult questions to respond to, but if an in- 
creasing number of people are heard to be 
saying, “I’m bored,” that may be a clue. 

If your only interest is in the trigger pulling, 
| can understand you occasionally getting 
bored. There is another whole aspect of this 
sport you are missing out on and believe me 
it is anything but boring. 

We all know people who have tried to buy 
their way into the winner’s circle. You know 
as well as | do, it simply doesn’t work that 
way. You could spend $10,000 on a rifle; if 
you don’t know how to shoot it, you’re not 
going to be taking home a gold plaque. 

We all do not have the resources, time, or 
inclination to engage in major experimental 
activities. Nor do we all have to have record- 
holding cartridges named after us to feel we 
have contributed something to the sport. 
We discover small things all the time, some- 
times quite by accident. Maybe they are not 
major design breakthroughs that will 
change the complexion of the game for 
years to come, but they do help us achieve 
our immediate goals and show progress in 
one way or another. My advice to those that 
say they are bored is, experiment at what- 
ever level you can afford or have the time 
for. When you come to some conclusions in 
your research, let the rest of us know about 
it. It's as simple as that. 

There are several things that | have done 
this year that absolutely have had a positive 
effect on my shooting. The first thing, above 
all else, has been the construction and use 
of my OWN set of wind flags. For years | had 
been just showing up at matches and using 
what was available. If you don’t care about 
ever winning a match, | highly recommend 
this practice. |am not saying that if you don’t 
have flags you will NEVER win matches or 
even place respectfully. Certainly there are 
people out there who don’t even own a flag 
who occasionally pull one out, but believe 
me, it is the exception rather than the rule. 
Every top ranked shooter that | know owns 
a set of flags and knows how to use 
them. 

Not only do you need to have your OWN 
flags but you have to practice reading them. 
You need to know what the various direc- 
tions, angles, and tail flickerings mean in 
terms of bullet impact on the target. Rede- 


sign and fine tune your flags until they are as 
responsible to wind condition changes as 
YOU want them to be. 

The other thing that contributed to my im- 
proved performance this season was the in- 
creased and more scientific use of a chrono- 
graph for load development purposes. | 
experimented with more powder, bullet, 
and primer combinations than | ever had 
previously and it paid off. | kept good re- 
cords and paid attention to things like tem- 
perature and barometer readings. 

As a result of these experiments, | was 
better able to understand what impact tem- 
perature changes have on the flight of the 
bullet and whether or not powder correc- 
tions were warranted. | didn’t handicap my- 
self by only having one “perfect load.” | had 
several powder, bullet combinations to go 
to if things seemed to be slipping away from 
me for one reason or another. It generally 
improved my performance by bolstering my 
confidence in my ability to deal with chang- 
ing conditions. When you are ANTICIPAT- 
ING a specific reaction to a variable, like 
temperature or wind velocity, it is a whole lot 
easier to deal with. If something takes you 
by surprise, your first reaction usually is one 
that stems from panic rather than experi- 
ence or logic. If you panic or are confused 
and pull the trigger poorly just one time, you 
may find yourself dropping from first to last 
place just that quickly. It has happened to 
me many times. Friends of mine will testify 
to the fact that | have provided them with 
many lessons on “how not to do things.” 

| believe over the years | have made every 
conceivable mistake that pertains to this 
sport. | have taken myself out of many a 
contest by committing one fatal error. The 
one thing | have in my favor is it is unlikely 
you will ever see me repeat the same mis- 
take twice. | try to learn something from 
each and every error in judgement, lapse in 
concentration, or mechanical difficulty. 

If you will take my advice on these two 
subjects alone you will save yourself a lot of 
aggravation. The first is to buy or make a set 
of wind flags and learn how to use them. 
The second is get your hands on a chrono- 
graph and get serious about using it for load 
equipment. 

| asked a couple of other shooters to 
share their thoughts on the subject and | 
hope their comments are as thought pro- 
voking to you as they were to me. 

John J. Gammuto 
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TURK TAKANO 


What did | learn this season? | had fun 
working on my big (unlimited) gun, with the 
objective of getting my ten shots down- 
range as quickly as possible. That way, 
maybe | could shoot the entire group before 
the conditions changed. This involved pre- 
venting any movement of the base between 
shots, and returning to battery as fast as 
possible. The first objective was gained by 
increasing the weight of the gun — use 
steel, not aluminum, and work out regularly 
so you don’t get a hernia lifting it up on the 
bench. The second objective was achieved 
by using rubber bungee cords to return to 
battery. This experimentation was lots of 
fun until | thought about the moving backer 
problem. | could get all ten shots downrange 
in twenty five seconds, but unless the back- 
er moves, say, two inches per minute, | 
might not be able to prove I'd shot all ten 
rounds — theholes in the moving backer 
would overlap too much to be counted. 

So here | am, back where | started. In a 
twelve minute course of fire, the backers 
would have to travel at least twenty four 
inches to accommodate my quick firing. Not 
all ranges have backer paper that wide, and 
each range seems to have its own backer 
speed. | have decided that there is not much 
point in going further with my rapid-fire ex- 
periments. | will not be bored, though. 

| have been shooting benchrest for fifteen 
years, and many things have changed. 
They will change more in the future, I’m 
sure, but that really has nothing to do with 
whether or not | get bored by benchrest or 
not. 

Every time | sit down at a bench, and the 
Rangemaster says, “Commence Firing”, 
the competition is on! | have been in martial 
arts competition, where | look my opponent 
in the eye, and know that if | have the slight- 
est doubt in myself, I’m dead. Benchrest is 
no different. | still have one competitor, my- 
self. There is nothing so exciting as having 
the first shot go in an unexpected place and 
successfully chasing it through switching 
conditions. Each group is a competition with 
myself to do the best | can with the condi- 
tions | happen to get. If | expected to bring 
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Proven design in use by me 
Easy to See — Easy to Read 
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$75.00 COMPLETE 


$25.00 STAND ONLY 
Add $3.00 postage per flag 


Don Geraci 
4404 Duke Street 
Metairie, Louisiana 70001 
(504) 454-2623 
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home a trophy from every match, | would 
get very frustrated. Even when my groups 
are lousy, each new group is a chance to 
learn what | am doing wrong. As itis, | geta 
lot of enjoyment from competing in 
benchrest matches. The company is great, 
and if | do win something, it’s just icing on 
the cake. 

So, what did | learn this year? | learned 
that technology can only do so much, and 
that the real fun of benchrest is getting the 
best performance | can out of both my 
equipment and myself. 

Turk Takano 


WILLIE BAUER 


My thanks for providing me with the op- 
portunity to express my thoughts on this 
year’s shooting improvements. (Obviously, 
| didn’t learn enough since you kicked my 
butt at the Ohio State Unlimited Champion- 
ships — ad lib from the Ass’t. Editor). 

| have learned that wind doping and han- 
dling of the rear bag are 80% of winning a 
match. The other 20% has to do with the 
use of good equipment. 


With my heavy varmint class rifle, | use a 
lot of finger and thumb pressure at the base 
of my rear bag to make it more stable. | also 
use a lot of downward pressure with my 
right thumb on the top of the stock and don’t 
shoulder the gun very tight at all. | believe | 
shoot better this way and prefer it to the 
free-recoil method many other shooters use 
so successfully. 

With my unlimited, once | am on the re- 
cord target, | put all my trust in the gun and 
Pay strict attention to the conditions. | don’t 
go back to the sighter unless there is an ex- 
treme condition change. 

Whether practicing or shooting a match, | 
try and concentrate totally on wind flags and 
handling of the rear bag. | feel if | keep doing 
this my aggregate scores will continue to im- 
prove. 

| don’t understand people that say they 
are bored with the game today. | really don’t 
think they’re as involved as they could be. | 
just finished wind flag design #6 and it’s the 
best one I’ve developed so far. 

John, I’ve rambled along long enough. 
Thanks again for the opportunity to express 
my views. 

Sincerely, 
Willie Bauer 
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SMALL vs LARGE 
PRIMERS 


by 


Lt. Col. Rick Hornbeck 


There are two distinct classes of rifle ac- 
curacy enthusiasts to come quickly to mind. 
One of these is the match shooters group, 
the fellows who get downright serious 
about the winning of matches. There is an- 
other, smaller group . . . the experimenters. 
Geza Nagy, Lou Palmisano, Jim Schultz, 
Merrill Martin, Steve Chernicky . . . the list is 
incomplete, I’m sure, but those names are 
obvious, and my apologies to those that | 
missed. 

Two years ago | met Peter Pfluke, from 
Meriden, Connecticut. Peter is an enthusi- 
ast of the heavy gun, as am |; thus we met 
on common ground, at a rifle match. We 
have continued to meet at matches these 
past two years, and we talked about a num- 
ber of things of common interest. 

A few years back | gave some serious 
thought to trying large size primers, in place 
of small primers, in my wildcat 22/45 rifle. 
This particular wildcat is based on the full 
length .222 Magnum case. The 22/45 can 
be a bit harder to ignite than something like 
the standard device, because of the long, 
narrow case design. From my experience it 
works best with a primer a bit on the warmer 
side. | was just getting started on this proj- 
ect when along came Jim Schultz, and start- 
led many of the benchrest world with his 
.30-30 based “Wasp” type 6mm wildcat, 
with the base swaged down to accept small 
rifle primers. As you will recall, the cartridge 
shot like a bandit, and did very well at a few 
major matches. Shortly thereafter we had 
Jim's story written up in these pages, and | 
decided that | would just be duplicating a lot 
of Jim’s work, and the idea was allowed to 
depart from my schemes-and-plans list. 

A letter from Peter Pfluke follows, which 
continues on this school of thought. 


Small Primers vs Large Primers 


Dear Rick 

| finally got busy and wrote up the tests | 
ran in the tube range regarding the question 
of small vs large primers as | discussed with 
you at Johnstown. Strange things seem to 
happen in a tube range and although | can- 
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not prove anything one way or another | am 
not sure that | am looking at the ultimate ac- 
curacy attainable with this cartridge. Be 
that as it may the differences | have found 
are real. Should you feel that this material is 
worth publishing it might be treated. more 
gently if it were submitted by you. 

| have been reading PS magazine for 
about four years and have found it univer- 
Sally stated that small primers perform bet- 
ter than large primers in benchrest capacity 
cases. The only group data | can find to sup- 
port this conclusion is an interesting series 
of tests performed by Jim Schultz a few 
years ago. As the results of my testing is 
contradictory to this opinion | thought it 
would be of interest. 

Shooting the 6 SMWASP on a one piece 
rail gun | have run many range tests with 
cases formed from 30 American brass 
(small primers) and cases formed from other 
30-30 brass (large primers). Range condi- 
tions being what they are | could never come 
to any firm conclusion regarding which was 
better. Small groups were obtained with 
both. Since popular opinion favored small 
primers | started competition with the 30 
Americans. These have performed well for 
me. In my short HB career (starting in 1987 
at the HB nationals) they have given me two 
second place grand aggs at Dunhams Bay 
and on both occasions | shot small group of 


the day at 100 yds. 
About six months ago through the gene- 


rosity of George Wilson of the Wilson Arms 
Co., Branford, CT. | was given the use of a 
100 yd. underground tube range. The Wil- 
son Arms Co. manufactures and supplies 
rifle barrels to various arms manufacturers. 
Although they are not interested in compet- 
ing in the bench rest business they are still 
vitally interested in producing a quality prod- 
uct. 

A substantial amount of time and ammu- 
nition was expended in determining how 
best to run tests in the tube. | won’t dwell on 
this but it resulted in building special 
fixturing on which to bolt the base of the rail. 
It was immediately apparent that even with 
a ventilation system the mirage conditions 


present after firing shots requires the use of 
areturn to battery apparatus for successful 
testing. The most consistent aggregates 
were fired with the ventilation system off. 
Under these conditions one must have com- 
plete faith in the ability of the gun to return to 
battery. 

Prior to performing comparison tests sub- 
stantial effort was placed in determining the 
most accurate primer and load of Gl H322. 
All cases used were selected for minimum 
case wall thickness variation using an 
Audette type fixture. The maximum allowed 
tolerance was .003 inches. This is substan- 
tially more than on the PPC cases | have 
measured but the best | could do and still 
have enough cases to shoot. 

The cases used in the tests were 30 
American for the small primer and for the 
large primer both Federal 30-30 and Win- 
chester 225. 

Two replicate tests were run consisting of 
eight five shot groups with each case type. 
Case types were fired in alternating order 
and the barrel was cleaned with both Shoot- 
ers Choice and Sweets every fifteen shots. 
The two tests were run on two different 
days. 


TEST RESULTS 
Test 1 (8 5-shot gps each) 
30Am_ Fed Win 225 
aggregate .283 235 .250 


standard dev  .087 .055 .038 


Test 2 (8 5-shot gps each) 
30Am_ Fed Win 225 


aggregate .261 .249 .228 
standard dev  .085 .074 .069 


Combined Data (16 5-shot gps each) 
30 Am_ Fed Win 225 


aggregate .272 .240 .238 
standard dev _.087 .065 .057 


Examination of these results show that 
the large rifle primer cases produced superi- 
or results, however to determine if the differ- 
ence is statistically significant the group 
data was analyzed using Students “T” test. 
This test is used to determine if the average 
values of two samples are different based 
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on the variability in such sample. This analy- 
sis yielded a 75% confidence level that the 
Federal or Winchester 225 cases with large 
rifle primers will shoot smaller aggs on the 
average than the 30 Am. It is a small but sta- 
tistically significant difference. The only way 
to increase the confidence is to perform 
more tests. Rather than run more tests 
which | felt unnecessary | averaged all group 
data from previous tests. These values in- 
clude variability from different primer 
brands, different loads and different case 
brands. 
Noofgps agg 
30 AM 73 .255 
All large 133 .242 


For those interested the following combi- 
nations proved to be most accurate. 


30 Am 28.0g H322 Remington BR primers 

Fed 30-30 27.5g H322 ~—- Fed 210M primers 

Win 225 26.5g H322 ~—- Fed 210M primers 

Rem-Peters 28.59 H322 Fed 210M primers 
30-30 


Because of these results | am now using 
large rifle primer cases exclusively. Now the 
question is how well will they perform in 
competition. It is really to early to tell. | have 
only fired them in one match to date. This 
particular match was the HB 100 yd cham- 
pionships at Englishtown, N.J. | shot the 
first three groups using Win 225 cases, 
these were uniformly in the threes. Because 
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these cases have lower capacity and pro- 
duce lower velocity it seemed | was loosing 
shots to the conditions. For the last two 
groups | switched to Fed 30-30 cases and 
with the increased velocity these groups 
were in the twos and resulted in a fourth 
place for the aggregate. 

In summary, | can’t deny the results that 
others have obtained in this question of 
small vs large primers. Either their statistical 
sample size has been inadequate or the dif- 
ferences are unique to their conditions. On 
the basis of these tests | can not make any 
generalizations but they do demonstrate 
that with the 6 SMWasp smaller aggs will be 
obtained on the average with large primer 
cases. 

It was a pleasure reloading next to you at 
Johnstown and | hope | get the opportunity 
to do so again at some further match. 

Best Regards 

Peter L. Pfluke 

134 Wilcox Ave. 
Meriden, CT. 06450 
203-237-5263 


We all dream of an underground tube in 
which to do our testing. Although he did not 
elaborate at length in his letter on the sub- 
ject, Peter found that some weird things 
happen in such a facility. Bill Minneman, 
owner of MTM, wrote in these pages a few 
years back about his problems in correcting 


the “condition makers” in his underground 
range. A group in Texas, shooting in a very 
large and vacant Houston warehouse, 
found themselves faced with an entirely dif- 
ferent set of new conditions to face. For in- 
stance they found that all sorts of strange 
mirage problems existed ... and the only 
way to get around the problem was to wait 
until 11:00 P.M., by which time each eve- 
ning the roof of the warehouse had evidently 
finally cooled off. The shooter who is new to 
“indoor shooting” finds himself with some 
new problems to surmount before he is able 
to capitalize on having wind removed as a 
factor in his shooting. 

You will notice that Peter’s rifle is cham- 
bered for the 6 SM Wasp, and was 
gunsmithed by Seely Masker. This particu- 
lar wildcat, while somewhat limited in use at 
the moment, has still done relatively well in 
competition, and already now holds one IBS 
record, courtesy of the steady shooting of 
Tom Svack. 

In our next column we will have a look at 
additional chronograph data, and detailed 
instructions on how to form the case. Be- 
cause of its design, the 30 American (with its 
small primer pocket), as well as the stan- 
dard 30-30 case and the .225 Winchester 
case (both with large primer pockets) can be 
used We will also advise where the neces- 
sary dies for forming cases can be obtained. 


SHOOTERS’ SUPPLY 
Written Correspondence to: 
P.O. Box 6421 - Dept. PS - Midland, Texas 79711 
Phone - 915-563-4341 (In Texas) 


Toll Free - 800-351-1466 (other 47 States) 


SPECIALIZING IN PRECISION COMPONENTS AND EQUIPMENT 


SALE ENDS OCTOBER 14th 1988 


AND WE ARE BACK IN BUSINESS. WE WOULD LIKE TO SAY 


THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR FRIENDS THAT MADE OUR 
LIQUIDATION SALE SUCH A SUCCESS. 


LET US HEAR FROM YOU 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION AND PRICES SEND $2.00. 
DEALER INQUIRES WELCOME — SEND FFL AND SALES TAX CERTIFICATE (IN TEXAS) 
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Frank McCune on 


Live Varmint Shooting 


Dear Dave, 

A few months ago you published a letter 
from me in which | urged you to start to carry 
a few live varmint hunting articles in the 
pages of Precision Shooting. | pointed out 
that there were a heck of a lot more live var- 
mint shooters out there than there were 
benchrest shooters, and many of them were 
quite serious students of “extreme rifle ac- 
curacy”. 

| promptly got mail and phone calls from 
all over the country ... every last one of 
them supporting my expressed idea. Any 
way that you slice it, there is indeed an inter- 
est in varmint rifles that are capable of 
“going fast” . . . and being very accurate. . . 
at the same time. A good sized pile of letters 
enabled me to wade through them and get 
some sort of a handle on what these fellows 
were doing, equipment-wise, to achieve 
that end. 

LOADING DIES. There was no one brand 
name that dominated in the many letters re- 
ceived. The users of the standard 7/8-14 re- 
loading dies had a tendency to spread their 
business around among several compa- 
nies. This is contrary to what | personally 
have found with the “new generation” of 
dies ... as compared to what | guess one 
could term the older, well established 
brand-name dies. In my opinion the “new 
generation” reloading dies turn out more ac- 
curate (straighter) reloads than do the older 
generation dies. To prove this to yourself, 
take a cartridge case spinner equipped with 
a dial indicator, and check some of your 
loaded rounds. | did this for a first time re- 
cently, and was quite shocked at what 
turned up! Depending on whether you are 
using “new generation” reloading dies, or 
the older type . . .do some runout testing of 


the loaded round ... fire them ... and re- 
load them with “the other type” of dies. | 
think that you will find it a real eye-opener! 
There is one conventional die manufacturer 
(Lee) who guarantees that his dies will pro- 
duce tighter groups than the brand that you 
are using now ... or you get your money 
back. In my experience, when companies 
(infrequently) talk about “or your money 
back”, they usually make offers like this only 
when they are pretty darn confident in their 
product. | am going to take them up on their 
offer and plan on ordering 22-250 and .220 
Swift dies from Lee. 

Some of my letter writers told me that 
they used hand-type dies for their live var- 
mint shooting, just as they did for their 
benchrest competition. One shooter wrote 
that the extreme portability of the hand dies, 
as opposed to the need for a bulky press, 
C-clamps, and a bench (with the conven- 
tional 7/8 x 14 dies) made the hand type dies 
a Clear winner to him. The rifles described 
were frequently “benchrest rigs”, with cus- 
tom actions, two ounce triggers, etc. How- 
ever the cartridge selection was quite spe- 
cifically “live varmint”; there was not a single 
PPC mentioned! On the other hand the “no 
PPC” mention may be merely an inclination 
to “try something different” . . . than the car- 
tridge that so completely dominates the 
benchrest world today, and which has be- 
come almost a monotonous litany in any list- 
ing of “winning equipment”. 

In the world of bullets used by my writers, 
most used out-of-the-box bullets made by 
well known manufacturers. There were no 
high-tech, home made bullets reported. 
There was one brand that was clearly pre- 
ferred by a majority of the shooters, and that 
was a mild surprise to me, because | have 


oS HART RIFLE BARRELS, INC. 


Stainless Steel Rifle Barrels 


PRECISION STAINLESS STEEL MATCH TARGET BARRELS 
AVAILABLE IN .224, 6MM, 6.5MM, 7MN, 
.25 and .30 calibers, also .22 rim fire. 


Gunsmithing services and complete custom 
target and sporting rifles available. 


For prices and particulars. write: 


Hart Rifle Barrels, Inc. 


LaFayette, New York 13084, R.D. No. 2 
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Telephone 315-677-9841 


never had any sort of superior results from 
that particular company’s bullets. On the 
other hand, maybe I’m spoiled by the results 
of shooting benchrest custom bullets for 
several years. Maybe that has made me a 
lot harder to please in any critique of “ac- 
ceptable accuracy”. 

The next factor was another real surprise 
. . every single shooter that wrote to me re- 
ported that he was seating his bullets “off 
the lands”. Most benchrest shooters (that | 
am familiar with, anyway) seat their bullets 
to at least touch the lands, and many of 
them make quite firm contact with the lands. 
My personal theory on the subject is that the 
ogive of the bullet helps to center the car- 
tridge in the chamber when the bullet is held 
firmly in the rifling. It’s just a theory of 
course, but I’m just looking for some sort of 
an explanation as to why my rifles have al- 
ways shot better with the bullets seated as 
to engage the lands. Still, it continues to 
puzzle me that every one of my writers re- 
ported that he was “jumping” the bullets. 

To aid in the achieving of concentricity 
with the loaded rounds, some shooters 
turned their case necks while several others 
reported that they found no advantage to 
neck turning. Personally | prefer to turn my 
case necks. If nothing else, having a uniform 
thickness case neck seems to help prevent 
split necks. | must admit however that | 
doubt that it will improve accuracy in a stan- 
dard neck chamber, and a few issues back | 
see that Seely Masker thought quite ill of the 
practice of turning case necks for SAAMI 
chambers. | have a brand new .220 Swift 
that | plan to use as a bit of a guinea pig, and 
make some comparisons between turned 
and unturned case necks during the coming 
winter months. 

In the bedding field, those with wood 
stocks often reported pillar bedding, or at 
the very least, glass bedding. Those with 
fiberglass stocks either went the glue-in 
route, or pillar bedding. Nothing surprising 
here. 

| considered myself fortunate that | did 
not receive any responses from the ultra 
high velocity school of thought. In my area 
we have a gunsmith who is touting the vir- 
tues of the .240 Super Rockchucker, which 
he maintains that he has chronographed at 
3800 f.p.s. with a 100 grain bullet. His ver- 
sion of the Super Rockchucker uses a full 
length, blown out .270 Winchester case. 
While | can believe the 3800 part of the tale, | 
must admit that the 100 grain bullet part 
makes the tale a bit hard to accept. This is 
along the line of a custom gun company in 
the 1950s and 60s, with a line of wildcat and 
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improved cartridges for which they made 
many claims as to velocities achieved that 
were sort of incredible, to understate the 
case. No other cartridge even came close to 
their claims. The only problem was that sev- 
eral shooters who had purchased these ri- 
fles could not come anywhere near the 
claimed velocities when they did some chro- 
nograph testing ... even at blown-primer 
levels of powder stuffing. Finally the story 
began to circulate that the reported veloci- 
ties used in the company’s advertising were 
reached with test barrels with no rifling in 
them. | found this story to be so far fetched 
that | called that particular company, and 
surprisingly enough | was put through to 
The Great One ... who admitted the 
smoothbore barrel testing with no great 
hesitation. When | asked him if he did not 
feel that he was taking advantage of people 
who trusted his word . . . he replied that he 
most certainly was not lying . . . he pointed 
out that his advertisements never said a sin- 
gle word about there being any rifling in the 
test barrels. | guess that from a technical 
viewpoint he’s correct, but | somehow feel 
that he would be better placed as a used car 
salesman. 

The choice of bullets was also universally 
standard, with all reporting that they were 
using bullet weights that were middle of the 
road (the .224 bullet weights were 52-53 
grains, and the 6mm sizes were 70-75 
grains). Every now and then, in the varmint 
shooting world there is a push for “heavy 
bullets” . . . relative to bore size. It seems as 
if itis just a passing fad however, and every- 
body promptly gravitates back to standard 
weight bullets as soon as the dust settles. 

Many of the letter writers expressed re- 
gret that it simply is not practical to try to 
clean barrels after every ten shots or so in 
the game fields, the way that one is able to 
do at benchrest matches. Of course at the 
end of the day one will then proceed to clean 
heck out of the barrel, but a common con- 
cern obviously lingers ... that 50 to 100 
shots without cleaning the barrel may well 
be doing harm to the barrel thatis not able to 
be corrected by the day’s end cleaning, no 
matter how vigorous or detailed that clean- 
ing may be. Along this same line of thought, 
many of the writers wondered aloud about 
at what point in the day’s shooting did accu- 
racy begin to drop off as the barrel progres- 
sively became more and more fouled. 

| do not have a good answer for either of 
those concerns, but perhaps some of our 
readers have an opinion that they would 
choose to share with us on the barrel clean- 
ing questions and concerns. 

Frank McCune 
Box 141 

Blain, Pa. 17006 
(717) 536-3334 
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B-SQUARE TOOL SPECIALS 


Super Mag Arbor Press 


B-Square's super mag arbor press 
for precision reloading and industrial 
use has twin posts for "no-spring.” All 
the load is between the posts. It easily 
resizes all caliber brass. 

The press head is fully adjustable up 
and down on threaded posts for se- 
cure positioning. The ram, with re- 
placeable brass caps and spring re- 
turn, has over a 1-inch stroke. The 
handle is adjustable and the press can 
be used right- or left-handed. 

Lightweight and portable for range 
use, this press willbe awelcome bench 
rest loading tool. It's rated approxi- 
mately 1 ton. 
$79.95 + $3.50 for shipping. 


Folding Rifle Rest . 


B-Square's rifle rest makes the 
perfect portable rest. It fits into a 
4"x4"x10" box, and the legs unfold 
to a 13" diameter with 4-8" height 
adjustment. 

The 8 pound professional fullsize 
rest features hardened leveling 
screws, aspoked height adjustment 
wheel and split clamp housings for 
rigidity. 
$49.95 + $3.50 for shipping. 


B-Square Precision Shooting Accessories 


available from: 


- BOB PEASE ACCURACY 
P.O. Box 310787, Zipp Rd. 
New Braunfels, TX 78131-0787 
(512) 625-1342 


« CUSTOM PRODUCTS 
RD No. 1, Box 483, Saegertown, 
PA 16433. (814) 763-2769 


B-SQUARE CO. 


¢ SINCLAIR INTERNATIONAL 
1200 Asbury Dr., New Haven, 
IN 46774. (219) 493-1858 


e HEINZ HENKE 
Loenstrasse Postfach 1141, 
D-4476 Werlte, West Germany. 
5951/2729. FAX 4471/8561 


P.O. Box 11281, Fort Worth, TX 76110 


BANNERS, HOOPLA, AND COMMITMENT 


Dear John, 

In response to your article “Benchrest: 
What Needs Improvement” and how to at- 
tract new shooters, | would not pass off Kim 
Brown’s letter in the October issue as com- 
plete donkey dust. 

Let’s face it, all the custom and special 
hand-made what’zits and whatevers are 
not going to attract new blood. Actually, the 
cost kind of makes them gun shy! 

If you have ever attended a motor sports 
event you know exactly what I’m talking 
about. The bright colors, pageantry, and ex- 
cessive hoopla DO add something to the at- 
mosphere of the event. You become so 
wrapped up in it all you almost feel like 
breaking out the old Chevy and entering 
yourself. 

Let’s stop bragging about being the pre- 
mier shooting sport and show ‘em we really 
are. We should leave Camp Perry in the dust 
and enter the World of Indy 500 style 
events. 

Barry DeVliegher 
334 Rt. 9W 
Newburgh, New York 


SS NOW AVAILABLE 


‘DIRECT FROM SHILEN 


Competition shooters can now ob- 
tain 6-groove stainless steel SE- 
LECT MATCH GRADE BARRELS IN 
ALL SP/LV and HV contours. Be sure 
to specify 6-groove or 8-groove when 
inquiring or ordering. 


Complete barrel specifications and 
prices - $1.00 


SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 


205 Metro Park Blvd. 
Ennis, TX 75119 
(214) 875 5318 


HIGH GRADE HUNTING AND TARGET RIFLES 


by 
John G. Gammuto 


Dear Barry, 

After reading your letter | thought, “Inter- 
esting, someone has come to the defense of 
Kim Brown.” | really didn’t think his remarks 
regarding banners were that controversial 
or would draw this much attention. Obvi- 
ously, | underestimated the power of his 
pen. To be honest, | have heard from a few 
other shooters on the same topic and most 
share your view. 

A couple of weeks ago Kim and | spent a 
day in the woods together with the express- 
ed purpose of doing a little squirrel hunting. 
If we had spent as much time hunting as we 
did talking benchrest we may gave gone 
home with a little meat to put in the stewing 
pot. As it was, we got off a few rounds, but 
were mostly content to sit on a fallen tree 
trunk, and discuss the match season in ret- 
rospect. We briefly touched on his “What 
Needs Improving” comments and left it at 
that. 

Barry, I’m sure you are a perceptive fel- 
low and have the best interests of the sport 
at heart, or you wouldn’t have bothered to 
take the time to respond. Knowing this, I'd 
like to present you with a challenge. 

Many people, like yourself, would like to 
see some things changed for the good of the 
sport. We’re not talking about change for 
the sake of change or change to satisfy the 
needs of a few or change to satisfy transient 
whims. Some things do need to be reviewed 
and altered periodically if we, as an organ- 
ized body, expect to be around awhile long- 
er. There is a direct correlation between 
growth and any group’s ability to accept 
change, | believe history will bear me out on 
this. Many people hesitate to initiate change 
because they either feel helpless or feel the 
odds are overwhelmingly stacked against 
them. Most people are unwilling to do any- 
thing more than to casually discuss their 
views with friends and most of this is forgot- 
ten or dismissed as idle chatter. 


WORLD CLASS ACCURACY! 
Since 1982, benchrest shooters have 
broken 14 world records with rifles built 
by me. | use the same materials, techni- 
ques, and standard of quality when 
building rifles and XP-100 handguns for 
varmint shooting and big game hunting. 
$3.00 for Information Package. 


Kenny Jarrett; Jarrett Rifles, Inc. 
Route 1, Bex 411, Jackson, SC 29831 © (803) 471-3616. 


We not only need to attract new people to 
the sport, WE HAVE TO ATTRACT PEO- 
PLE WITH IDEAS AND “CAN DO” ATTI- 
TUDES. Are you one of these people? If so, 
you have just been given what’s known as 
an opportunity. Several thousand people 
are now reading your words and are proba- 
bly in agreement with you. Now, are you 
personally willing to do something about it? 
Therein lies the challenge and the secret of 
our future growth and development. The 
sport belongs to you as much as anyone 
else. 

If you remember, Kim also suggested that 
a committee be formed to visit and approve 
prospective range facilities for major 
benchrest matches like the Nationals. Great 
idea! Banners? OK! Banners and hoopla 
are not the kinds of things that keep ME 
coming back year after year, but if you and 
others think they'll help, go for it. 

If you decide to take up the challenge, 
consider one thing; many of the folks who 
have given so much of their time over the 
years deserve a rest. How about getting 
some new blood involved? The Kelblys’, the 
Gordons’, Walt Berger, Bob White, the 
Buchtel’s, and numerous others (even 
Brennan), have served us well over the 
years, and deserve a break once in awhile. | 
am not even REMOTELY suggesting that 
we sideline them but am trying to make the 
point that, as much as we like to think of 
them as gods, they too have limitations. | 
am certain they would like to occasionally 
delegate some responsibility to others but 
probably have a difficult time locating willing 
participants when the need arises. 

My suggestion to you is talk to Kim and 
others that share your views, formulate a 
plan, and present it to the Directors of the 
IBS/NBRSA for their approval and support. 
The ball is in your court. If there is anything | 
can do for you here at the magazine, don’t 
hesitate to call or write. 

John J. Gammuto 


THE BOB PEASE 
COLLECTIONS, 


are spiral bound booklets on accuracy rifle shoot- 
ing. Written expressly to help guide you on bed- 
ding, accurizing, case preparation, neck turning, 
rifle preparation, scoping, loading and shooting 
techniques for rifle accuracy. All three Volumes 
have been revised, fully indexed and provided 
with Tables of Contents. Vol. I, Vol. II, and Vol. III 
are $6.00 each plus $1 first class postage per vol- 
ume. ALL THREE booklets together are $20 by 
FIRST CLASS mail. Bob Pease Accuracy, POB 
310787, New Braunfels, TX 78131-0787. 
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FDC / PPC 


FIREARMS DEVELOPMENT CORP. AND PPC ANNOUNCE THE RESUMPTION OF PRODUCTION AT THE TEXAS 
FACILITY. OUR CONTRACT WITH THEI.S.D.F. HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND TO ANSWER THE MANY QUESTIONS, NO 
OUR RIFLES WERE NOT USED IN THE ’88 OLYMPICS. THERE WAS NOT ENOUGH TIME FOR THE SHOOTERS TO TRAIN 
WITH THE NEW RIFLES. THE PLANNED MOVE TO OUR NEW SITE IN PENNSYLVANIA IS STILL IN THE FUTURE. 


PLEASE DIRECT ALL INQUIRIES TO THE ADDRESS GIVEN BELOW. WRITTEN INQUIRIES ARE APPRECIATED AND WILL 
BE PROMPTLY ANSWERED. WE ARE FRANTICALLY TRYING TO CATCH UP ON THE BACKLOG OF INQUIRIES AND 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATIENCE. 


FDC / PPC ANNOUNCES 
THE FIRST FUNCTIONAL RIMFIRE AND CENTERFIRE ACTION MADE TO TARGET TOLERANCES IS NOW 
AVAILABLE. 


THE FDC/PPC 22 OLYMPIAN RIMFIRE ACTION IS NOW OFFERED IN A SWITCH BOLT MODEL THAT INCLUDES AN 
EXTRA CENTERFIRE BOLT FOR A TRUE SWITCH BARREL RIFLE/PISTOL. THIS PROVIDES THE SHOOTER THE BEST 
OF RIMFIRE SHOOTING AND CENTERFIRE SHOOTING WITH THE SAME COST EFFECTIVE EQUIPMENT. THE 
CENTERFIRE BOLT IS DESIGNED FOR THE PPC CASE OR ANY SMALL CASE (222 REM.). 


SPECIFICATIONS 
OLYMPIAN RC ACTION 
RECEIVER: LENGTH 7.0” 
DIAMETER 1.2” 
BARREL TENON LENGTH _ 1.0” 
BARREL THREADS 7/8 X 16 TPI 
MATERIAL 4340 U.S. PRODUCED STEELS 
HARDNESS 60-62 C SURFACE 
38-40 C CORE 

FINISH MELONITED MATTE BLACK 
SIGHTS DOVETAILED FOR ANSCHUTZ AND 

DRILLED AND TAPPED FOR SCOPE 
LOADING PORT LENGTH 2.2” 
TRIGGER REM 700 TYPE HUNTING OR TARGET 


RIMFIRE CENTERFIRE 
DIAMETER .750” .750” 
ROTATION 90 deg. 90 deg. 
TRAVEL 2:125"" 2.125” 
LENGTH 55 5.5” 
FIRING PIN FALL .180” 180” 
LOCK TIME MILLISECONDS ~ 160 .160 
LOCKING LUGS 2 at 45 deg. front 
BOLT HANDLE machined integral 
MATERIAL 4340 4340 
HARDNESS 60/40 60/40 
EXTRACTOR Hook Sliding Plate 
EJECTOR Mech. arm Plunger in face 
MAX. BOLT FACE DIAM. n/a .454 (PPC) 
BOLT FACE DEPTH n/a 100” 
30 DEGREE CONE BREACH n/a yes 


PRICING: 
MODEL FEATURES 
OLYMPIAN R 22RF MATCH CHAMBER, TARGET BARREL. ANSCHUTZ TRIGGER, BEDDING BLOCK, 
FRONT SIGHT BASE, MELONITED BARREL PRICE $1,100.00 


OLYMPIAN RC BARRELED ACTION AS ABOVE WITH REM700 TYPE TRIGGER, EXTRA BOLT AND 
TARGET BARREL IN YOUR CHOICE OF BOLT FACE / CALIBER PRICE $1,485.00 


COMPLETED RIFLES PRICES ARE QUOTED UPON RECEIPT OF COMPLETE SPECIFICATIONS. 
“PLEASE NOTE: A DEPOSIT OF 20% of order is required upon receipt of order. 
FIREARMS DEVELOPMENT CORP. 


P.O. BOX 2691 
BRYAN, TEXAS 77805 
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Dear Dave 

This letter contains some new concepts 
that you might be interested in. 

| have written to you previously about the 
two 500 yard benchrest matches held at 
Ravensdale, Washington this year. Since 
Precision Shooting also covers the 1,000 
yard matches at Williamsport, PA, we are 
getting a bit more coverage now appearing 
in print for a fascinating but uncommon por- 
tion of benchrest shooting . . . the long dis- 
tance match. | would suspect that many PS 
readers will have interest in these match re- 
ports. 

| have contacted Fort Lewis about the 
possibility of having some 1,000 yard 
benchrest matches there, but the first prob- 
lem that has to be addressed is the fact that 
there are no benches there. | amin the proc- 
ess of trying to correct that little failing at the 
present time. 

The mirage article by Dick Beaudoin (July 
issue) was interesting, but it did not deal 
with the most important aspect of dealing 
with mirage, namely ... HOW TO SHOOT 
IN A BOIL. There is a serious bit of misinfor- 
mation floating around the accuracy world, 
spawned by the typewriters of firearms writ- 
ers who will look you in the eye, and solemn- 
ly tell you, in properly hushed tones ... 
“NEVER shoot in a boil”. | don’t know why 
I’m writing this letter to debunk this particu- 
lar bit of stupidity. | mean, if everybody be- 
lievesit...exceptme...as|seeit, I’ve got 
aheck of a head start on the rest of the field! 

Brennan, how come Beaudoin did not in- 
clude any information about shooting in a 
boil in his article? Am | to interpret this as in- 
dicating that he is as brain washed as the 
rest of the benchrest world on the subject? 
Nobody wants to talk about it. Why the heck 
not? You got anything in particular 
AGAINST winning benchrest matches, gen- 
tlemen? 

| could write an article on how to shoot ina 


VARNER’S — BULLET SEATING GUAGE (LANDS FINDER) 
This bullet seating guage will let you set your bullet seating die and 
then transfer your die to the loading press. It will place the bullet 
to the lands of your rifle without using any measuring devices what- 
soever. It does it all for you. This guage keeps track of any washout 
in the lands of your rifle 

List Price (includes one case 

Extra Cases 

Postage 

100% Money-Back Guarantee 


ROUTE 2, BOX 167-A 4,608,762 


ANTWERP, OHIO 45813 
PHONE (419) 258-8631 
Featured in the American Rifleman Magazine, Oct. 1985. 
If unavailable at your Dealer-Order direct from VARNER's. 
VARNER’S INFLATABLE SANDBAG 
(Patent Pending) 
Shipping $3.00 


$27.50 
For the marksman who likes to get on the 
bull's eye quickly, with better comfort and 
better accuracy when shooting. Just 
squeeze the bulb while looking through 
your scope and bingo, you're on! 


KEN GLANZER 


boil ... and win benchrest matches ... if 
you are of the opinion that your readership is 
not too set in their ways to read it. My 3.5” 
group at 500 yards, as reported earlier . . . 
was shot in a heavy boil. | was second in the 
“point” competition by one point. My fault; | 
wasn’t quite zero’d. | had Wally Siebert 
bump a 24x scope to a 32x scope for me, 
and the adjustments are now .4 MOA per 
click ... which of course translates to 2 
inches per click at 500 yards. This is too 
much. | was hesitant to move it over a click 
when zeroing, and | goofed. When it was a 
24x scope it was .25 MOA per click. 
Leupold’s 36 power scopes are /3 MOA per 
click, because they used the same windage 
and elevation screws as in their 24x 
scopes. 

In my second benchrest match, back in 
1968, | got to shoot at 200 yards for the first 
time in my life. It was a warm and windy day. 
Studying the target through my scope, be- 
fore the “commence fire” order, | knew that| 
was in deep trouble. There seemed to be 
three specific, different conditions happen- 
ing around out there in front of me...A.)a 
left wind; B.) mirage boil; C.) right wind. | (in 
retrospect) had only one thing going for me 
that day, as | sat at my bench, and won- 
dered how to handle that mess of conditions 
out in front of me. . . | was so naive and so 
inexperienced that | didn’t know about all 
this “don’t shoot in a boil” stuff. Basic Logic 
101 would certainly seem to dictate that if 
mirage is boiling ... then THERE IS NO 
WIND. (Are you with me so far?). | further 
observed that the aiming square was wig- 
gling in what looked like a “figure 8” pattern. 
And the upper and lower part of the wiggle 
HAD THE SAME LIMITS EACH TIME ... 
IT WAS CONSISTENT .. . AND REPEAT- 
ABLE. It takes no great level of logic to con- 
clude that if one were to “split the wiggle” 
and aimed at the middle of the “8” ... one 
would have a consistent aiming point. As | 
recall the day | think that such an obvious 
conclusion took somewhere around five 
seconds to come up with. | not only won my 
first 200 yard match, | also set a range 
group record of .454”. There were several 
experienced wind and mirage shooters on 
the firing line that day, as well as a few Na- 
tional Champions as well. | had no trouble 
with anyone around me on the line “dou- 
bling” with me. . . mainly because | was the 
only one there who didn’t know better than 
to “shoot the boil”. Who’s that dumb kid 
shooting all alone, when it’s boiling? An- 
swer . . . the dumb kid is the match winner! 
This technique was so successful for me 
over the years that | won a rather nice per- 
centage of the matches that | entered, as 
well as holding range records and three na- 


tional records (got credit for one). And! did a 
lot of this with second-hand, rechambered 
barrels! 

Now, since the logic is so simple | have al- 
ways wondered why so many “knowledge- 
able shooters” (?) continue to perpetuate 
this total nonsense of “never shootin a boil”. 
I’ve talked to an awful lot of shooters over 
the years ... but only three of them ever 
showed me that they were not afraid to 
buck the ancient taboo of not shooting in the 
boil ... Ralph Stolle, Ferris Pindell, and 
Allen Bench. Back in’69, in along conversa- 
tion with Ralph, he kept calling the tech- 
nique “shooting through the mirage”. He 
told me that he had told many of his fellow 
shooters to “shoot the boil”, but just about 
nobody believed him, so he just shrugged 
his shoulders . . . and kept on beating their 
ears off. 

Many years later, | know how he felt. | 
have explained how to shoot “the boil” to 
many shooters ... and gotten nowhere. 
One of my repeated statements is that “I 
hold HEAD ON for every shot . . . and they 
laugh. Go ahead and laugh . . . enjoy your- 
self. . .I’mstill going to beat ya. Why should 
| “hold off” for no wind ... and no wind is 
what characterizes a mirage boil, isn’t it? 
When the mirage is flowing straight up .. . 
one does not have to hold off, by guess and 
by golly. The target will be in exactly the 
same place. . . all you have to dois “split the 
wiggle”. If the boil starts to lean a little, go to 
the sighter target and check it out. If you 
don’t feel comfortable, wait for the next boil. 
Itis THE FRIENDLIEST SHOOTING CON- 
DITION THERE IS. Study the flows before 
the match, and before relays. You have to 
learn to shoot fast, as any condition will only 
last so long. Ralph and Eldon Stolle were of 
course masters of this “shooting fast” 
school, and maybe that’s one reason why 
they were able to take such advantage of a 
friendly little boil. | use a modified version of 
their technique that also allows me to ma- 
nipulate the gun faster than any other tech- 
nique. It also prevents any “hopping” of the 
rear stock on the sandbag. For years Ralph 
used his gun handling method in full view of 
everyone, and if you asked him about how 
he did it, he was quite willing to tell you. He 
told me that | was the only one to ever ask 
questions in depth about “how and why’. 
His gun handling caught my attention at a 
match in Kansas City . . . it had certain simi- 
lar points to what | was trying to come up 
with. No one has ever asked me about my 
rifle holding and manipulation technique. 
Too many shooters think it’s something that 
comes natural, and not a matter for working 
on. Wrong, it’s darn important! 

My win at the second 500 yard benchrest 
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match last week was with preselected and 
keyed bullets in HEAVY MIRAGE. | shot the 
best group of the day at 1:00 pm, and 80 de- 
gree temperature. In retrospect | am begin- 
ning to doubt the superiority of 32x power 
scopes under conditions like this; 25x may 
be optimum, and I'd like to do some serious 
checking out against a 16x as well. This 
was the last re-entry relay, and with the mi- 
rage now as thick as pea-soup, nobody 
gave me the chance of the proverbial snow- 
ball in hades to beat the 5.07” small-group- 
to-this-point which had been fired about 
three hours before. Well, | fired a ten shot 
3.50” group, in very heavy mirage, much to 
the surprise of everyone. | picked out a boil 
that just looked if it might hang around a bit, 
split the figure “8” wiggle, and burned ten 
shots downrange, FAST. That’s a .7 MOA 
10 shot group (for 500 yards). My previous 
testing, atmy home range, with this gun and 
ammo combination gave no better results 
than this for five shot groups at 200 yards! 
Every now and then a “freak” 5 shot group 
pops up, for someone . . . somewhere. Ten 
shot groups rule out luck. This is a concrete 
example of why the classic advice of “never 
shoot in a boil” is darn poor advice. “MANY 
SEEM TO BE INFORMED AND MISIN- 
FORMED BEYOND THEIR INTELLI- 
GENCE LEVELS’. (Old Glanzer Axiom). | 
also used a 150 grain Nosler Ballistic Tip 
HUNTING BULLET instead of the heavy, 
high ballistic coefficient match bullets nor- 
mally used. One reason that | used it was 
because it spun with minimum runout on my 
ICC. Tomy surprise | found no “flyers” in the 
whole box (i.e., a bullet whose run-out indi- 
cates it is not going anywhere near the oth- 
ers down there on the target. However, as 
hunting bullets, | have to admit that, unless | 
had spun them on the ICC, | would never 
have used them in a match. 

Ina 500 yard match the cartridge require- 
ments are far less than for 1,000 yards. In 
the early relays of the day, at 500 yards, the 
conditions are frequently ideal, and the me- 
dium capacity cartridge, with a medium bal- 
listic coefficient bullet THAT SHOOTS 
TIGHT at 100 yards will dominate. The wind 
buckers will dominate FROM 600 YARDS 
ON OUT ONLY . . . unless it just happens to 
show up in 100 yard testing as being very 
accurate at the shorter range as well. The 
shooter that fired the 5.07” group used a 
Winchester .243 with a Sierra 100 grain 
hunting bullet. He told me that the gun- 
ammo-load combination had fired .3” 
groups at 100 yard testing. 

As a further comparison of a medium ca- 
pacity cartridge doing well . . . there was a 
500 yard benchrest match about three 
months ago at Macihas, which | attended, 
but | didn’t get to shoot until the fourth relay, 
because of my late arrival. A chap on the 
first relay shot a 3.6” group with the silhou- 
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ette 7mm case and a 120 grain bullet. With 
that case-bullet combination, the extremely 
calm conditions that prevailed on the first 
relay made a great match-up. Any sort of a 
wind would have moved that 120 grain 7mm 
bullet all over the countryside! 

| won my relay with a 5.1” group, but wind 
and mirage had each picked up substantial- 
ly. But there was no beating that 3.6” target 
for the day’s honors. As conditions were 
now “really running” out front, | elected to 
shoot in the final relay, along with five other 
shooters. | won it with a 6” group, and the 
other five groups ranged from 12” to 24”. 

| intend to have my 40x Remington 6mm 
loaded with pre-spun bullets as a second 
gun next year, along with a .308 for a third 
gun for these 500 yard matches. The big 
magnums are not needed unless one 
shoots in the wind. At the summer matches 
out in this area | can usually depend on 
some “boils” when | am out on the firing line 
... and | consider it fairly elementary (my 
dear Watson) that one is better off shooting 
in a calm than in the wind. 

Back about ten years ago a Winchester 
engineer by the name of Chuck Byers ran a 
test to determine the vertical dispersion 
caused by a 100 f.p.s. velocity variation for 
the 168 grain .308 bullet between 2600- 
2700 f.p.s. It was printed in The Rifle maga- 
zine. He ran a calculation first, and then a 
test in a special gun mount that clamped the 
muzzle so as to eliminate any barrel vibe dif- 
ference ... and the results came WITHIN 
FIVE PER CENT of the calculated. The ver- 
tical dispersion for 100 f.p.s. at 300 meters 
was 3.3” ...or ONE MINUTE OF ANGLE. 
The dispersion increases almost exponen- 


tially . . . the longer the range. I ran some cal- 
culations on different cartridges out to 1000 
yards and | was really surprised at what | 
found. Although there are guns that seem to 
have a compensating flip of the muzzle for 
low velocity . . . vertical dispersions from ve- 
locity variations IS AMAJOR FACTOR! Itis 
very hard to detect at 100 yards, and it just 
begins to make a very subtle, almost unde- 
tectable appearance at the 200 yard range. 
It seems that everyone is so busy watching 
what the wind is doing to their bullets . . . in 
the sense of horizontal spread . . . since of 
course ALL THE NINNIES SHOOT IN THE 
WIND. . . that the subtle vertical dispersion 
goes largely without notice or comment. 
This is why | WEIGH ALL MY POWDER 
CHARGES ... another step contrary to 
what is generally accepted in benchrest cir- 
cles. 

| had a 30-06 that | decided to do a little 
testing with, so | loaded up a number of 
rounds with one grain of powder difference, 
in about four or five different weights. At 200 
yards the difference of ONE GRAIN of pow- 
der weight... WAS DARN CLEARLY VISI- 
BLE! Itis a basic axiom of rifle accuracy that 
you must ELIMINATE THE VARIABLES! 
I’ve had, more than one, powder stick 
somewhere or other in the measure, and | 
would never have known it unless | was 
weighing my charges. 

I’msure, Dave, that a writer who tells your 
readers to “shoot the boii” . . .and to “weigh 
your powder charges” ... will probably 
draw a few responses! 

Ken Glanzer 

202 S. 124 St. 

Seattle, Washington 96168 
(206) CH3-5174 
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H-S Precision 


Introducing the Fiberthane Pro-Series rifle and pistol stocks. The Pro-Series stocks offer 
the sportsman a Kevlar/Graphite composite stock for the price of fiberglass. The Pro-Series 
stocks are completely finished, including a precision machined bedding block system, 
designed to eliminate bedding, a recoil pad, sling swivel studs, and finished in a black or 
grey epoxy-based chemical coating (not a paint). 

The Pro-Series sniper stock has been selected as the stock for the Army’s new M-24 Sniper 
Rifle System. The Pro-Series stock was selected because of its superior strength over a 
temperature range of —50° F to + 150° F, its unique bedding block system and its outstanding 
finish which will not chip or scratch off. 

Pro-Series stocks are available for Remington bolt action rifles and pistols. Models are 
available for hunting, varmint, sniper and target rifles. US. Army demands the best, 


- XG, H-S Precision, Inc. 

A 112 N. Summit, P.O. Box 512 
< Prescott, AZ 86302 
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A FEW VIEWS ON CASES 


Dear Dave, 

At the very least, it has made for some in- 
teresting reading these past few years ... 
about the dominance of the 6PPC, and the 
various attempts made, via wildcats, to de- 
throne the little rascal. 

As|see things, the .30 American case is a 
very unlikely candidate to accomplish this 
herculean task. Not unless there is some- 
thing special about Federal’s case. It is gen- 
erally rated at amaximum PSI of 38,000, far 
below typical benchrest loads that are often 
in the 60,000 range. (Editor: | believe the 
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with the standard top plus shipping 


Add Penn. state sales tax (6%) 
where applicable 


MATERIAL: 
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FINISH: 

Imron clear, 3 coats 
FEATURES: 

— Rack and Pinion on primary rise 

— Fourth leg 
OPTIONS: 

— Rifle Stop 

— Deluxe top with stop 
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BALD EAGLE 
PRECISION MACHINE CO. 


101 Allison Street 
Lock Haven, Pa. 17745 
(717) 748-6772 
BILL GEBHARDT 


NRA Endowment Member/ 
IBS life member 


38,000 figure was mainly set so low to keep 
the boys with lever actions from becoming 
too carried away at the powder measure; it 
is more of a “gun” limitation than a basic 
case limitation). 

The .30-30 basic case configuration was 
of course the basis for the .219 Donaldson 
Wasp, which was king of the hill back at the 
time of the birth of our benchrest sport, in 
1947. But, in 1950 along came the deuce, 
which was to eclipse the Wasp in a few 
short years. | suspect that necking up the 
Wasp to 6mm will allow one to have a bit 
better wind bucking, and a slightly better 
match bullet choice, so | theorize that the 
6mm Wasp should have an edge today on 
the .219 Wasp, but not all that much of an 
edge. 

There are many things in this old world 
that come full circle. However the return of 
the Wasp does not appear to have taken 
place in 1988, at least not if one is to judge 
by “top 20” equipment reports. 

The relatively new Remington 7BR brass 
seems like a logical choice to select for one 
who wishes to take on “The Great Chal- 
lenge”, especially if Remington could be 
persuaded to use a smaller flash hole, a la 
the PPC. (Editor: itis not the practice of U.S. 
arms makers to listen to the expressed 
wishes of their customers). The 6BR and 
the 22BR have been considered by many to 
have too much powder capacity for what 
the benchresters need. For those who sin- 
cerely so believe, moving the shoulder back, 
or shortening the overall length of the case, 
should address that problem nicely. Those 
two steps, plus possibly varying the case’s 
shoulder angle should give us a readily 


Lilja Precision Rifle Barrels, Inc. 


Proven in the major Benchrest Tournaments: 
The Super Shoot, NBRSA and IBS Nationals, The 
Cactus, The Crawfish, and Regional Matches. 


Lilja Barrels are available in stainless steel for: 
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@ Rifle and Pistol Silhouette 
®@ Highpower 
@ Smallbore 
@ High Grade Hunting Rifles 


Special Contours, duplication of some 
commercial contours and fluting on request 
Sporter contour barrels available in chrome - 
moly. Fitting and chambering offered on a lim- 
ited basis. For more information contact 
Lilja Precision Rifle Barrels, Inc. 
P.O. Box 372 
Plains, Montana 59859 
(406) 826-3084 
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available parent case wildcat, one that cer- 
tainly SHOULD shoot on a par with the 
PPC. Also this approach should negate the 
requirement that one be a master machinist 
to prepare cases (i.e., turning off rims, 
etc.). 

The other factor to be considered in the 
overall scheme of things is the matter of 
what can be done to insure an adequate 
supply of brass for the PPC. It has been 
demonstrated on at least three occasions 
(to my personal knowledge) that having a 
sole source of supply, and overseas to boot, 
is not exactly a great situation. As this is 
written (September 14th), factory cham- 
bered rifles for the PPC have indeed been 
made and sold by Sako. However it ap- 
pears as if only factory loaded cartridges 
are available (i.e., no brass). From what | 
have heard, the case capacity of the brass is 
lesser, apparently due to greater case head 
thickness. 

As is generally known, Federal Cartridge 
Company in recent days has been willing to 
listen to requests to set up for a manufactur- 
ing special run of match quality brass not 
available elsewhere. Elgin Gates, president 
of IHMSA has been able to offer the .357 
Super Mag (Maximum), 7mm International, 
and recently the 7mm/.223, all Federal nick- 
el match brass, not to mention the .30 Amer- 
ican for the benchrest world. Surely there 
exists adequate demand for Federal to 
make PPC brass here, stateside! 

In closing, | personally do not regard at- 
tempting to solve the PPC brass riddle ... 
and trying to beat the PPC . . . as being im- 
possible bed mates. | think them both noble 
tasks, well worthy of the attention of talent- 
ed, dedicated accuracy enthusiasts. 

Ronald Sandonato 
17 Galley Hill Lane 
Fairport, N.Y. 14450 
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Mr. Bill Schorer 
5275 E. 79th St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 


Dear Mr. Schorer: 

| read your recent reply to Mr. Nagy’s let- 
ter in the October 1988 issue of Precision 
Shooting. | hesitated to write this letter, as | 
surely do not want to be on your “hit list” 
along with Mr. Nagy and my good friend, 
Pete Callan. 

| have reread your letter many times to 
make sure that | understand your position or 
theory. It seems to be as follows: case neck 
variation, or lack of it, determines what is a 
“good case.” Or put another way, the cases 
with larger case neck variation are less ac- 
curate than cases with less variation. (Be- 
fore neck turning of course)! 

A few years back | purchased an Audette 
case checking tool and used it to check 
many cases (probably far less than that 
magic figure of 1000). | also used a Mitutoyo 
Ball Mike to check my cases. | shoot a 6mm 
and a .308 in the Hunter Class and the 6 
PPC in the Varmint classes. | checked all 
brands of cases including the Sako PPC 
brass (old lot). Using the Audette tool to 
check case body and case head run out | 
soon found that the Sako PPC and Norma 
brass in .308 Win and 22-250 (used to form 
6mm brass) was far superior to the domes- 
tic brass, i.e. Federal, Remington and Win- 
chester. However, often the case neck vari- 
ation of the Norma and Sako brass was 
greater than the domestic brass. | then 
turned the necks to a uniform thickness and 
fireformed them. | put the cases in a neck 
trimmer and cut them to a uniform length. | 
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MARCY LYONS 


filled the cases with Hodgdon 335 powder 
from my powder measure to over flowing 
and ran a straight edge across the top and 
weighed each charge. The Sako and 
Norma brass charge of H335 weighed with- 
in 0.2 to 0.3 grain of each charge thrown. 
However, the greater case body variation of 
the domestic brass showed a larger varia- 
tion in the weighed charges of H335, often 
exceeding two grains in the larger cases. 
This immediately got me to thinking, i.e., 
case neck variation has no relevancy to 
good cases or bad cases as case body vari- 
ation is much more important. | started cut- 
ting a sample of all of these cases behind the 
shoulder and checked the case body thick- 
ness with my ball mike. It confirmed the 
findings of the Audette tool. | then took the 
domestic brass with a bad case neck varia- 
tion and marked the high and low spots, 
often at 180 degrees, on the neck with a 
“soft tip” pen. | then placed these cases in 
the Audette tool and checked the high and 
low spots on the case body. Lo and behold, 
there was no correlation between the two. 
Also the domestic brass with good case 
neck variation often had a wide case body 
variation and the Sako and Norma brass 
was always superior regardless of its case 
neck variation. However, | did note that the 
domestic cases which had the widest varia- 
tion in the neck thickness usually also had 
the widest variation of thickness in the body. 
Thus as a benchrest expert | could come 
to the conclusion that case body thickness 


is very, very important in case selection. Not 
necessarily so!? Colonel T. J. Jackson, Aus- 
tin, Texas, feels that this only becomes im- 
portant where oversized reamers are used 
to cut commercial and “big bore” chambers. 
However, he feels that if tight reamers, both 
in the neck and body, are used as in the PPC 
that it becomes irrelevant except as to case 
capacity. He feels that case head 
squareness is much more important. (I’m 
sure the good Colonel will call me and tell me 
that the Dumb Ass that! am, has misquoted 
nim.) 

The equipment list from the “Top 20” in 
each class (80 shooters) at the 1988 
NBRSA Unlimited and Varmint Nationals at 
Midland, Texas lists only one .222, that for 
9th place in the Heavy Varmint. In fact 77 
out of these 80 shooters used the Sako 
PPC case. If you fellow Indianians, Dr. Kim 
Brown, Fred Hasecuster, Perry Morton and 
Ferris Pindell switch to the .222, using your 
method of case selection, | will seriously 
consider switching back to the .222 and the 
PMC brass. | have attended almost all of the 
NBRSA Nationals at Kelbly’s Range since 
1975 but have never met you. Hoping | have 
the pleasure of meeting you and competing 
against your .222 next year at Kelblys at the 
1989 NBRSA Varmint Nationals, | remain, 

Sincerely, 

Marcy Lyons 

404 W. 14th St. 
Crowley, LA 70526 


THE WICHITA WBR 1375 

© Receiver 1.375” in dia. — 8” long 

@ Steel Extractor 

© Opposite-side ports available in right hand or left 
hand model 1375's. Priced Extra. 


$475.00 Plus Shipping 


All actions finished in white. Bolts feature 3 locking lug-design. Suitable for Canjar or 
Remington triggers. Barrel thread size 1" 16 NF - 3 X 1" deep. 


new Wichita’s Fast Feed Cone Bolt 


Wichita’s Easy to Remove Trigger 


new’ Adaptor 


new 
new Wichita’s Super Flute — Reduces Weight 


new 


Steel Extractor 


Wichita Precision Rifle Rest 
Cast iron and steel 11 Ibs. $82.50 
Bag Set $26.95 


Wichita Arms, Inc. 


444 Ellis, P.O. Box 11371, Wichita, KS 67211 


Wichita’s Short Tang — Reduces Weight 


Anschutz Trigger Hook-ups on special 


new order (additional cost) 


F.0.B. Wichita 
Send FFL with order or write 
for more information. 


— 


e (316) 265-0661 


THE INDIANA STOCK MAN 


by 
John J. Gammuto 


A few weeks ago | visited Tom 
Meredeth’s new stock shop in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, and found it to be well equipped 
and highly organized. As many of you know, 
Tom has been the muscle behind Sinclair 
International's bedding and stock finishing 
operations for quite some time, but has re- 
cently decided to venture out on his own. 
Tom told me that he was 14 years old when 
Fred Sinclair gave him his first job in 1976. 
He has been in the business for twelve years 
now and has done all of Sinclair 


One of Tom Meredeth’s custom paint jobs. 


International’s stock work since 1980. 
When | asked Tom how many stocks he 
beds and paints in the course of a year, he 
said he wasn’t quite sure, but guessed the 
number would be in the neighborhood of 
275-300. That’s a lot of stocks and adds up 
to a lot of experience. 

At this time, Tom will only accept work 
that has passed through the shop of Fred 
Sinclair. These two fellas have enjoyed a 
fine working relationship over the years and 
see no reason to disrupt a successful ven- 


STATE OF THE ART DEVELOPMENT HAS LED 
TO THE FINEST SILHOUETTE PISTOL TODAY! 


Standard Calibers: 
Al-.17, .222, .223, .222 Mag. 


A ll - .22-250, .243, 7mm/08, .308 


Wildcats: Special Order 


“Each pistol is built to perfection for the demanding 
hunter who wants the very best in terms of accuracy, 
quality & durability. You are assured of the finest Sil- 
hovette pistol in the world.” — Bill Wiseman 


Sako Action A! & A Il 

All Metal Parts Finished in Teflon 

Stainless Steel Barrel (Wiseman/McMillan) 

Action Glass Bedded and Free Floating of Barrel 
Laminated Wood Stock (100%) Resin Impregnated) 


Magazine Capacity: A | - 7 rds./A Il - 5 rds. 


BILL WISEMAN 
Custom Gunmaker 
P.O. Box 3427 

Bryan, Texas 77805 
Phone (409) 846-3990 


MANUFACTURER OF THE ORIGINAL “McMILLAN RIFLE BARREL” 


ture. Together they have produced many 
fine shooting rifles and this can only be at- 
tributed to their hard work and dedication to 
the shooting sports. 

Tom says he has seen several popular 
action bedding systems come and go. The 
business has changed over the past several 
years, in that he hardly ever gets a request 
to do a once standard “bolt-in” bedding job 
anymore. The three most popular types of 
stock work that come out of his shop these 
days are the pillar bedded factory wood 
stocks, the aluminum “V” block bedded 
fiberglass hunting stocks, and of course the 
block bed and glue-in jobs that are more 
commonly associated with benchrest rifles. 

The day | visited Tom he was installing an 
aluminum “V” block bedding system in a 
McMillan fiberglass hunting stock, the ac- 
tion was a Remington 700. | observed the 
entire operation from start to finish and be- 
lieve me when | tell you | got an education 
just watching. The thing that really im- 
pressed me that day was the professional 
manner in which Tom approached his work. 
Every operation that he performed was 
clean and deliberate, he never wasted a mo- 
tion or lost time due to uncertainty. He left 
me with the impression he could do this in 
his sleep, if necessary. 

Prior to watching Tom perform this work, 
| was certain | could do the same thing if | 


Continued on page 20 
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learance in bedded stock. 


insure proper Cc! 


The prepared aluminum “V” block ready to be positioned. Note the taping of the recoil lug to 


into the bedding material 


Installed aluminum “V” and rear pillar ready to go 


PRECISION SHOOTING — DECEMBER, 1988 


18 


‘ 


The stock is taped and leaded with Devcon epoxy. 


A finished product in the foreground and one curing behind it. Continued on next page 
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THE INDIANA 
STOCK MAN 


Continued from page 16 


wanted to. Had | chosen to do that, | am 
now CERTAIN | would have had a much 
tougher go of it than he did. Believe me 
when | tell you, he and every other 
benchrest stocker earn every penny they 
charge for this type of work. 

Most people know Tom Meredeth as a 
guy that OCCASIONALLY produces a 
“wild” custom paint job. Some of Tom’s re- 
cent custom endeavors however, have 
caused some shooters to stand up and take 
notice. He has recently exhibited a real flare 
for this type of work by completing some 
very interesting custom paint jobs. On a pro- 
duction basis Tom is hard to rival, especially 
if you consider he is turning out near 300 a 
year. Now that he has branched out into 
custom work, he is rapidly becoming a per- 
son whose talents are much sought after. If 
Meredeth were selling stock in himself | 


OUR 
ENTHUSIASTIC 
CONGRATULATIONS 
to 


TONY BOYER 
The 1988 


Benchrest Shooter 
of the Year 


“Ya did us proud, son” 


HAMMONDS GUN SHOP 


R.D. #4, Box 504, Red Lion, Pa. 17356 
Phone (717) 244-7879 


would certainly buy a few shares. If he con- 
tinues to produce the same quality work he 
has become known for, | think it’s safe to as- 
sume that he will be busy bedding and paint- 
ing stocks for years to come. 

Tom also talked at length about the vari- 
Ous paints he uses and detailed the advan- 
tages and disadvantages associated with 
each type. Although he has painted many 
stocks using lacquers and epoxy based 
products, he feels that the acrylic enamel 
paints available today are the most practi- 
cal. This is due to the product's relatively 
high resistance to damage caused by bore 
solvents and inadvertent abuse. He was 
quick to point out that you cannot do one of 
these jobs in a day or two because of the 
“real” curing time associated with these 
paints. Most people do not realize that the 
primer coat is the most critical, it takes a 
long time to cure properly and is highly sus- 
ceptible to creeping and shrinkage. Tom 
stated that after the final coat of acrylic 
enamel is applied to the rifle stock it isn’t 
wise to handle it for 5 to 7 days. After this ini- 
tial drying period, it is OK to handle but 
should be left alone for another 30 days for 
the “hard” cure. When a customer requires 
the ultimate stock protection, Tom applies 
an extremely durable urethane final coat 
and this sometimes takes 60 days or more 
to completely cure. So if you’re in a hurry 
and don’t want to wait, you’re going to have 
to go to the local hardware store and buy a 
can of Rust-o-leum. | don’t think Tom’s 
business will suffer as a result and you can 
be relatively certain | won’t be sending you 
any work either! If you’ve been around 
benchrest for any period of time at all you 
know that “you get what you pay for.” 

If you would like to contact Tom to dis- 
cuss the subject further, he can be reached 
thru Sinclair International, 718 Broadway, 
New Haven IN 46774. Phone - (219) 493- 
1858. 


30 AMERICAN 


UNPRIMED BRASS 
Federal Cartridge Company manufactured. A basic case, 30-30 configuration, 
small primer pocket, small flash hole, annealed further down case body than 
usual, and manufactured to match case tolerances. 
$43.00 per 100 cases (minimum order) 


$38.00 per 100 cases (orders of 1000 cases or more) 
North Carolina orders add 5% state sales tax. 


We are currently chambering for the .219 Wasp, 6mm Wasp, 25 Wasp, and 30 Wasp. 


The first 50,000 case lot has sold out, we have 18,000 cases left, 
and another 50,000 cases are on order from Federal. 


DAVID TOOLEY 


516 CREEKMEADOW DRIVE 


GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA 28054 


Phone (704) 864-7525 


REMINDER 


PRECISION SHOOTING MAGAZINE is 
relatively unique in its field . . . in that itis 
almost exclusively written by its reader- 
ship. We have no professional staff writ- 
ers for a number of reasons ... not the 
least of whichis an awareness that a high 
percentage of our readers are sufficient- 
ly sophisticated that the average 
firearms-writing-hack would not get too 
far in our pages. 

We have to remind our readership, 
from time to time that many of you are 
doing testing and experimenting that our 
readership would love to learn about. 

You do not have to be a skilled writer. 
Many of the articles and letters you read 
herein, which may look pretty well- 
written ... well, let’s just nicely say that 
they didn’t come in here that well written. 
Sympathetic editing is applied, as might 
be needed. 

Our readership remains interested in 
wildcats, gunsmithing, accuracy prod- 
ucts, accuracy shooting, and relevant 
subjects. 

If you are doing something along these 
lines, we would like to hear from you. The 
editor and the assistant editor are sitting 
on the edge of their chair, waiting for your 
letter. 


Reloaders Discounts! 


30% off list prices of Redding, C-H, 
Bonanza’s top quality dies and equip- 
ment. Send $3.50 for manufacturer's 


catalog/price pack, refundable on $25 
order. VISA/MasterCard accepted. 
Vega Tool Company, Dept, 488, 
1840 Commerce St., Unit H, Boulder 
Colorado 80301. (303) 443-4750. 


Congratulations to 


TONY BOYER 


The 
1988 Benchrest Shooter 
of the Year 


BALD EAGLE 


PRECISION MACHINE CO. 
101 Allison Street 
Lock Haven, Pa. 17745 
(717) 748-6772 
BILL GEBHARDT 


NRA Endowment Member/ 
IBS life member 
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BENCHREST: A COST ESTIMATE 


Over the past few months | have received 
several, “How Do | Get Started in 
Benchrest,” and “How Much Am | Going to 
Have to Spend,” type letters. As an individu- 
al, | have done my level best to respond to 
these inquiries in a straightforward and 
truthful manner. | try to satisfy inquiries with 
realistic cost figures relative to the purchase 
of new and/or used equipment and then 
point them in the direction of reputable 
benchrest equipment suppliers and manu- 
facturers. | believe you do the potential new 
shooter a great disservice by not being com- 
pletely honest with him when it comes to an- 
swering these types of questions. 

Not many of us LIKE parting with hard 
earned dollars, but will do so, if we feel we 
are receiving value. Like anything else, we 
also like to know up front what the bottom 
line is going to be! I've seen too many people 
enter the sport and drop out because they 
could not continue to spend the kind of dol- 
lars it takes to be an active competitor or 
keep up with state-of-the-art refinements. 

A popular misconception has developed 
over the years, and that is we do not attract 
hundreds of new shooters to the sport an- 
nually because costs associated with the 
game are prohibitive. Although | do not 
COMPLETELY reject this notion, it doesn’t 
seem to be the major reason for our lack of 
growth. Several months ago, Walt Berger 
and George Kelbly both told me that the 
NBRSA loses approximately one-third of its 
total membership annually due to non re- 
newal. Now that is an interesting statistic; a 
lot can be read into it. | don’t suppose any- 


Adjustable Shooting Stools 
Solid Oak 
Cadmium Plated Hardware 
$39.50 plus postage 


10% Discount to NBRSA 
or IBS Life Members 


Tony Hidalgo 
12701 S.W. 9th Place 
Davie, Florida 33325 

(305) 476-7645 

Quantity discount available 
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by 


John J. Gammuto 


one has ever taken the time to inquire about 
the reasons for this seemingly high number, 
but the number alone is indicative of some- 
thing. Isit possible that the problem is not at- 
tracting people, but holding on to them once 
we get them? 

| will be the first to admit that benchrest ri- 
fles and accuracy related products do not 
come cheap. By the same token, can you 
point out one other industry that produces 
goods and services as technically superior 
as ours that sells cheap? One simply does 
not exist. If you would like to test the validity 
of the above statement, try the following. 
Take your rifle bolt or any other component 
to a local machine shop and ask the owner 
to quote you a price to duplicate it. 

Virtually everything we use is custom 
made and built to our exact specifications. 
We dictate our own unique product require- 
ments and demand near perfection from 
those that compete for our dollars. Over the 
years I'll bet we have driven many a good 
man to drink. As far as | know, no one has 
gotten rich off of us and retired to Hilton 
Head Island. 

As many of you know, | am employed as a 
cost engineer by one of the countries fore- 
most architectural/engineering firms. Devel- 
oping cost studies and estimates are all part 
of the job. | thought you might be interested 
in seeing, in terms of today’s dollars, what it 
would cost if you were to start out fresh, 
that is purchase everything new, and do a 
moderate amount of competitive shooting 
in your first year. 

The dictionary defines the word estimate 


as, “arough calculation or judgement based 
on incomplete data” so place whatever 
value on it you wish. Be sure you pay strict 
attention to the basis and technical assump- 
tions portion of the estimate before you 
begin looking at the dollar amounts. 

If your wife reads the magazine prior to 
you, | apologize for any discomfort this arti- 
cle may have caused you. Your only conso- 
lation is that my wife read the article months 
before yours did and I’m still getting it. At 
least you can tell you. wife I’m full of 
s and go on about your business. 

John J. Gammuto 


See Tables on 
pages 22-25 


PENCE 
PRECISION BARRELS 


17 Cal.-50 Cal. Cut Riflings 
Hand-Lapped 
Stainless Steel Rifle Barrels 


Engineered By: G.G. Sherer 


Owner/Operator: Ron Pence 
Free Price List Available 


PENCE PRECISION BARRELS 
R.R. #2 Rd. 900S. 
S. Whitley, In. 46787 
219-839-4745 


I |.) Accuracy Plus* > 


BARRELING AND BEDDING SERVICE 
BENCHREST AND HUNTING RIFLES 


ATLANTIC PRECISION, INC. 


Rt. 2, Box 107 Dagsboro, DE 19939 
(302) 537-1600 


Send $2.00 for Photos and Price Lists. 


*The Plus Is Pride * 


BASIS of ESTIMATE 


PRECISION SHOOTING Estimate No. RIFLE 
MAGAZINE Project No. 1000-00 
PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATE Prepared by: JG / / 
TIME: 08:37:59 AM 
BENCHREST RIFLE, ACCESSORIES, AND INDIRECT COSTS Date: 270CT88 


Price level: OCT88 


Scope 
COST ESTIMATE OF (1) BENCHREST RIFLE, LIGHT VARMINT CLASS, 6MM PPC, RELATED 


EQUIPMENT, AND INDIRECT COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH A REASONABLE FIRST YEAR MATCH 
SCHEDULE. 


Technical Basis 


ALL COMPONENTS AND CRAFT SKILLS ARE CONSIDERED TO BE STATE-OF-THE-ART. 


Assumptions 


ALL EQUIPMENT PURCHASED AS NEW. NO CONSIDERATION GIVEN TO AVAILABILITY OR 
COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH USED PRODUCTS. 


ADDITIONAL NOTE: ESTIMATED COST OF PURCHASING SIMILIAR USED EQUIPMENT WOULD 
BE APPROXIMATELY 60-65% OF NEW PRICES. 


Commercial Basis 


1. Equipment/Material Cost 
1. 1988 PRICES QUOTED FROM BENCHREST EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS AND SUPPLIERS. 


2. WHERE COST DIFFERENTIALS OCCURED IN THE COMPARISON OF SIMILIAR 
PRODUCTS OF TWO OR MORE SUPPLIERS AN AVERAGE OR REASONABLE COMPROMISE 
PRICE WAS USED. 


2. COSTS ARE BASED ON CASH PRICES ONLY. NO FINANCE CHARGES FOR 
THE USE OF CREDIT CARDS, ETC. HAVE BEEN COMPUTED. 


2. Labor Wage Rates 


LABOR COSTS BASED ON HOURLY RATES DO NOT APPLY. ALL LABOR COSTS ARE 
TO BE CONSIDERED AS FIXED PRICES ASSOCIATED WITH SPECIFIC SERVICES, 
EXCLUSIVE OF EQUIPMENT AND MATERIAL COSTS. 


5. Quantity Sources 


BASED ON EXPERIENCE AND REASONABLE CONSIDERATION WITH RESPECT TO 
EXPENDABLE ITEMS, I.E., ANTICIPATING THE NEW SHOOTER WILL PARTICIPATE 
IN APPROXIMATELY 3 MATCHES HIS FIRST YEAR. 


N 


Indirect Expenses 


CONSIDERATION GIVEN TO COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH MATCH PARTICIPATION, 
I.E., TRAVEL, LODGING, FOOD, REGISTRATION FEES, ETC. 


8. Escalation Rates (See Cost Summary for rates) 


NONE APPLIED. A 3-4% COST FACTOR COULD BE ADDED TO 1988 FIGURES TO 
ARRIVE AT REASONABLE 1989 COSTS. 
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BASIS of ESTIMATE 
Estimate No. RIFLE 


Commercial Basis continued 


9. Sales/Use Taxes (See Cost Summary for rate) 
NONE APPLIED. 


10. Contingency (See Cost Summary for rates) 


10% APPLIED TO COVER EXTRAS, PREMIUMS ASSOCIATED WITH STATE-OF-THE-ART 
REFINEMENTS, SHIPPING, TAXES, ETC. 


cos tT SUMMARY REPORT 


PRECISION SHOOTING Estimate No. RIFLE 
MAGAZINE Project No. 1000-00 
PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATE Prepared by: JG / / 
TIME: 08:37:59 AM 
BENCHREST RIFLE, ACCESSORIES, AND INDIRECT COSTS Date: 270CT88 
Price level: OCT88 
TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL 
ACCT.NO. DESCRIPTION EQUIPMENT COST MATERIAL COST LABOR COST TOTAL COST 
100 RIFLE - 10.54, 6PPC 1,345 0 310 1,655 
200 RELOADING EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 992 406 0 1,398 
300 CLEANING EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 147 92 0 239 
400 MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 733 0 0 733 
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSfSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSsSSSsesessssseessesessesesessz 
TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS 3,217 498 310 4,025 
INDIRECT EXPENSES 869 
ESCALATION 0 
SALES/USE TAX 0 
CONTINGENCY 400 
TOTAL PROJECT COST 5,294 
———Oe 0 
GRAND TOTAL COST 5,294 


&) “The Reamer People” 
Precision 


CHAMBERING 
REAMERS 


Professional 


BERGER BULLETS KELBLY, INC. 


.224 Caliber 


52 grain sy ts irs 
60-65 grain $9.50 per hundred Manufacturers of 


6mm Caliber — the Stolle Panda, 
60-62-65-68 grain 


80 grain $10.00 per hundred Polar, Kodiak, and 
Distributor for J-4 Jackets Teddy Actions 
Distributor for Sako PPC brass 
Lead wire .185 diameter 
Ye of one per cent antimony — Kelbly scope rings 
$25.00 per 25 Ib. roll 


POWDER 
T32 $65.00 per 8 Ib. container 
T35 T2208 $56.00 per 8 pounds 


— fiberglass stocks 


We also provide a wide range of gun- 
smithing services, including chamber- 
ing and complete rifles. 


( j 


7222 Dalton Fox Lake Road Easy Payment 


4234 N. 63rd Avenue . 
No. Lawrence, Ohio 44666 
Phoenix, Arizona 85033 (21 6) 683-4674 


(602) 846-5791 


Precision Tool Mfg. 


1141 So. Sumner Rd. 
Coos Bay, Or 97420 USA 
Lege 435P FAX: 503-267-5996 
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ESTIMATE 


TIME: 08:37:59 AM 


WORKSHEET 
PRECISION SHOOTING 


MAGAZINE 


PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATE 


BENCHREST RIFLE, ACCESSORIES, AND INDIRECT COSTS 


Price level: OCT88 


Estimate No. RIFLE 
Project No. 1000-00 
Prepared by: JG / / 


Date: 270CT88 


*** MATERIAL LABOR *** TOTAL 
ACCOUNT PACKAGE DESCRIPTION/DATES QTY UM = RATE EQUIPMENT MATERIAL MNHR/UN MNHRS~ RATE cosT cost 
100 RIFLE - 10.5#, 6PPC 
100.100 ACTION, BENCHREST EA 600.00 600 600 
100.101 TRIGGER, 2 OZ. COMPETITION EA 90.00 90 90 
100.102 BARREL, STAINLESS STEEL - TAPER, EA 195.00 195 100 295 
CHAMBER, FIT, AND CROWN 
100.103 FIBERGLAS STOCK - INLET, BED, GLUE, EA 130.00 130 210 340 
AND FINISH 
100.104 SCOPE, 36X, DOT RETICLE EA 290.00 290 290 
100.105 RINGS AND BASES LT 40.00 40 40 
200 RELOADING EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 
200.100 POWDER MEASURE WITH TUBES, BOTTLE, LT 220.00 220 220 
AND STAND 
200.101 POWDER SCALE EA 45.00 45 45 
200.102 NECK TURNING TOOL WITH MANDREL, EA 100.00 100 100 
HANDLE, AND MICROMETER 
200.103 PRIMER POCKET UNIFORMER - CARBIDE EA = 20.00 20 20 
200.104 FLASH HOLE DEBURRING TOOL EA = 15.00 15 15 
200.105 NECK EXPANDER WITH MANDREL EA 20.00 20 20 
200.106 CASE LENGTH TRIMMER WITH SHELL EA 25.00 25 25 
HOLDER 
200.107 CHAMFERING TOOL EA 5.00 5 5 
200.108 LOADING DIES - HAND TYPE LT 100.00 100 100 
200.109 FULL LENGTH SIZING DIE - THREADED EA 20.00 20 20 
200.110 LOADING PRESS - HAND TYPE EA = 25.00 25 25 
200.111 ARBOR PRESS EA = 75.00 75 75 
200.112 PRIMING TOOL EA 55.00 55 55 
200.113 DIAL CALIPER, 4" EA 50.00 50 50 
200.114 MICROMETER, BALL TYPE EA —- 80.00 80 80 
200.115 BULLET SEATING DEPTH CHECKER EA = 15.00 15 15 
200.116 PLASTIC AMMO BOX EA 4.00 4 4 
200.117 TOOL BOX, 3 DRAWER EA 45.00 45 45 
200.118 MISC. TOOLS, SCREWDRIVERS, WRENCHES, LT 50.00 50 50 
"C" CLAMPS, ETC. 
200.119 MISC. LUBRICANTS LT 15.00 15 15 
200.120 RAWHIDE MALLET EA —- 10.00 10 10 
24 
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ESTIMATE WORKSHEET 
Estimate No. RIFLE 


WORK *** MATERIAL *** *** LABOR *** TOTAL 
ACCOUNT PACKAGE DESCRIPTION/DATES QTY UM = RATE EQUIPMENT MATERIAL MNHR/UN MNHRS- RATE COST COsT 
200.121 BULLET PULLER 1 EA 13.00 13 13 
200.122 BULLETS, 6MM 2000 EA 0.11 220 220 
200.123 PRIMERS 2000 EA 0.02 40 40 
200.124 POWDER 8 LB 11.00 88 88 
200.125 BRASS, PPC/USA 50 EA 0.85 43 43 
300 CLEANING EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 
300.100 CLEANING RODS, JAGS, AND CARRYING 2 EA 22.00 44 44 
CASE 
300.101 BRONZE BRUSHES 2 02 10.00 20 20 
300.102 BORE SOLVENTS AND OTHER CHEMICALS 50 02 0.87 44 44 
300.103 PATCHES, COTTON FLANNEL 100% 2000 EA 0.01 20 20 
300.104 BORE MOPS 6 EA 1.20 8 8 
300.105 ACTION/CLEANING ROD GUIDE 1 EA 20.00 20 20 
300.106 CLEANING CRADLE 1 EA 30.00 30 30 
300.107 ACTION CLEANING TOOL 1 LT 18.00 18 18 
300.108 STOCK PROTECTOR 1 EA 15.00 15 15 
300.109 BOLT DISASSEMBLY TOOL 1 EA 20.00 20 20 
400 MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
400.101 FRONT REST WITH COMPETITION TOP AND 1 EA 140.00 140 140 
BAG 
400.102 REAR BAG 1 EA 13.00 13 13 
400.103 WIND FLAGS (HOMEMADE) WITH PURCHASED 15 EA 30.00 450 450 
PHOTO. LIGHT STANDS 
400.104 SHOOTING GLASSES 1 EA 50.00 50 50 
400.105 GUN CASE 1 EA 50.00 50 50 
400.106 MEMBERSHIP DUES 1 EA 30.00 30 30 
900 INDIRECT COSTS - MATCH PARTICIPATION 
900.100 (1) MAJOR EVENT AND (2) LOCAL 
MATCHES 
900.101 REGISTRATION FEES 190 190 
900.102 MOTELS 8 NT 45.00 360 360 
900.103 FOOD 8 DY 25.00 200 200 
900.104 GAS AND TOLLS 700 MI 0.17 119 119 
en gS a ag img aR ae ag 
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AN OLD RECIPE FOR 
FINISHING WOOD STOCKS 


Prior to discussing finishing materials and 
techniques, | believe a few introductory re- 
marks pertaining to the suitability of some 
types of stock materials would be most 
helpful. They may save you countless hours 
of labor as well as a few dollars. 

The blocks of walnut, maple, cherry, and 
other varieties of wood used to make rifle 
stocks must be selected from properly sea- 
soned lumber, and be as defect free in the 
inner mass of the wood as possible. Obvi- 
ously, many such defects are discovered 
only as the outer potions are cut away, and 
in some woods they are impossible to fore- 
see; certain species of wood are notably 
free from such flaws, while others are more 
likely to exhibit them. If the wood has a very 
pronounced, bold grain or is distinctly two- 
toned in color, it will greatly add to the over- 
all beauty and value of the stock. These rich 
and highly desirable grain patterns and 
markings are unique unto themselves. 

Moderately hard woods should be used 
for the purpose of stocking rifles; the gener- 
al requirements for a satisfactory wood are 
that it should last indefinitely and not be sub- 
ject to splitting, cracking, or similar defects 
while it’s being shaped or aged. The wood 
must also cut and finish up well. Some very 
close grained woods are very attractive, 
hard, and durable, but weigh too much and 
are very difficult to work with, thus eliminat- 
ing them from practical consideration. One 
of the most desirable properties in any wood 
is uniformity or freedom from irregular soft 
or hard spots. The woods technically best 
suited to gun stocks are uniform and solid 
throughout. The logs of some woods have 
cores (heartwood) much less dense than 
the outer wood and are of an entirely differ- 
ent texture and should be avoided. 

The various woods used to stock rifles 
need to be dried and cured properly and 
should be purchased from established deal- 
ers. The use of lumber obtained from the 
tree “out back” or the local wooded area 
may not always work out unless you are ex- 
perienced enough to be able to cure and 
season each variety in the correct manner. | 
don’t believe there is anything as disheart- 
ening as working several weeks on a project 
and watching a hairline crack develop into 
something that resembles the Grand Can- 
yon, and ultimately ruining the piece. 

| believe you will find the following table of 
wood densities quite interesting. Although 
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the data is not precisely accurate, because 
of the number of variable factors involved, it 
will provide you with a point of reference. 

The table has been compiled from several 
reliable sources and checked with actual 
dealers’ supplies. Blocks of wood sold in 
large quantities are sometimes sold by the 
pound. 

The figures represent pounds per cubic 
foot, in normal air-dried condition. Fresh or 
green wood will vary appreciably. 


ASPEN 25 
BALSA 7.5 
BASSWOOD 25 
BEECH 41 
BIRCH 42 
BOXWOOD, TURKISH 63 
BOXWOOD, WEST INDIAN 53 
BUTTERNUT 25 
CHERRY 40 
CHESTNUT 39 
COCOBOLA 75 
EBONY, INDIAN 72 
EBONY, EAST AFRICAN 62 
LIGNUM VITAE 84 
MAHOGANY, AFRICAN 34 
MAHOGANY, WEST INDIAN = 24 
MAPLE 35 
OAK 42 
PADOUK 70 
PEAR 47 
PLUM 51 
PINE, AVERAGE 35 
PRIMA VERA 36 
PURPLEHEART 55 
REDWOOD 27 
ROSEWOOD, BRAZILIAN 50 
ROSEWOOD, HONDURAS 71 
SATINWOOD 64 
SNAKEWOOD 69 
TEAKWOOD 40 
WALNUT 37 
ZEBRAWOOD 64 


Before getting into specifics of what | feel 
the best finish for a wooden gun stock is, | 
have to warn you that if you are allergic to 
work, or are short on patience, do not, | re- 
peat, do not even bother to finish reading 
the rest of this article. | guarantee you will 
breakout in hives or something even worse. 

My personal belief is that the satin sheen 
achieved by a hand rubbed linseed oil finish 
is still the most beautiful, durable and mois- 
ture resistant sealing system you can apply. 


If the stock is carefully hand rubbed and 
polished to a uniformly smooth surface 
using linseed oil and elbow grease it’s tough 
to beat. 

To begin with, when we talk about iinseed 
oil we do not mean the common, or “raw,” 
variety that is used in house paint. This raw 
linseed oil is a pure organic product which in 
its natural state has the property of never 
drying — or atleast not for several decades. 
A sealing skin forms on the surface, keeping 
the understrata of oils wet or at least sticky. 
This makes a fine flexible coating that 
stands up well out-of-doors, because it 
“gives” with the expansion and contraction 
caused by summer heat and winter cold. 
But naturally such a finish when applied in 
ordinary thickness cannot be rubbed down 
with steel wool or sandpaper because it im- 
mediately gums and tears away from the 
wood. 

With raw linseed oil out of the way, we 
now come to the real thing. Namely, 
BOILED LINSEED OIL. This is linseed oil 
that dries better. Not very well, but better. It 
will dry throughout the depth of the coating, 
if thin enough. In the old days this drying 
quality was built into the oil by literally boiling 
it. If you want to try this, you can still do it, 
but | warn you to do it out-of-doors, as the 
stuff smokes fiercely with an irritating odor 
that takes weeks to air out of a house. 
(Don’t ask how | know this to be true.) 

In modern times, however, the same ef- 
fect is achieved by the addition of DRIERS, 
such as JAPAN DRIER, sold in paint and 
hardware stores, and SICCATIVE DRIER 
sold in artist’s supply stores for use in oil 
painting. Which is best? Undoubtedly the 
siccative. But from a practical point of view, 
it is not enough better to make any differ- 
ence in this case. 

The usually recommended quantity of 
drier to add to linseed oil is a tablespoon toa 
pint of oil, but double that quantity can be 
used with safe results. This holds true for 
siccative and Japan varieties. 

Before the actual finishing is started, the 
oil is diluted with one-quarter to one-third 
turpentine or mineral spirits. Here | prefer 
the mineral spirits because of its superior 
drying quality, but certainly the old-timers 
stick to turpentine with excellent results. 

Speaking of old-timers, you will also hear 
some rather amusing variations of my for- 
mula from them. The most common is one- 


PRECISION SHOOTING — DECEMBER, 1988 


third boiled linseed oil, one-third turpentine, 
and one-third vinegar. Sauterne and other 
wines are sometimes substituted for the vin- 
egar. And both cider and wine vinegar have 
their partisans. In fact, when | lived in Con- 
necticut one little old lady told me that any- 
one who uses anything but cow urine has 
come under the influence of foreigners. 

I didn’t want to question her further as she 
was Carrying a bucket of SOMETHING at 
the time! 

Now for the actual process of finishing the 
wood, which is where we lose the non- 
workers. To begin with, soak the oil into the 
wood for a couple of days, brushing it on 
freely to keep the surface wet as the wood 
sucks it in. When the wood has stopped ab- 
sorbing the oil, wipe the surface as hard and 
carefully as you can. The piece should then 
be let dry for two weeks, in a warm dry 
room. In the summer the process can be 
speeded up by taking the stock out into the 
sun every day for a week. 

Now starts the “building-up” of the finish, 
by rubbing the oil moisture into the wood 
once a week for six months. This is done 
with the palm of your hand or a soft pad of 
cloth, preferably flannel. 

After each application any excess oil 
must be wiped off with a dry cloth or paper 
toweling so that only the barest film of oil 
has been added to the surface. 

Six months is, of course, a generality, but 
not an exaggeration. It is a matter of individ- 
ual taste as to how much you want your fin- 
ish to build up. And there is a school that 
holds to the point of view that the job is 
never done. They continue to rub oil into the 
surface until their grandchildren are old 
enough to take over the job. Once the finish 
is established, it may be waxed, or polished 
with an oil-based polish, just like any fine 
piece of furniture. 

So the disadvantage of the linseed oil fin- 
ish is that it is a lot of work. There are three 
advantages. (1) There is no finer, deeper fin- 
ish for the beautifully grained piece of wood 
— such as an old Pennsylvania or Kentucky 
long rifle. The way you seem to be able to 
see into the wood is unsurpassed by any 
other finish. (2) A linseed oil finish is strongly 
resistant to many chemicals and sweaty 
hands. And (3) Some people just love to 
clean and polish their guns, and this gives 
them the finest excuse ever invented. 

Besides the work, there is another diffi- 
culty with the linseed oil finish that people 
commonly run into: after a few rubbings the 
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surface becomes sticky or gummy. This is 
caused by trying to rush the world’s slowest 
job, and building up layers of finish before 
they have a chance to dry. 

Each application of boiled linseed oil must 
be wiped off completely so that only the thin- 
nest film of new oil on the surface is left. 

You will often hear people say that linseed 
oil darkens the wood. This statement is only 
partially true. In the first place, some woods 
darken more than others when they are wet 
with any liquid — water, alcohol, lacquer 
thinner, varnish, shellac, whatever. And 
they darken to the same degree whichever 
liquid is used. This is called the wetting ef- 
fect. If you want to see how a particular 
piece of wood will look finished just wet it. 

That about covers it. | hope you will give 
the linseed oil finish a try. If done properly, | 
guarantee you will be more than pleased 
with the results. 

John J. Gammuto 
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BRUNO SHOOTERS NEW DISTRIBUTOR 
FOR SWEETS 7.62 SOLV. 
ADJ. SHOOT STOOL 
Padded Seat Solid Oak $39.95 
BAUSCH & LOMB - 36X SCOPES 
Dot $299.95 — Xhair $294.95 


Federal 205m Primers per 1000 $ 17.95 
Bonanza F.L. Size Dies 22 or 6PPC ........... 16.95 
Redding F.L. Size Dies 22 or 6PPC 2 ae 24.75 
Hart Rifle Rest (Varmint) .......... : . 85.95 
J-4 Jackets 22 cal. .......................... 38.95 
J-4 Jackets 6mm ‘ 5 42.95 
Lead Wire 3/16” 50 Ib. spool J... 49.95 
Kleinendorst Bolt Disengagement Tool see. 18.95 
Lee Auto Prime (2 trays) ... ; 12.95 


Davidson Bullet Puller ......2 hole 12.95 3hole 13.50 


Leupold 36X Scope .. Dot $326.95 X-Hair 316.95 
Canjar LP Rem. 2 oz. Trigger 93.00 
Shilen 2 oz. Trigger ..... eh ‘ 86.95 
Harti2 02: Tigger sci.cea ner or pe Ae tee ; 98.00 
Tuller Sand Bags Rear, Bunny, Rabbit .. 12.50 
Tuller Sand Bags Front #1 Hunt. Rifle 8.95 
Tuller Sand Bags #2 2/2” coment #243 8.95 
Tuller Sand Bags #3 3” wide ..... 8.95 
Uncle Mike’s Scope Caps : . Ave 10.95 
Bushnell Lt. Wt. Scope Rings a HAG SHE Me F 12.95 
Bushnell 1” (wide) Lt. Wt. 2.20.02... .. = 9.95 
Comparitor Micrometer (carbide) reads 

WY MONG a5 oss os 605 55.2 3a . 199.95 
Dial Caliper 6” Mitutoyo ................. . 58.95 
Dial Caliper 6”Stainless Steel... pias 47.95 
Ball Micrometer . . esas 74.95 
Standard 1” Micrometer 1-10,000 carbide Ake lack 26.95 
Lyman Culver Powder Measure P 165.00 
PPC Cases Sako-USA ....................... 78 
Shooting Stools, solid oak w/vinyl padded seat 39.95 
Never Dull- can .. : ; 93.25 
Whitetail Carbide Primer Pocket Uniformer ads sign 20.00 
Bruno Aluminum Side Tension Rest Top 39.95 
Bruno Loading Block (PPC), Lucite, Holds 20 9.95 


Bruno 310 Tool Neck Size Die, cet Wilson 
Bushings (Less Bushing) Saat has 


Write for complete price sheet to: 


10 - 5th St. 


Please include payment with order. Include ample shipping, overpayments will be refunded. ADD 2.20 
for COD orders. All orders will be shipped UPS. PA residents add 6% sales tax. Dealer price sheets 
available with signed copy of FFL. Prices subject to change without notice. Other products available. 
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Supplies 
Bruno Custom Core Brush 


Bore Guides with O Ring - 
Rem, Hart, Stolle, Shilen, Winchester 
(State Caliber — be specific)................ 12.95 


Patches - Bruno Cotton Flannel 
22 Cal 1% Square PerM ..... 
6mm Cal. 1% Square Per 500...... 
6mm or 30 Cal 2” Rd. Per 500 . 


Lube - Solvents - Solvent Bottles 
Bruno - Bolt Lube Plastic Syringe .. . 
Gold Medallion - 4 oz. 
Marksmans Choice - 16 oz. Bottle . seas “15:70 


Marksmans Choice - 4 oz. Bottle.......... 4.95 
Solvent Bottles Leak Proof20z............. 3.00 
Solvent Bottles Leak Proof 4 oz. Gun ues 


Sweets 7.62 Solvent 8 oz. .... ; 5.45 
Sweets - Swabs 


22 Sweets Swabs................. 1.00 
6mm Sweets Swabs................ 1.00 
7mm Sweets Swabs ig Glad neha eit 3 1.00 
30 & Up Sweets Swabs.................... 1.00 
Chamber Swab-PPC...................... 1.00 


Bruno Bullets 
22 Cal. 52 Grain FB... 0... eee 9.95 
New 22 Cal. 57 GrainFB ....... ; 9.95 
New 22 Cal.63GrainFB................. 9.95 
6mm 63, 65,68, 70FB.................... 10.50 
6mm 63, 65, 68, 70 BT... .. 10.95 
Min. Order 500 per caliber and weight) 
Sinclair Products 
Sinclair Arbor Press.................. 59.95 
Sinclair Neck Turner - Two Calibers Complete ... 50.00 
Sinclair Concentricity Fixture .......0...0...... 48.00 
Sinclair Rifle Caddy - Stand- 1 Caliber.......... 27.50 
Sinclair Rifle Caddy - Stand - 2 Caliber.......... 48.00 
Sinclair Side Tension Rest Top (New 1986)...... 40.00 
Sinclair Adj. Seating Die - State Caliber .. 55.00 
Sinclair Action Cleaning Kit.................... 16.50 
Sinclair Pill Bottle Adapt. Lyman, Reading .... 17.95 
Sinclair Neck Expander 2 Calibers ......... .. 19.50 
Sinclair Case Length Trimmer Mini, 22, 6mm. . 15.00 
Sinclair Primer Pocket Uniformer............... 18.95 
Sinclair Bolt Disengagement Tool Remington .... 16.75 
Sinclair Deluxe Deburing Too! with 
Shouldered Top Large Flash Hole 13.50 
Sinclair Deburing Tool - Flash Hole PPC... . 12.95 
Sinclair Powder Measure Bracket.............. 12.00 
Sinclair Primer Pocket Cleaner................ 5.00 
Sinclair Seating Depth Comparitor 6 Calibers .... 10.95 
Parker Hale Coated Rods 
17 Cal. - 32” Coated Rifle .................. 14.99 
17 Cal. - Jag be : , .. 2.50 
22, 6mm, 30 - 37” Rifle Rod... veces 14.99 
22, 6mm, 30 - 44” Rifle Rod. . Sieve, 14:00 
Jag or Adaptor Per Piece................... 2.25 
Dewey Coated Rods 
22; OO ="9B ROD) os. o6.5 dei0a Seeds Servic ner . 15.00 
22, 6mm - 44” Rod.......... : 15.50 
30 Cal. - 36” Rod sinoe pecan ' 16.00 
30 Cal. - 44” Rod baa a .... 16.50 
Jag-22,30...... ; ee eee F 2.25 
Adaptor 22, 30... a9, 2.00 
Dewey 17 cal. Stainless Stee! Rod 36” .... 18.00 
Dewey 17 cal. Jag a Syne Beg 2.25 
Wilson 
Case Trimmer heads vevees 24.36 
Case Holder . ; ; 4.38 
Neck Size Die, Less ‘Bushing dai Tuc 28.80 
Straight Line Bullet Seater ......... 28.80 
Bushing, Reversible........ 1 ae ate 6.95 
Full Length Resizing Die... . 13.65 » 
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SLAMFIRES CONTINUED 


We recently ran a letter from John R. 
Clarke concerning the cause of slamfires in 
service rifles. In it, he took Dan Geisert to 
task for comments he made about primers 
being a cause. As promised, Dan was given 
an opportunity to respond, and here is his 
letter: 


Dear Bud, 

| have several things to say in response to 
Mr. Clarke’s comments on slamfires. | didn’t 
come close to getting into the cause in my 
previous letter, since that was not the point 
of my letter. My statement about Federal 
210M’s was really only half the story. There 
are always exceptions (a loose trigger 
group, for example) but there are several 
things which can cause slamfires, and at 
least three others that can contribute. 

John Clarke is right that the problem is a 
design deficiency, but it has nothing to do 
with the trigger group. The deficiency is that 
the tang on the firing pin and the notch in the 
receiver bridge are improperly dimensioned, 
which allows the firing pin to contact the 
primer before the bolt is fully closed. Unlike 
John’s theory (ie, that it is caused by worn or 
bent parts), the normal M1 will have up to 
.016 inch tolerance. Smith Enterprise re- 
ceivers were supposed to have corrected 
this, but | don’t know if they succeeded. 
Anyone who has fired an M1 family weapon 
knows that a cartridge that has been cham- 
bered and removed will have a small primer 
indentation. Under certain circumstances, 
the momentum of the firing pin will be suffi- 
cient to fire the primer. 

The second thing that is needed to 
achieve a slamfire is a sensitive primer. John 
says he does not believe Federal primers 
are any more sensitive that others, and | 
admit that | have only been told that they are 
more sensitive — that and the fact that over 


Bud Salyer 


95% of the slamfires | have investigated in- 
volved Federal 210M’s. | have never talked 
to an old military man (match shooter or oth- 
erwise) who could recall a slamfire with 
service ammunition. Match shooters who 
have been around 20 years or more note 
that they have seen more slamfires in the 
last 12 years or so. | am not saying that they 
didn’t happen, but the frequency was not 
nearly what it is now. Since that is circum- 
stantial evidence, | thought | would run a 
simple test and see for myself. 

What | did was not very scientific, but | be- 
lieve it more than proves that all is not equal 
out there in primerland. | took an 03A3 
Springfield and began cutting the striker 
spring off in small amounts, until | reached a 
point that it would make a small dent in CCI 
200 primers, but not fire them. | then ran a 
similar number of Federal primers through 
the rifle and 60% fired. | then went through 
1972 Lake City primers, and not only would 
they not fire, there was hardly a mark on 
them. | then went back through the CCl 
200’s, thinking the small dent may have 
sensitized them, but they still refused to fire. 
| did not have any other brand of primers to 
try, but | believe this shows that the Feder- 
als are more sensitive than CCl’s, at 
least. 

John is correct that the problem has been 
known for a long time, but the military did 
take corrective action. How many full-round 
(and therefore heavier) firing pins have you 
seen in these rifles? | have seen one on a 
British-proofed early M1 that recently came 
back into this country. It was discovered 
after it caused a slamfire. 

Unfortunately, the military never did re- 
dimension the receiver bridge notch or firing 
pin tang to truly correct the problem. How- 
ever, with the half-round firing pin and the 
normally tough service primer, the problem 
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Complete match barrels for M14, MI Garand, M-16 
available as well as Bolt Gun Target Barrels, 
Premium Sporter and ammunition test barrels. 


For information call or write: 


KRIEGER BARRELS 
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was effectively eliminated. When the M14 
came along, it had an even lighter firing pin. 
Not until handloaders started using more 
sensitive primers did the problem show up 
again. 

| and a friend — a service rifle gunsmith 
— have investigated a number of slamfires, 
and about a third have occurred in single 
loading or closing on the first round of an 
eight-round clip, when the finger is not on 
the trigger. If wnat John says is correct, then 
it is the front hooks and trigger lugs that are 
failing. This alone would make one skeptical 
that the hammer following the bolt has any- 
thing to do with slamfires. But also consider 
that if he is right, we would also find another 
common type of M1 blow-up. | have com- 
monly seen with beginning — and some vet- 
eran — handloaders, cases not fully sized 
or buckled cases from improper seating 
(crimping) that would not fully chamber. If 
the hammer had anything to do with setting 
off the round before the bolt is closed, then 
this condition should cause a slamfire-type 
blow-up nearly every time you pull the trig- 
ger on around that is not completely cham- 
bered. | have seen it happen dozens of 
times, and you don’t get a blow-up, and sel- 
dom get the round to fire. 

John has forgotten about another safety 
feature designed to prevent this — and one 
which works. The hammer has a wedge- 
shaped projection on the face, which mates 
with a chamfer on the bolt, which prevents 
the hammer from striking the firing pin un- 
less the bolt is fully rotated closed. Try it 
yourself with a service rifle. Hold the bolt 
partially open and pull the trigger, watching 
the end of the bolt through the slot in the 
right side of the receiver. It doesn’t touch the 
firing pin until the bolt is rotated closed. 
John’s trigger assembly probably dropped 
down enough to defeat this safety feature, 
proving that anything can happen, and 
should be watched for. | have seen this 
often, and it is usually caused by improperly 
glassed rifles with the trigger group set too 
low. 

| don’t know about bent firing pin tangs, 
but | have seen worn ones. But even brand 
new ones will still contact the primer before 
the bolt is closed. You can lengthen the tang 
about .015 to .020 inch, by welding on 
spring wire stock (no quenching) and then 
dressing down the sides. The pin will no 
longer leave a ding on the primer. A gun- 
smith who has done about a hundred of 
these has never had one break. 

The only other cases of slamfire | have 
seen not involving Federal primers all had 
oversize cases which would not completely 


PRECISION SHOOTING — DECEMBER, 1988 


chamber. This condition is frequently found 
in slamfires with Federal primers, as well. 

Since we know that the service rifle has 
this design problem that allows the firing pin 
to contact the primer before the bolt is 
closed, there are several contributing fac- 
tors that shooters should seek to avoid. 

First and foremost, don’t use a primer 
known to be sensitive, and make sure the 
primers are fully seated. 

Second, make sure the loaded round will 
chamber completely and easily. A Wilson 
case gauge works nicely, so you don’t have 
torunloaded ammo through your rifle. How- 
ever, it might not be tight enough for some 
match chambers. 

Third, make sure your hammer 
projection/bolt chamfer safety is working. 

Fourth, make sure the trigger assembly is 
not setting too low, as happened with 
John’s rifle. 

Fifth, make sure your rifle doesn’t have 
the old full-round firing pin. | doubt if there 
are many around, but | have seen one, and 
there may be more. 

| don’t know how to avoid having to assist 
the bolt home on an M1, which adds some 
momentum to the firing pin. When you have 
a slamfire while doing that on an eight-round 
clip, it is usually good for some stitches in 
the palm of your hand, or worse. Probably, 
the best thing to do is modify the firing pin 
tang so it will not contact the primer until it is 
supposed to. 

Apparently, John did not understand 
what | was saying about M118, 173-grain 
bullets. He is correct in his explanation of 
why full metal jacket bullets don’t shoot as 
well as hollow points, but Lapua bullets are 
still made that way and shoot better than 
the M118’s, so it can’t be the whole story. 
My point was that when using M118’s, 
some barrels seem to get the most out of 
them, while other barrels get less than satis- 
factory performance. 

The Springfield-type four-groove barrel 
has more slope on the sides of the lands 
than is found on six and eight-groove bar- 
rels, and this seems to accommodate the 
173-grain FMJBT bullet better. Boots 
Obermeyer has told me that this feature of 
the four-groove barrel, combined with the 
thick, heavy jacket of the 173’s, fills the bore 
better. He thinks this is one reason his 5R 
barrels do well with this bullet. | don’t know 
as much about barrels as he does, but | 
have tested too many service rifles with 
both bullets and barrel types to believe there 
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is no difference in how barrels shoot the 
173-grain FMJBT. 

Service shooters who are faced with 
using M118 ammo in military matches will 
customarily leave their six and eight-groove 
barrels at home and use a regular four- 
groove heavy barrel if they want to be in the 
winner’s circle. 

John’s comments about M118’s being 
replaced by M852’s puzzles me. M852 has 
replaced M118 ammo at Camp Perry and 
certain service matches, such as the 
Interservice Championships and All-Army 
Championships. But leg matches around 
the country are still shot with M118, as well 
as other service matches where M852 can- 
not be obtained. State National Guard 
teams and state rifle and pistol associations 
are still issued M118. Since there is still so 
much of it out there, many people need a 
rifle that will shoot M118 as well as it can be 
shot. The services still need M118 for the 
ART scopes on their M21 sniper rifles, since 
M852 is not for combat use. 

Since about 1984, all M118 has been 
called “Special Ball.” It is less expensive for 
the government to produce it with a crimped 
primer, ball head stamp and brown card- 
board box. Up until a couple of years ago, it 
was still loaded with IMR 4895 and, of 
course, the 173-grain FMJBT. My 1987 
ammo is loaded with a ball powder and the 
same bullet. My rifle doesn’t shoot these 
ball powder loads well, but in general | have 
found that Special Ball performs exactly like 
the older National Match M118. 

More puzzling still is why John can’t get 
rounds longer than 2.825 inches to work 
through his rifle. Between 1975 and 1978, | 
seated over 1/2 million rounds to 2.850 inch- 
es at the United States Army Markmanship 
Training Unit at Fort Benning. All those 
rounds were fired through M14’s and | 
never had a complaint about function. | 
don’t know where he got his ASAMTU 
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specs, but his figures are different from 
what we were using when | got there and 
when | left. | measured nine magazines and 
they all measured 2.898 inches, so it seems 
you could load even longer than 2.850 inch- 
es if your throat would permit. 
| think someone has been feeding John a 

bunch of “blue sky” about glued-in service 
rifles. | wonder where he got the idea you 
needed heat to get them out. | never have 
yet. He should call W.O. Hardin at the 
USAMTU shops at Fort Benning and talk to 
him about it, because they have been gluing 
rifles for a number of years and like it quite 
well. | believe that service rifles, with the 
parkerized finish, probably release alot eas- 
ier than blued guns. 

Sincerely, 

Dan Geisert 

1161 N.W. Grant 

Corvallis, Oregon, 97330 


Next time, we will have several letters 
from some recognized service rifle mechan- 
ics. They too have their . . . theories about 
slamfires, but have not discussed them in 
nearly as much detail. 

| hope that in the not too distant future, | 
will be able to publish results of some tests 
that a local physicist and | are working on. 
One of the assumptions that many gun- 
smiths have — and which John Clarke dis- 
putes — is that the momentum of the firing 
pin in a service rifle is sufficient to pop a 
primer. We are attempting to determine 
how much inertia the firing pin on an M1 has 
and then determine whether that amount of 
force is capable of firing a Federal primer. 
The technique is as follows: we are using an 
oscilloscope and camera to measure the 
speed of the closing bolt, and will then calcu- 
late the force of the firing pin as it closes on 
the chamber. Once that is determined, we 
will then build a jig which will enable us to du- 
plicate that force on a primer to see if it actu- 
ally will fire a primer. 


MATCH GRADE 6MM 
BULLETS 


by 
Brian Rubright 


@ Made in carbide dies. 

@ Your choice of boat-tail or flat base styles. 

@ Choice of bullet weights; 62.5, 65.0, or 68 
grains. 

@ $10.50 per hundred. Shipping charges will 
be invoiced. 


BRIAN RUBRIGHT 
1008 S. QUINCE ROAD 
WALNUTPORT, PA. 18088 


(215) 767-1339 


TARGET SHOOTING IN NORWAY 


(Opinions Solicited) 


In the September issue, on page #28, we 
printed a letter from Kare Stenmark, in Oslo, 
Norway. Mr. Stenmark had written to in- 
quire our opinion of what cartridge we 
would choose for “long range hunting field 
contests, a form of shooting that is gaining 
in popularity in Norway. 

We were able to give some general com- 
ments, but were unable to give fine-tuned 
answers because we were not certain if we 
were talking about paper-punching, pure 
and simple, or if there was an element of 
needed foot-pounds of energy, such as is 
found in metallic silhouette shooting, where 
merely hitting the metal animal target is not 
good enough; the darn thing has to falldown 
to count as a hit. 

Mr. Stenmark has been kind enough to 
air-mail to us a set of targets used, and we 
have a few photos herewith, showing sever- 
al of them thumb-tacked onto the editor’s 
garage door. We might add that we scared 
the heck out of a few neighbors when we 
were tacking up the targets to take the pho- 
tos. Apparently when one sees a marginally 
intelligent soul such as the editor tacking up 
targets on the side of the house, one is in- 
clined to assume the worse (“Get the kids 
and the animals into the station wagon, 
Emma. We're getting out of the neighbor- 
hood until this is over”). On the other hand 
you've just got to like one neighbor, whose 
house is on the opposite side of the street. 
He got a lawn chair out of the garage, set it 
up on his front porch, got himself a drink, 
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and settled down comfortably to watch de- 
velopments . . . whatever they might prove 
to be. He was probably relieved that it was 
only a bit of photo-taking . . . but deep down 
inside of him we suspect that he was a bit 
disappointed. On a dull Sunday, before the 
football games start on TV, watching your 
neighbor shoot up his garage door (before 
the arrival of several SWAT teams) could be 
interesting. Probably thinking about calling 
up a few friends and telling them “get on 
over here. | think that Brennan has finally 
stepped over the line”. Oh, well. . . 

As you can see, the targets are indeed 
paper. You can get some idea of relative 
size by the garage door, which is 108” 
across, and 88” high (complete house plans 
are available; write for details. We will also 
sell the garage door separately, if de- 
sired). 

Mr. Stenmark makes the observation 
that it is very difficult (if not outright impossi- 
ble) to see the scoring lines on the targets at 
any sort of a distance, and thus one has to 
be familiar with the targets, and “know 
where to aim” for maximum score poten- 
tial. 

It would appear that our friends in Norway 
have a sport here that has much more in 
common with silhouette shooting (albeit 
without the “knockdown” power require- 
ment) than with benchrest shooting. 

Since our readers just love to poke their 
noses into other people’s (shooting) busi- 
ness, we are going to throw the matter open 
for general discussion. Gentlemen, think of 
this as a chance to not only, as we have 
said, stick your nose into someone else’s 
business (I will admit, of course, that some 
of the fun has been taken out of it by the fact 
that the fellow has ASKED for our opinion) 
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... but also A CHANCE TO SAVE NOR- 
WAY ... MAYBE EVEN SAVE WESTERN 
CIVILIZATION! (Boy, do we get dramatic or 
what around here, huh?) 

Go back to the September issue, page 
#28 and see what you can learn about this 
little venture (rifle magazines required, etc.). 
Study the targets (garage door study is not 
mandatory). Pour yourself a tall, cold one. 
Sit back. Close your eyes. Breath deeply. 
We must tell you . . . your rich Aunt Agatha 
has just expired. The funeral is in Norway 


(she fell off a fijord, into something or other). 
She will be buried in six months (they’re still 
looking for the body . . . it was a high fijord). 
You have $1,500 of mad money to play 
with. Tell us about your rifle, cartridge, bullet 
selections. And drop us a line. 

Finally, start telling your spouse about 
how dear Aunt Agatha was to you (even 
though she never heard of Aunt Agatha up 
until now). And how you will OBVIOUSLY 
have to attend the funeral. 

The Editor 


ee 


Trying to add a bored dog and a lazy dog to the photo, and not getting too far. 
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Books 


SINGLE SHOT RIFLE NOTES - 
YESTERDAY AND TCDAY 


Single Shot Rifle Notes - Yesterday and 
Today, by Gerald O. Kelver, 1988, 254 
pages, 5% x 8%”, no index, soft cover, 
available from the author, 13490 Kennedy 
St., Brighton, CO 80601 for $16 postpaid. 

I’ve lost count of how many books on sin- 
gle shot rifles this prolific first editor of the 
ASSRA newsletter, charter member, and 
early moving force in the Association has 
written; the list of five under the title page 
doesn’t include the penultimate one on 
sights and loading tools. We’re indebted to 
a fellow who is willing to commit his knowl- 
edge to print. 


GERALD O. KELVER 


This one is as the title suggests: notes on 
various topics, and as such it makes no 
claim on being a definitive statement about 
any of them. Rather it’s a collection of com- 
ments arranged loosely in 31 chapters giv- 
ing information on such topics as the history 
of the Winchester rifle A-5 telescopes 
(which had corrected inaccuracies built into 
the lenses to prevent them from being dupli- 
cated. The message is: don’t try to take one 
of them apart, followed by a set of Winches- 
ter 1913 catalog reproductions and instruc- 
tions on how to do that); notes on the fa- 
mous barrelmakers, including the ones 


“sh, Tech 
H supra ducts 


cut or buttoned) ever produced. 


copy of your FFL for dealer pricing. 


32 


from H-S Precision 


After two years of tough NBRSA and IBS competition, H-S Precision’s new 10X cut-rifled 
barrels have proven that they are the finest cut-rifled barrels (maybe the finest barrels — 


To order call toll free 800-222-0353 or send $2.00 
for a complete catalog. Dealers include a Re 


gaSECUSTER 
RiFLes 


These Champions use 10X barrels: Hall of Fame member Perry Morton was 1987 Benchrest 
Shooter of the Year, won NBRSA Nationals LV and 2-gun, IBS Nationals LV and 3-gun. Lowell 
Frei won the Arizona State 3-gun, 1986 NBRSA Nationals 3- and 4-gun, and Southwest 
Regionals 3-gun. Hall of Fame member Walt Berger won the Arizona State Sporter, Visalia 
International — including a .1342 100-yard aggregate. 

Our proprietary bore reamer design and reaming process, combined with our exclusive 
10X cut-rifling design, yields barrels with the finish of button rifled barrels, combined with 
the superior stability and outstanding barrel life of cut-rifled barrels. H-S Precision 10X bar- 
rels, because of their unique design, reduce gas leakage around the bullet, reduce bullet 
upset and reduce fouling. Perry, Lowell and Walt demand the best, shouldn't you? 


SPECIAL — Fluted Max HV Barrels, 24”, 5%# — $275.00 


FOR 

& H-S Precision, Inc. 
a 112 N. Summit, P.O. Box 512 
Prescott, AZ 86302 
602-445-0607 


making barrels now (Ron Long); a descrip- 
tion with praise of Jake Simmons’ priming 
tool (which he compares with the A.O. 
Peterson tool and gives detailed drawings 
of the latter.); comments on the old gunpow- 
ders; a long description of the Freund 
Sharps rifles and the Quackenbush boys; ri- 
fles; and an outline of how to prepare bullet 
lubricants. 

The chapter on rifle sights contains excel- 
lent scaled drawings with dimensions of 
Sharps target tang sights by John 
Jamieson. 

Chapter 25 describes the history of the 
Redfield Gunsight Company and describes 
one of John Redfield’s rifles built on the 
Ballard pattern. Kelver maintains that Red- 
field modified the Ballard action, but doesn’t 
explain away the fact that the Redfield re- 
ceiver has a milled mortise for a dropping 
breechblock and an integral upper tang. Al- 
though these actions look like modified 
Ballards, they clearly were cast from 
scratch. Edward Redfield, 1878 Rifle 
Champion of Oregon, designed the first 
Redfield front sight and invented the Ste- 
vens 22 Visible Loader pump action rifle. 

The trophy on the book’s cover contains 
engraving similar to Creedmoor matches 
and those of the Western Rifle Assn. of Wis- 
consin. Does anybody have information on 
the latter association? 

Interesting stuff, and Kelver has done 
some homework in libraries and company 
files. The practiced eye of your desk top 
publisher Editor can discern that the book 
was privately printed on a similar system, 
and it’s a well done piece of work, worthy of 
a place in your library. Why aren’t more of 
you people with such expertise publishing 
and sharing your knowledge? 

(The above book review stolen (without 
shame or remorse) from “American Single 
Shot Rifle News” by the P.S. Editor (who 
has no conscience in such matters). The 
A.S.S.R. News, available for the modest sti- 
pend of $15.00 a year (Larry Thompson, 
987 Jefferson Avenue, Salem, Ohio) is anin- 
formed, technical, rambling little newsletter 
(of about 20 pages an issue) in which a 
whole cast of pleasant characters (including 
our P.S. columnist, Warren Greatbatch, as 
well as their very articulate editor, Rudi 
Prusok) stumble about, and have a real 
good time doing it. You'll like it.) 


OPTICAL SERVICE CO. 


60% POWER INCREASE FOR ALL 
AMERICAN MADE TARGET TYPE 
SCOPES. POWER CONVERSIONS, 
$60. DOT RETICLES, $30. 
BLUEPRINT AND CLEAN 
WEAVER T’S, $40. 


BILL ACKERMAN 
10236 WOODWAY __ EL PASO, TX 79925 


(915) 592 5338 
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GEZA NAGY ON BARREL BREAK-INS 


[Editor's note: This reply correctly be- 
longed with the responses of several of his 
peers that appeared in our pages a few 
months back. However Geza sent me the 
reply in the same envelope as a match re- 
port from Englishtown. While widely regard- 
ed as being brilliant (by himself, at least) . . . 
the editor has never been able to handle 
complicated issues ... such as two differ- 
ent enclosures in the same envelope. ] 


Dear Dave 

Up until several years ago the only way 
that | broke in a new barrel was to fireform 
the cases in it without shooting “too many” 
rounds in it before cleaning. The only barrels 
that | have ever shot in my benchrest career 
have been Hart, McMillan, and Wiseman. 
They are of course all button rifled barrels, 
and hence | cannot really comment at all on 
the comings and goings of breaking in a cut 
rifled barrel. 

| would have to think it advantageous to 
not shoot more than 6 or 7 rounds between 
cleanings. This seemed to have done just 
fine for me for my better shooting barrels, al- 
though | will not say that cleaning between 
each shot would not have been better. | can 


HART 


OLD-FASHIONED QUALITY... 


THE “HART” OF OUR 
BUSINESS 


WE HANDLE BENCHREST 
SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 
OF PROVEN QUALITY. 
Shooters Choice Products 

McMillan “Drop In” Stocks 

Sierra Bullets 

Remington Match Primers 

Federal Match Primers 

Federal Match Cases - cal. 222 and 308 
J. Dewey Ramrods 

Forster Products 

MTM Products 

Lyman Products 

L.E. Wilson Products 

Redding 

Leupold Scopes 

Hornady Bullets 
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remember Seely Masker’s benchmark arti- 
cle a few years back, in these pages. To the 
best of my knowledge Seely was the first to 
appear in print with the theory that gilt-edge, 
benchrest competition level barrels should 
have a certain break-in treatment. If one 
adopts a worst-case-scenario, and he is 
wrong . . . all you’ve done is waste an hour 
or so out of your life. On the other hand, if he 
is right ... you have just made a material 
contribution to the accuracy level attainable 
with your new $300-$350 barrel and cham- 
bering. 

Since there are a certain number of bar- 
rels in my gun room | am able to satisfy at 
least one belief of mine relative to barrel 
break-ins that is not common to most arti- 
cles or letters that | have read on the sub- 
ject. | have a specific case fire forming barrel 
that | use for that task. It is a rechambered, 
set-back barrel, about 1872 inches in length. 
The shoulder to bolt face in this chamber is 
about 4 or 5 thousandths shorter than my 
other barrels. Whenever | made up new 
cases | would do the initial fire forming in this 
barrel, using junk components. After the 
final neck turning of the fire formed cases | 
would then shoot them in my good barrels. 


In August of 1984 | shot two varmint for 
score IBS records with cases that had just 
come out of my fireforming barrel. 

This year | had two new barrels cham- 
bered for my light varmint and heavy var- 
mint rigs, one for each gun. Influenced 
somewhat by the number of articles in PS 
about barrel break-ins, | tried the one-shot- 
and-clean method, before attempting a 
group. | used old cases that | knew how 
much to full length size to allow me to cham- 
ber them in the new barrels. | had a good 
supply of cases, and didn’t feel any need to 
go to new cases for these new barrels right 
at the start. 

I’m not certain exactly what | accom- 
plished, lacking a bore scope to be able to 
study barrel interiors with. On the other 
hand, as | said earlier, at the worst . . . | did- 
n't harm anything . . . and maybe | helped. 

Patience is not one of my virtues. When | 
get to the range, and find ideal conditions, | 
want to make the most of it. It doesn’t take 
long before the wind starts blowing. | like to 
capitalize on good conditions . . . they come 
too infrequently. 

— End — 


BENCHREST GUN WORK... OUR SPECIALTY 


Hart Products 


Neck Turning Tool 


Actions - 4 styles 
Custom Made Benchrest Bullets 
Action Chamber Cleaning Tubes 
Arbor Press 
Primer Depth Reamer 
Reloading Dies 
Action Cleaning Tube 
Benchrest Pedestals - 

Comp. or Varmint 


Flash Hole Deburring Tool 
Primer Pocket Tool 
Primer Seater 
Barrel Bench Vise 
Barrel Wrench 
Hart 2 oz. Trigger 
Cotton Flannel Cleaning Patches 
Brass Core Wire Brushes, 
Rifle & Pistol 


NEW!!! 
NOW AVAILABLE 
HART SCOPE RINGS 


for 
REM. 799 SHORT, 40X, 722 
REM. 700 LONG, 721 
HART 2A, 1A, #4, PJ HART, 
HALL B 
ALUMINUM SLEEVE 
HART PLAIN, WICHITA, 
MOD. 1375, HALL 
STANDARD 


(PARTIAL 
LISTING) 


FREE CATALOG 
Mailed catalog - 
send $1.25 for postage 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome — 
Send certified copy of 


Federal Firearms License for dealer prices. 


ROBERT W. HART and SON, INC. 


401 MONTGOMERY ST. 
NESCOPECK, PENNSYLVANIA 18635 


(717) 752-3655 
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COMPARISON TEST 


| went to the Jackson, New Jersey range 
of the Central Jersey Rifle and Pistol Club 
recently, to do some load development 
work in the new barrels that | had cham- 
bered for my heavy varmint and for my light 
varmint rifles. This was on July 16th, almost 
two months after my last match (at the 
Super Shoot). | got there nearly at day- 
break, and was surprised to see my good 
friend and fellow club member Danny 
Platukis already set up with a Pro Tach 
chronograph in front of him. Usually there is 
no one up there at that time except me and 
the crows. 

He was doing what | had been wanting to 
do since | first acquired some of the surplus 
GI322 powder . . . that is to see how it com- 
pares with the regular H322 that was avail- 
able before this. 

Danny used a 21” Hart barreled rifle in his 
testing. The load was a WEIGHED 27.5 
grains of each powder, with 68 grain Euber 
flat base bullets, seated to an overall length 
of 2.165”. Danny goes to the range pre- 
loaded, so the same cases are not re-used 
in the test. All rounds were sent on their way 
with Federal 205M primers, lot #MA1103. 
The temperature, while testing, ranged 
from 78° to 85°. Chronograph was 5 feet 
from muzzle. 


27.5 grains H322, 27.5 grains Gl 322, 
Lot #7208 Lot #82187 
68 grain same 
Euber flat base bullet 
1.) 3150 1.) 3013 
2.) 3156 2.) 3002 
3.) 3154 3.) 3022 
4.) 3152 4.) 3024 
5.) 3142 5.) 3030 


3150 average 3018 average 


There was a difference of 132 feet per 
second average velocity between the two, 
with the older H322 clearly the winner. 

HH #H #H ## 


Second test, same components, but the 
powder charge increased to 27.8 grains. 


27.8 grains H322 27.8 grains GI 322 
1.) 3173 1.) 3056 
2.) 3189 2.) 3045 
3.) 3181 3.) 3072 
4.) 3197 4.) 3079 
5.) 3189 5.) 3064 
3185 average 3063 average 
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G1322 vs. (Regular) H322 
by 
Geza Nagy 


As related above, all components were 
the same as above, except for an increase 
of .3 grains of powder. It is also of unrelated 
interest to note the amount of increase in ve- 
locity brought about by that .3 grain in- 
crease. To be specific, the regular H322 had 
a 35 feet per second increase, and the 
GI322 had a 45 feet per second increase. 


#H #H #H ## 


In the third test we began to move the 
components around with a heavy hand. 
Ocock 63 grain boat tail bullets were substi- 
tuted for the Euber 68 grain flat base bullets. 
Also note the DIFFERENCE in powder 
charges. . .27.5 grains of regular H322 ver- 


sus 28.0 grains of GI322. 
27.5 grains H322 28.0 grains Gi 322 
63 grain 63 grain 

Ocock boat-tail Ocock boat-tail 
1.) 3191 1.) 3101 

2.) 3202 2.) 3138 

3.) 3195 3.) 3114 

4.) 3190 4.) 3142 

5.) 3181 5.) 3110 


3191 average 3121 average 


Note that despite a full half grain more 
powder, the GI322 was still slower by 70 
feet per second. 


HH #H #H ## 

In the fourth test we retained the 63 grain 
Ocock boat-tail bullet, but now we began to 
really tip the powder can. We went up to 
28.0 grains of the regular H322, and 28.3 
grains of GI322. 


28.0 grains H322 28.3 grains Gl 322 
63 grain 63 grain 
Ocock boat-tail Ocock boat-tail 
1.) 3246 1.) 3154 
2.) 3242 2.) 3177 
3.) 3263 3.) 3150 
4.) 3268 4.) 3171 
5.) 3231 6.) 3152 
3250 average 3160 average 


We have kept the same .3 grains more 
powder with the GI322, but we are still be- 
hind the regular H322, and now the spread 
is at 90 feet per second. 


##H ## ##H ## 

While the chronograph was set up | asked 
Danny to chronograph some left-over-from- 
the-Super-Shoot loads for my heavy var- 
mint class rifle. 

Before | went to the 1988 Super Shoot | 


had a new barrel chambered for my heavy 
varmint rifle, and we rechambered the barrel 
on my heavy bench gun. Poets and those in 
love tell us that springtime is the loveliest 
time of the year. Maybe so; maybe for poets 
and lovers. | consider it a lousy time of year 
... at least from a component testing view- 
point. There’s enough conditions moving 
around in general that, if you live in the 
Northeast at least, it’s almost impossible to 
leave for the Super Shoot with a pair of well- 
tuned rifles. This year | shot some fairly de- 
cent practice groups, but nothing to write 
home about . . .and | never could get a han- 
dle on why some groups were bigger than | 
wanted to see them (i.e., was it me misjudg- 
ing conditions, or was it the components as- 
sembly?). In this year’s Super Shoot | shot 
terribly in the heavy bench class, and in the 
heavy varmint class, my 100 yard finish of 
122nd place did not exactly have people dis- 
cussing the possibility of erecting a statue of 
me at my loading area. | made a cut-back in 
my load at 200 yards, and came in 23rd at 
that stage; not enough to accomplish any- 
thing, but at least | left Ohio feeling a little 
better about things. 

This reduced load was 27.7 grains of 
GI322, Federal 205M primers (Lot 
#1A6578) and 68 grain Euber flat-base bul- 
lets. The barrel was a Bill Wiseman product, 
24 inches long, and a 1-14 inch twist. In my 
“regular” cases (not tight neck), that were 
sized with very light neck tension, the shots 
chronographed as follows: 

~ 1.) 3130 

2.) 3138 

3.) 3175 

4.) 3136 

5.) 3144 
3144 average 


The longer 24 inch barrel showed an in- 
crease in velocity over the 21 inch barrel that 
Dan Platukis used in his test with 28.0 
grains of GI322 with Euber 68 grain flat 
base bullets. Both our primer lots and our 
powder lots were different. 

While Danny was chronographing his 
loads | had a few cases that were loaded 
with Euber flat base bullets in tight neck 
cases that had been in one of my ammo 
boxes for quite a long time. I’ve lost track of 
what powder lot was in those cases, but | 
know what the load was . . . 27.3 grains of 
regular GI322. It was still a real-early morn- 
ing calm when | fired them “for group” . . . it 
turned out to be a .120, and I'll take all the 


PRECISION SHOOTING — DECEMBER, 1988 


.120 groups that heaven chooses to allow 
me. 

The weather was still decent, and | was in 
an experimenting frame of mind, so | decid- 
ed to try some of Walt Berger’s 68 grain flat 
base bullets that | had on hand. | set my 
powder measure to throw the same powder 
charge as | had used with the Euber bullets, 
and fired two groups that were very re- 
spectable. Then | wandered over to watch 
Danny’s testing for a while, and when | 
eventually came back to my own gun to fin- 
ish shooting the rest of those Berger bullets, 
not only had the wind picked up, but now the 
temperature was in the one hundred degree 
range. The bullets that had shot so well a bit 
earlier were now beginning to “open up” the 
group size. | asked Danny to chronograph 
the load, and at 3311 feet per second it was 
the highest chronographed load that I'd 
ever gotten out of a 6PPC. | had no difficulty 
with extraction, but | know that this load 
was too hot for my gun. There was visible 
cratering of the primers. | had previously 
shot this same lot of powder with my regular 
cases (not tight neck) and had no problems, 
even when | used more of it. | did not, unfor- 
tunately, have my micrometer with me to 
check loaded round clearance in the neck 
area with the 68 grain flat base bullet of Walt 
Berger. It APPEARS to have more bearing 
surface than the Euber 68 grain flat base. 
The comparison is not valid however be- 
cause of the 20 to 25 degree temperature in- 
crease between the two tests. However | 
can make an educated guess about relative 
size based on neck tension; the Berger bul- 
let was very tight. (Editor: please note that 
we are saying absolutely nothing about rela- 
tive bullet quality here. A hatfull of records 
have been shot with both Euber and Berger 
bullets, and each has a goodly number of 
followers who swear by them. Each is a top 
flight bullet for benchrest competition. What 
Geza Nagy is saying is that they have subtle 
differences between them that must be ad- 
justed for when preparing your cases. You 
cannot casually bounce from one to the 
other without adjusting). 

In the past | have found that the loads that 
| use in a 222 inch barrel will shoot really 
. good at 100 yards with a velocity of approxi- 
mately 3050 feet per second OR LESS. 
Every one of my “teens” aggregates were 
shot in good, readable conditions WITH 
LESS. | can shoot good groups with more 
powder, but the outstanding aggregates 
simply are not there. When conditions are 


1707 14th ST. 
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MATCH GRADE-CUT RIFLED BARRELS 
HAND LAPPED — CHROME-MOLY AND STAINLESS STEEL 
PRECISION ACCURACY IS OUR FIRST CONCERN 

Contact Mark Chanlynn 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RIFLE WORKS, LTD. 
BOULDER, COLO 80302 


|. 3669 
2. 32073-H 


3. 3466 
4. 3060-4 


rough, and | add more powder | also have to 
shoot more sighters, and this adds up to the 
possibility of barrel fouling, as well as further 
heating up of the barrel. 

If one looks at the listed loads of other 
shooters, one will usually find that they are 
using more powder than | usually use. | have 
to continue with what works best for me, 
but | sometimes wonder if those other 
shooters are getting carried away with what 
load shoots best for a single group, when 
they should be paying more attention to 
what shoots best for an AGGREGATE. 

I’m enclosing a 100 yard target that | shot 
recently. The group size is .100, with an av- 
erage velocity of 3068 feet per second, and 
a variation of 13 feet per second. This was 
shot with a 22% inch Wiseman barrel with a 
1-14 twist. A friend who was with me at the 
time did the chronographing for me. | have 
found that | very seldom shoot very small 
groups when | have to stop and write down 
the chronograph information. The load used 
was 27.5 grains of H322 (Lot #9678), in 
regular sized cases (not tight neck), with 
very light neck tension. 

This new barrel is 24” in length and al- 


303-443-9189 


,/00 


Lay. IB FFS. 


though the velocity runs a little higher with 
the same load, when compared to the 22% 
barrel, | have not established that this is im- 
portant. It may be that the bullet is better 
stabilized at a certain velocity in a 1-14 twist 
barrel (Editor: or at a certain r.p.m., as the 
Kelbly theory sees it). 

| recently shot two groups back to back 
with 10 different cases in my 21” light var- 
mint barrel (1-14 twist) using 27.7 grains of 
GI322 powder and Euber 68 grain flat base 
bullets. One group was .085, and the sec- 
ond group was a .131. This load probably 
would have chronographed around 3000 
feet per second or less, yet it shot well. 

Hopefully my next test will turn up more 
answers. 

— End — 


RAIHA 
HAND PRIMING TOOL 
f/ uses RCBS type 
/ shellholders. 
Adjustable for 
priming depth. 
4.5 inches long. 


Quality materials. 
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Pend Oreille Sport Shop 
3100 Highway 200 East 
Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 
(208) 263-2412 


TALL TALES FROM SCHUYLKILL HAVEN 


Dear Dave, 

| thought | would drop you a line and let 
you know what my local club, the Oley Val- 
ley Fish and Game Assoc., is doing concern- 
ing bench rest rifle competition. We use the 
standard 1.B.S. hunter target at 100 yds.., al- 
lowing 10 scoring shots instead of the nor- 
mal 25. We allow 7 min. to complete each of 
two targets, with a five min. break inbe- 
tween. We shoot the 4th Sunday of each 
month, February thru October. Our regis- 
tration opens at 8:00 AM, and closes at 1:30 
PM. This allows some shooters to attend 
church. They can shoot before or after, also 
some of our shooters don’t like to arise be- 
fore noon. Most of us hang around all day, 
and shoot more than one gun, try to find out 
about the new secret stuff the winners use, 
or just harrass the match director. | might 
add that this dedicated individual also takes 
entries, hangs targets, puts out the wind 
flags, and does the scoring. 

We compete in any of three classes, 
sporter, varmint, and unlimited. Our sporter 
class allows crowning, trigger modifica- 
tions, conventional or pillar bedding, and re- 
quires that the safety, clip, and ejector be 
operational. There is also a 10X scope limi- 
tation on these factory guns. Varmint class 
rules are much the same, but rebarreling 
and wildcat cartridges are allowed. There 
are also no scope limitations, and fiberglass 
stocks are allowed in both classes if they re- 
semble factory configurations. In our unlim- 
ited class you may shoot anything that fits 
on the bench. This rule was only recently 
added when a few fellows in olive drab 
showed up dragging a 105mm Howitzer. 


Jit! GREENAWAL I 


— CUSTOM PAINTING 
— MURALS AND 
AIR BRUSH WORK 
— BOLT IN’S AND GLUE IN’S 
— ACTION WORK 
— CHAMBER WORK 
— BARREL’S FLUTED 
— COMPLETE RIFLES BUILT 
— POLISHING AND 
GLASS BEADING 
— CARBIDE MANDRELS 
— .22, 6mm, 7mm, AND 
.30 CALIBER 


Feel Free to Contact Us for Any 
of Your Benchrest Needs 


JIM GREENAWALT 
102 BRANDON RD. 
YONKERS, NY 10704 
(914) 776-1581 


Our match director being both a friendly and 
accommodating chap took their entry fee, 
and allowed them to participate. Luckily nei- 
ther targets nor backers were touched; un- 
fortunately there was a large crater left be- 
hind. Our match director, being an 
enterprising fellow, filled it with water, put 
up a diving board, doubled our annual dues, 
and changed the club name to Athletic As- 
sociation. This has been so successful for 
our club that we have given these fellows di- 
rections to Mainville. 

We shoot from five benches, and those of 
us in the know try not to get slotted on the 
same relay as the fellow with the 6.5mm BY 
300 Winchester Magnum. Personally the 
muzzle blast doesn’t bother me, it’s the 
eight pound hammer he uses to open the 
bolt. Swedish sledges not being what they 
used to, I’m afraid the head will fly off. 

Our match participation has steadily in- 
creased over the last five years, and now 
averages thirty shooters a match. Unlimited 
class has gone from 2 or 3 shooters to 11 or 
12, most shooting legal I.B.S. varmint class 
rifles. Most of these shooters did not lay out 
the money to build these guns till after their 
interest was piqued while competing in 
sporter class with their hunting muskets. 
With their interests developed through our 
readily affordable sporter and varmint 
classes, they gladly turned over their wal- 
lets, and any hope of ever acquiring homes, 
new Cars, furniture for their wives, or shoes 
for the kids. Two shooters have even 
bought their own lathes and begun to roll 
their own. They also realized, or soit seems, 
it is almost impossible to order a gun from 
one of our accuracy gunsmiths, and receive 
it in ones own lifetime. 

At the 1988 |.B.S. meeting, and in several 
letters to P.S., ways to attract new mem- 


Harold R. 
Broughton 


Benchrest Gunsmith 


Harold’s Custom 
Gun Shop, Inc. 


4 GROOVE 
STAINLESS STEEL 
MATCH GRADE BARRELS 
.22 and 6mm Calibers 


Route #1, Box #447, 
Big Spring, Texas 79720 
(915) 394-4430 


bers have been discussed. | should mention 
here that we have had seven members join 
the 1.B.S. with five of them competing in reg- 
istered matches this year. | maintain this is a 
direct result of starting their competition 
fires burning in our sporter class. Certainly 
in my case, a once happy silhouette hand- 
gun shooter of moderate proficiency, fool- 
ishly led to believe | could improve my skills 
by learning to read mirage, and dope wind. 
While slumped over a bench, peering 
through one of Weaver’s finest, | became 
obsessed. | sold my handguns, left my wife, 
put the children up for adoption, and shot 
the cat. | moved into an abandoned ware- 
house and slept with Hummer barrels. 

This letter has now turned into a short 
story (Editor: really?) and | will try to return 
to my point. A new score class is to be con- 
sidered. Factory sporter, allowing limited 
modifications such as crowning, bedding, 
trigger, etc. 

Where would we put this class you ask? 
Have you noticed that all of the varmint 
hunter class competitors at most matches 
arrive in the same three wheel Isetta? This 
may be the place to start! 

After conferring with a few close associ- 
ates, here at my new home, namely, Winnie 
the Pooh, Chicken Little, and the Wizard of 
Id, | realize that offending even a small 
group of armed radicals (read varmint hunt- 
er competitors) may have been somewhat 
foolish, I'll leave you with these thoughts. 

Respectfully Yours, 
N. Bonapart 


P.S. 

Please take this letter in the spirit that it 
was intended, the promotion and growth of 
Our sport. 

The small compensation | may derive 
from the sale of a few sleeved Ithica’s, 
chambered for the faithful 45-70, and 
stocked in beautiful cherry stained balsa, to 
new competitors, is not relevant. 

Yours truly, 

Frank W. McKee 

Box 416 

Schuylkill Haven,Pa.17972 . 
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SCHUETZENFEST 


GOLDEN, Colo. — The Coors Annual National Schuetzenfest, which traditionally hosts 
many of the nation’s best single-shot rifle competitors, has expanded to include 10 regional 
competitions along with the national championship. 

The expanded format of Coors Schuetzenfest 1989 will consist of regional competitions 
Starting in April in San Diego, Calif.; Kansas City, Mo.; Tacoma, Wash.; Midvale, Ohio; Great 
Falls, Mont.; Modesto, Calif.; Tulsa, Okla.; Golden, Colo.; Asheville, N.C.; and Eau Claire, 
Wis. The national competition is slated to be held at the Golden Gun Club in Golden, Colo., 
Aug. 19-25. 

Since 1982, Coors Schuetzenfest has attracted dedicated marksmen and women from 
the United States, Canada and Europe, according to Max Goodwin, Adolph Coors Company 
executive vice president and annual Schuetzenmeister. 

For the first six years of the competition, there was only one national match. Last year, it 
was expanded to include seven regional matches as well as the national match. 

“The excitement surrounding this event has grown tremendously,” said Goodwin. 
“Target-shooting enthusiasts and co-sponsors have made Schuetzenfest a popular yearly 
tradition,” he added. 

Major official sponsors for 1989 include Bulls-Eye Barbecue Sauce, Pentax Corporation 
and Columbia Sportswear. 

The 1989 regional competitions will feature four events: Off-Hand Iron Sight, Off-Hand 
Scope, Bench Rest Iron Sight and Bench Rest Scope. All will be 20 shots for score at 200 
yards. Each region will have its own champion, with prizes and trophies awarded. Special 
ladies, youth, media and celebrity matches will be included. 

The top two finishers in each region and the six best overall scores from all regions will be 
invited to the National Championship in Golden. In addition, there will be open registration for 
the National Championship. 

The following dates and locations have been established for Coors Schuetzenfest 
1989: 


GUN CLUB 


REGION DATE LOCATION 

Southwest April 21-23 Delzura, Calif. (San Diego) South Bay Rod and Gun Club 
Midwest April 28-30 Bates City, Mo. (east of K.C.) Pioneer Gun Club 

Northwest May 5-7 Tacoma, Wash. Tacoma Rifle and Gun Club 
Central May 12-14 Midvale, Ohio Tusco Gun Club 

Northern May 19-21 Great Falls, Mont. Missouri River Shooting Club 
Southern June 2-4 Tulsa, Okla. Oil Capital Rod and Gun Club 
Rocky Mtn. June 9-11 Golden, Colo. Golden Gun Club 

Southeast June 15-17 Asheville, N.C. Asheville Rifle and Pistol Club 
Northeast June 23-25 Eau Claire, Wis. Eau Claire Rifle Club 
NATIONAL August 19-25 Golden, Colo. Golden Gun Club 


For further information contact George Valuck: Adolph Coors Company; NH320; Golden, CO 80401; 
(800) 525-3786; (800) 332-3725 (Colo. only). 
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LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR 


Dear Dave, 

Precision Shooting’s readers can be di- 
vided into two groups . . . those who work 
on their own guns . . . and those who wish 
that they could. 

For the latter group | would suggest that 
you review Guy Lautard’s book 
“Machinist's Bedside Reader” (Editor: this 
book was mentioned in our September, 
1988 editorial), as well as the hot-off-the- 
press “Machinist’s 2nd Bedside Reader”. 
These are highly readable collections of ma- 
chine shop and toolmakers techniques leav- 
ened with amusing and instructive anec- 
dotes. The second volume includes a 
fictional work involving the making of a rifle 
on a factory new Sharps Borchardt action, 
with a lot of how-to information on pack 
case hardening. 

I've never met Lautard, but his writing 
suggests he’s someone that you would 
enjoy having a beer with after a session at 
the range. 

The books are available from the author 
at 2570 Rosebery Avenue, West Vancou- 
ver, B.C., Canada V7V 229. 

Rich Abbott 
153 Hollyvale Dr. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14618 


Turn 
case 
necks | 


with this Marquart Neck Turning Tool — pilot 
diameters from .17 to .30 caliber. We specialize in 
rebarreling and conversions — and CUT-RIFLED 
barrels, 7mm to .45 caliber. Marquart Precision Co.; 
Box 1740; Prescott, AZ 86302; (602) 445-5646 


The ARMOR SHOOTING BENCH 


A rugged, convenient, high quality benchrest. 
Take-down design. Legs unscrew for transport, 
yet amazingly solid for the most demanding appli- 
cations, from target to long range varminting. 
Heavy steel legs & bracket plates. Super rigid 10 
ply top measures 44” L x 29” W x 33” high. 55 Lbs. 
3 Leg All Purpose Model $119.95 
4 Leg Competition Model $139.95 
ARMOR METAL PRODUCTS 
BOX 4609, HELENA, MT 59604 
Ph: (406) 442-5560 


Dear Dave, 

My apologies for taking so long to re- 
spond to your kind offer of allowing me to 
ask a few questions of your resident “ex- 
perts”, so without further ado. 

| agree with just about everyone | talk to, 
that the scope is the “weakest link” in the 
shooting chain. Scopes have vastly im- 
proved since they first came on the market, 
but when you start making demands of 1/2 
or 1/4 inch groups, at 100 yards (with a var- 
mint rifle), you enter an entire new phase of 
shooting! 

The bench-resters who consistently 
shoot tight groups rely on expensive, pow- 
erful, and sometimes modified scopes. | 
have found however, that there are several 
things which | have done to my existing 
scope/mount which greatly improve per- 
formance. 

All the modifications and procedures 
mentioned in this letter have been tried and 
work, using a Leupold 12X scope. 


Happy Holidays 


to 
our friends 
and clients 


SEELY MASKER 


Rebarreling — Rechambering — 
Restocking 


CUSTOM RIFLES 


261 Washington Avenue 
Pleasantville, N.Y. 10570 
Phone (914) 769-2627 
Send $1.00 for brochure. 


SCOPE STUFF 


The mounts ability to hold the scope to 
the receiver is improved by bedding. Put re- 
lease agent on the receiver and the bases 
and use either Acra-Glass or regular Epoxy 
cement to bed the bases. After this has set 
up completely, (I wait a day or two), the bot- 
tom half of the rings must be lapped (after in- 
stalled on the bases). The lapping kit can be 
obtained from Sinclair International Inc. at a 
cost of about $20. This procedure takes 
about 20 minutes, and is intended to elimi- 
nate torquing of the scope as the result of 
temperature changes. Lapping may also aid 
in reducing the effect of recoil induced group 
shifting. Regardless, | know my scope stays 
zeroed at different altitudes and at different 
temperatures. Obviously you should also 
apply Loc-Tite, or fingernail polish to the 
screws when mounting the top half of the 
rings. 

Since | have my scope off and on the rifle 
quite a bit, | have put tiny “witness marks” 
on the scope and rings. This facilitates re- 
turning the scope to the correct eye relief 
and more importantly, insuring that the 
plane of the verticle cross hair intersects the 
center of the bore! If you make the scratch 
small and along the bottom, it won’t be no- 
ticed, but this small modification is invalua- 
ble when you have to remount your scope 
after rebarreling or a scope change. 

My scope is mounted on a Ruger M-77 
reciever with a Sako Heavy Barrrel, cham- 
bered for 22-250. | am strictly a varmint 
hunter and most of my shots are at 200+ 
yards. Some years back, | noticed that 
when | changed the parallax setting on the 
Objective Bell of my scope (the 12X 
Leupold), the point of impact would change! 
| mentioned this to Dick Thomas of Preci- 
sion Reticles, Rt. 3 Box 369, Wardensville, 
West Virginia 26851. Dick stated that this 
condition was probably caused in my scope 
by the Objective Lens not being perpendicu- 
lar with the axis of the scope tube. When the 
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parallax ring was shifted, to focus the 
crosshairs at a particular range, the group 
would be shifted! Most scopes would prob- 
ably not shift much, so the point of impact 
change would not be noticed. Since | havea 
gun/scope combination that consistently 
shoots 1/2 inch groups at 100 yards, I notice 
a shift in the group location at 200 yards 
after changing the parallax setting. | had 
Dick Epoxy in the Objective Lens and set 
the parallax ring at 200 yards, then | focused 
the scope using the focus adjustment locat- 
ed in the eyepiece. Once this is all solid, un- 
movable, | can still use the scope at all rang- 
es, but the crosshairs are a little blurry at 50 
and 100 yards, but are sharp and clear from 
200 yards to infinity. This group shifting can 
also occur due to recoil, especially with my 
large bore guns. But whatever the reason, 
my group shifting in the 22-250 was totally 
eliminated. 

The last, and one of the most important 
steps | have taken in improving the perform- 
ance of my scopes is “loading”. The wind- 
age and elevation adjustments are under 
spring tension. | always make my final 
windage/elevation adjustment by turning 
the adjustment knobs or screws clockwise. 
On my Leupold scope, this means starting 
my group high and to the right of where | 
want the point of impact on the target, somy 
final adjustment is taking the strike of the 
bullet down and to the left. By doing this, my 
final windage/elevation adjustment on the 
screws will be clockwise, thereby “loading” 
the tension on the internal springs. 

| would appreciate any comments your 
resident or contributing “experts” may have 
on the above, and any other suggestions to 
improve the performance of my scope. 

Sincerely, 

Dave Beisner 

11792 Antietam Road 
Woodbridge, Virginia 22192 


(Editor: we invite comment on the points 
raised here). 


CUSTOM CASE PREPARATION 
by DON GERACI 
% 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE * 
NECKS TURNED — FLASH HOLES DEBURRED — 
PRIMER POCKETS CUT TO UNIFORM DEPTH. 
CASES FIREFORMED TO PPC AND CUT TO 
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22 & 6mm PPC ONLY 


MIN. ORDER - 20 PIECES — $2.00 PER CASE 
DOES NOT INCLUDE CASES 
CASES AVAILABLE AT 50¢ EACH 
Don Geraci 
4404 Duke Street 
Metairie, Louisiana 70001 
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GIFT SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


Precision 


SHOOTING 


Dealing exclusively with the topic of extreme rifle accuracy 


Asa current subscriber, you know the value of a subscription to Precision Shooting. It is, and has 
been, one of the essential publications for the serious accuracy shooter over the years. 


Recent national surveys have clearly established: 


— Inevent of a serious fire at their homes, 72.5 per cent of our subscribers would save their 
library of PS issues before their spouse, their bank book, or their first edition of Mickey 
Spillane novels. 


— More of our readers chose, as their idea of a great evening . . . the new issue of PS arriving, a 
bag of microwave popcorn, a glass of chablis, and a fire in the fireplace . . . than mentioned 
Loni Anderson (In all fairness, Bert Reynolds did not vote). 


Why not take the time now to share the pleasure of being a Precision Shooting subscriber. 


The holidays are fast approaching. Give a PS subscription, and if we receive your order by Novem- 
ber 15th, the December issue will start off the receipt of 12 issues of Precision Shooting for your friend or 
loved one. 


And. . . we willsend your chosen recipient an appropriate acknowledgement of your holiday gift. 
1 year — $18. 2 years — $32, 
Gift to: 


Name 
Address 


City 


Gift from: 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip 


Send to: Stella Buchtel, 5735 Sherwood Forest Drive, Akron, Ohio 44319 
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TRADING POST 


One man’s “Junk” is another man’s “Collector’s 
Item!” Turn your surplus items into cash with a 
Trading Post ad. ORDER FROM EDITOR. 


Groups of figures, abbreviations and initials count 
as words. Hyphenated word counts as two words. 
Name and address of advertiser is counted. Use full 
words instead of initials and abbreviations and make 
your meaning entirely clear. 

Classified type ads: no display. Rates: 15 cents per 
word per insertion, prepaid. Minimum charge is 
$1.50. Closing date for ads is the 1st of the month 
preceding publication. To illustrate: we must have 
your ad copy in hand by August 1st to make the 
September issue. 


FOR SALE: Thirteen pounds of Reloder 7 in 
round cans, $7 pound, Eight pounds of 
H335 one jug $40, New in box Bushnell 
Spacemaster spotting scope with 22x wide 
angle eyepiece $200. Bonanza 17 Reming- 
ton benchrest die set $20. All items do not 
include shipping. Dan Lilja, 406-826-3084. 


FOR SALE: Sporter, 6PPC, .262 neck, 
new, never fired. Panda action, Kelbly rings, 
Shilen 2 oz. trigger, Hart barrel, HS Preci- 
sion stock, painted (your choice of color), 
with seat and neck gauge and rod guide. 
Dies available. $1,530.00. Seely Masker 
(914) 769-2627. 
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DAVID GENTRY 


CUSTOM GUNMAKER 


* Developer of the Quiet 
Muzzle Brake. 


%* Custom Metal Work j 


Ses 


SN 


WANTED: Complete set of ‘Precision 
Shooting’ magazines. Will be used for per- 
sonal reference and research for future arti- 
cles. Will pay areasonable price to someone 
willing to part with their collection. Set must 
be complete or VERY near complete and in 
good condition. Contact John J. Gammuto 
at (312) 323-9029. 


WANTED: 6PPC light varmint or sporter, 
prefer with scope and reloading equipment. 
(217) 223-5314. 


FOR SALE: 6 x 47 Heavy Varmint, Hart bar- 
rel and 2 oz. trigger, Rem. 700 action, 
sleeved, beautiful custom walnut thumb- 
hole stock, rings and bases - with cases and 
Wilson dies - $495 - will consider trade for 
Rem. 700, 270 cal. with quality scope. 
Leupold 36x with fine crosshairs - $265. 
6PPC Sporter with Hart barrel and Hart 2 
oz. trigger, base and rings, McMillan stock, 
Rem. 700 action, pillar bedded, with cases 
and Wilson dies - $695. Leupold - Premier 
36x scope with fine cross hairs and dot - 
$285. Charlie Lyles, after 6:30 p.m. 919- 
583-7101. 


REMINGTON 40-X .22 cal. Custom Sporter 
with Leupold 6.5 x 20 and Dot. Near mint, 
$1800.00. ANSCHUTZ .22 cal. Silhouette 


rifle Model 54.18 MS-ED with Leupold 24X 
and Dot. Near mint in original container, 
$1200.00. TARGETSPORT (408) 266- 
5328. 


FOR SALE: Anschutz M54 rifle, all sorts of 
extras, $600.00. WANTED: Weaver KT-6 
scope, Springfield type “NRA” or “T” 
buttplate. “Doc” (205) 878-1636. 


FOR SALE: Sako type extractors, complete 
with spring and plunger, $16.00 each. 
Bushings 5/8” o.d. with 7/16” (.437) hole, 
$3.50 each. Don Weathersbee, 913 
Shorecrest, Garland, Texas 75040. Phone 
(214) 272-6288. 


FOR SALE: 40XBR, Canjar trigger, glued 
into graphite stock, 6PPC and 22 PPC Hart 
barrels, dies and brass $900.00. Leupold- 
Siebert 30X $175.00. Ron (717) 622-5509. 


FOR SALE: Mint 40XBR Remington .222. 
Original wood stock with pillar bedding by 
Sinclair. 700 rounds through barrel. Brand 
new chamber by Oakley, .245 neck. Shilen 
2 oz. trigger, Wilson dies, RCBS Competi- 
tion dies, 200 rounds of new brass, 
$750.00. Ray Anderson (206) 630-4834, 
leave message with phone number. 
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to the shooting and col- 
lection of single shot 
rifles from the turn of 
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Traditional offhand,bench- 
rest & long range matches 
are held every summer in 
the U.S. and Canada, using 
plainbase lead bullets. 
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RIFLE BARRELS, 
INC. 


Pull buttoned in Stainless Steel. 
22 RF thru .375 calibers. 
Standard and custom contouring, 
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For information & sample 
copy of the bi-monthly 
publication, THE ASSRA 
NEWS, write to: Larry B. 
Thompson, 987 Jefferson 
Avenue, Salem, Ohio 44460. 


including fluting with lapping and 
stress relief afterwards. 


GARY SCHNEIDER 
12202 N. 62 PL. 
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 85254 
TEL. (602) 948-2525 
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EDITORIAL 


Continued 


two draw dies in operation on the produc- 
tion line, each of the two pouring production 
into common bins. But. . . when Remington 
runs 6BR brass, or 7BR brass, they plan to 
operate one set of draw dies only. If this is 
what we want, they will give it to us, even at 
a cost of cutting the machine efficiency in 
half. 

Further, brass will be kept together in 
dedicated lots. When it becomes necessary 
to change a punch on the production line. . . 
or a tool change . . . or adie change .. . . pull 
that bin (of brass) off the line, and put anew, 
empty bin in there; that will be a brand new 
lot starting, once we change the punch (or 
whatever). 

We'll have more in the next issue, but let 
us keep you interested with a few more 
quick facts. The 6BR will be slightly different 
than previously existing versions. Yes, 
Emma, we will have chamber drawings for 
you next issue. The “old” BR came from the 
factory with a .266-.267 size neck. When 
the benchrest folks started turning necks, it 
frequently became too thin. The new brass 
will come through at .271-.272 size. You'll 
have more to turn off, when turning necks, 
but you'll be better off. To make certain that 
some dear soul did not go ramming one of 
these newer, thicker neck cases into an 
“old” chamber, thereby turning up some 
hefty little pressures . . . the new 6BR case 
has a 40 thousandths lengthened neck. You 
can, we are told, use the new brass with old 
chambers, if you turn the neck the needed 
amount, and shorten the case neck by 40 
thousandths. 

Just a final bit of interest ... Remington 
could not make up their mind what size flash 
holes to settle on for the benchrest shoot- 
ers. So... they plan to offer some brass... 
with a special index number ... with NO 
flash holes. You pick your own size ... 
whatever your current theory dictates. 

Sound mildly interesting, perhaps? Does 
it sound as if, at long last, an American fac- 
tory has actually brought forth an accuracy 
cartridge in such a way as to indicate that 
they actually gave a damn about what we 
wanted? Is this a good time to “go after” the 
PPC perhaps? Well, Emma ... does a 
brown bear go potty in the woods? 


Those glancing over our columnist listing 
will see that we have added the enormously 
talented Peter “Rabbit” Callan to our colum- 
nist listings. Mr. Callan designed our 1988 
and our upcoming 1989 official screamer 
patches, andis an artist of note in our world. 
When accepting his appointment, he asked, 
with uncharacteristic humility, what his du- 
ties would be. We told him . . . “no specific 
duties. You look capable of getting into 
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enough trouble all by yourself; we do not 
feel you’re gonna need any guidance from 
us”. Mr. Callan admitted that this was prob- 
ably so. 


A certain well-liked shooter had a bit of 
trouble (understatement) at the IBS Nation- 
als, when he (apparently) got too close to a 
can of powder that was on the ground near- 
by with a lit cigarette. He was in the hospital 
for a dozen days or so with serious burns, 
and there is a school of thought that says 
he’s adarn lucky little fellow to still be above 
the ground. 

In any event, this particular fellow has 
asked me to say “thank you” to a lot of his 
friends who took good care of him, and were 
mighty concerned about him after the inci- 
dent in question. 


We were stunned, in the last issue, to 
have Jack Sutton, of the IBS, send us, for 
publication in the IBS section . . . a write up 
of the plans and views of their candidates 
for office. Their platform, as it were. Back 
around 1981, writing in these pages, we re- 
marked that the elections of the benchrest 
associations were pretty darn dumb. . . be- 
cause the people voting had no idea at all 
what the candidate would do if he were 
elected to the office. With two candidates 
running, for all we knew one of them had 
some great, and imaginative ideas . . . and 
the other one wouldn’t know an original idea 
if he tripped over it in the men’s room. The 
expression of this crass opinion, in writing, 
made us fairly unpopular at the time (neither 
the first nor the last time we have provoked 
the rising of a few points of blood pressure, 
we fear). But, now ... canit be... is it to 
be? The IBS actually asking their candi- 
dates for office to tell people their views . . . 
before an election? Help me sit down, 
Emma ... suddenly the whole room went 
out of focus on me for amoment there. Must 
be the heat in here . . . strange things going 
on around here these days, Emma... 

Tongue-in-cheek, wise cracks aside ... 
gentlemen, | don’t know what to say... so 
I'll just stand here . . . with my mouth open 


In the January issue we will carry the com- 
plete run-downs of Benchrest Shooter of 
the Year, as well as Benchrest Shooting All 
Stars ... each of which, this year, had a 
most deserving and worthy winner. We 
have chosen the December issue cover to 
honor the 1988 Benchrest Shooter of the 
Year winner, Tony Boyer ... as tough a 
competitor as the sport has ever seen. 
There’s no way in heck that we could ever 
have gotten Tony to give us (voluntarily) a 
photo ... So we appointed Faye Boyer to 
the “official staff” here at PS, for a month’s 
duration, with the sole assigned responsibil- 
ity of getting us a good photo of Mr. Boyer 


for our cover. To those of us who know the 
gentleman . . . that darn photo is just about 
impossible to improve upon. There’s no 
false little smile ... Tony Boyer and little 
smiles do not exist in the same plane of 
existance. Give Tony a rifle and a cartridge 
block . .. and he becomes the quintessen- 
tial competitor . . . we’ll do our joking when 
the shooting is over for the day. It certainly 
comes through even in a 
photographer’s studio! 


After considerable reflection on the mat- 
ter ... Precison Shooting magazine WILL, 
in 1989, continue their sponsorship of both 
the Benchrest Shooter of the Year award, 
and the Official Scramer patch . .. for ALL 
benchrest shooters. Even left-handed 
shooters. The Benchrest Shooting All Stars 
is really Gary Ocock’s baby .. . but if he’s 
silly enough to want all that work again . . . 
we’re silly enough to print it for him. 


In closing, with the holiday season rapidly 
approaching ... the staff of PS magazine 
thanks you for your support and your pa- 
tronage in 1988. We wish you a happy holi- 
day season, and we wish you and yours 
many good things all through 1989. 

And Emma asks to be remembered to 
you as well. 


AIR GAGE BARRELS 


FOR CLOSEST TOLERANCE — In 
“Chrome-Moly” and Stainless Steel. All 
calibers up to 458 Winchester. Blanks or 
Finished Turned in standard or target 
tolerance chambers. 


Ask for free data on all our services. 
DISCOUNTS TO GUNSMITHS. 


Write to 


DOUGLAS BARRELS, INC. 
5504 Big Tyler Road 
Charleston, West Virginia 25312 


We Extend Our 
Sincere Wishes 
for a 
Healthy... 


Happy... and 
Prosperous 
1989 


to all our associates 
and friends in the 
world of rifle accuracy 


Thank you for your patronage 
and support in 1988. 


BALD EAGLE 
PRECISION MACHINE CO. 
101 Allison Street 
Lock Haven, Pa. 17745 
(717) 748-6772 


BILL GEBHARDT 
NRA Endowment Member/IBS life member 
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1988 IBS NATIONALS 


TONY BOYER dominates ... 


winning the light varmint and sporter 


classes, and sweeping the multi-gun awards (2 gun - 3 gun - 4 gun) in over 
powering display. Phil Sauer takes the heavy bench crown, and Russ Boop 
carries off the heavy bench title. 


Date Line: North Lawrence, Ohio. TONY 
BOYER, the pride of Keezletown, Virginia 
continued his inexorable march toward the 
1988 Benchrest Shooter of the Year crown 
with a dazzling display of pyrotechnics at 
the IBS Nationals in August. After “sweep- 
ing the board” by taking all three multi-gun 
crowns at the NBRSA Nationals in July, Mr. 
Boyer .. . incredibly . . . duplicated that ac- 
complishment at the IBS Nationals. A total 
of six National-level multi gun crowns were 
contested in 1988 . . .and Mrs. Boyer’s son 
Tony won all six of them. Opinions are, of 
course, just that ... opinions. But it is the 
editor’s firm opinion that, in the five year’s 
existence of Benchrest Shooter of the Year 
competition to date ... nobody has come 
close to the level of dominance of the sport 
in any given year. While he was “hanging 
around” North Lawrence, with time on his 
hands . . . he also carried off three yardage 
wins, and two grand aggregate wins. There 
has to be a school of thought that says that 
if they had mailed all the trophies to 
Keezletown in early August, they could 


have saved themselves a lot of trouble. 

The Nationals had to be a mildly frustrat- 
ing time for Lee Euber. Second at 200 
yards sporter, third in sporter grand agg, 
second at 200 yards light varmint, second at 
100 yards heavy varmint, second at heavy 
varmint grand agg. Usually after steady 
shooting like this, heck, they figure that 
you’re a mortal lock for the multi gun 
crowns. Okay . .. Lee Euber . . . second in 
the two gun, second in the three gun, third in 
the four gun. Keeps a man humble. . . or at 
least, puzzled ... right, Lee? 

And when we're talking about frustration 
... by all means, let’s not forget old Russ 
Boop. Winner, 100 yard heavy bench (well, 
he got to WIN something, anyway), fourth at 
100 yards sporter, third at 200 yards light 
varmint, outright winner of heavy varmint 
grand. . . made the “top six” in all four grand 
aggs for the varmint classes plus the heavy 
bench class. Another guy that should have 
been a mortal lock in the multi gun crowns. 
As things turned out. .. Russ Boop. . . third 
in the two gun, third in the three gun, second 


in the four gun. 

There WERE some other “hot guns” at 
the IBS Nationals. Lee Euber and Russ 
Boop shot well enough to dominate in four 
years out of five. Smiley Hensley, Ed Wat- 
son, Bob White, Don Geraci . . . all made 
their runs ... but Tony Boyer was just too 
much to deal with. . .on arange that, when 
things start blowing at 200 yards, is a com- 
plete (censored) of a (censored). 

And we should, now that we are talking 
about 200 yards at this (censored) range, 
take our Indiana Jones hat off for Lowell 
Hottenstein ... who carried off the 200 
yard sporter crown and the 200 yard heavy 
varmint crown. No small accomplishment 
for mortal man who has not made a Fausti- 
an bargain with Darker Powers. (We have 
assigned John Gammuto to look into this 
possibility). 

Other yardage crowns were taken by 
Larry Estes (heavy bench, 100 yards), and 
Don Geraci (heavy varmint, 100 yards). 


SALISBURY GUN CLUB 


A 200 yard score match on September 
18th at the Parsonburg, Maryland club. 
Their match reports are just fine . . . other 
than the fact that they do not give the 
scores, | mean. So .. . we’re going to give 
the rankings, and you can mentally fill in 
whatever scores you would like. If the 
shooter is someone that you like, feel free to 
give him a real good figure, up in the “re- 
cord” range. On the other hand, if you can’t 
stand the guy, feel free to really do it to him 
on the score aspect of things. . . hithim with 
a couple of crossfires, whatever your heart 
desires. See how much fun you can have 
with a Salisbury match report? You may 
even want to take out your crayons, and do 
a bit of coloring as well! 

Varmint for score (6 shooters): 1.) Mike 
Dellinger (?), 2.) Erick Fykes (?), 3.) Rick 
42 


Fykes (?), 4.) Karen Poisker (?), 5.) Jack 
Lewis (?), 6.) George Rogers (?). Agg winner 
Mike Dellinger, of Ocean Pines, Maryland 
(who happens to be the honcho of our ad- 
vertiser, Atlantic Precision) shot a 6PPC, 
MCS action, Hart barrel, Premier 40X 
scope, 27.5 grains of H322 with Berger 68 
grain bullets and Federal primers, in a gun 
(not surprisingly) smithed by Atlantic 
Precison. 

In the varmint hunter class there was only 
one shooter, Jim Fykes. At the end of the 
match, they told Jim that he had won the 
class. He seemed stunned to learn this. But 
they told him ... it had been a narrow 
win. 


CAMILLUS 
The Camillus Sportsmen’s Club has pro- 
vided us with a winter league schedule. 
There are three possibilities in hand: 1.) it is 


a confusing schedule, 2.) the editor is get- 
ting dumber, and 3.) combination of #1 and 
#2. With all the disclaimers out of the way, 
we'll try to tell you about the Camillus winter 
league... 


Dates: 
November 20th 
December 4-18 
January 8-22 
February 5-19 
March 5-19 
April 2 (tentative) 


“The first three matches in 1988 will be 
Hunter Varmint Target at 100 yards, and 
due to many requests we will return to 
group shooting for the rest of the season. All 
dates are on Sunday. Fee is $5.00. Starting 
time is 10:30 a.m. Questions should be di- 
rected to Hank Gonnella at (315) 474- 
1746.” 
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HEAVY BENCH CLASS 
Small Group, 100 yards: 
(tie) Don Geraci, Butch Wahl .187 
Small group, 200 yards: 
Birgir Soemundsson .266 


Top 20 Competitors at Top 20 Competitors at Top 20 Competitors 
100 Yards in the Heavy Bench 200 Yards in the Heavy Bench In the Heavy Bench 
1. Russ Boop 0.2492 1. Larry Estes 0.2730 1. Phil Sauer 0.2957 
2. Phil Sauer 0.2596 2. Tony Boyer 0.3043 2. Donald Powell 0.3015 
3. Donald Powell 0.2682 3. Audy Adams 0.3267 3. Tony Boyer 0.3069 
4. Larry Scharnhorst 0.2712 4. Phil Sauer 0.3319 4. Russ Boop 0.3116 
5. Bill Forester 0.2818 5. Seely Masker 0.3329 5. Don Geraci 0.3254 
6. Bob White 0.2858 6. Donald Powell 0.3348 6. Bill Forester 0.3299 
7. Jeff Fowlers 0.2920 7. John Brown Jr. 0.3426 7. Audy Adams 0.3318 
8. Ferris Pindell 0.2954 8. Don Geraci 0.3475 8. Bob White 0.3329 
9. Don Geraci 0.3034 9. Ed Watson 0.3524 9. Ed Watson 0.3346 
10. Tony Boyer 0.3096 10. Richard Maretzo 0.3534 10. Larry Estes 0.3385 
11. Ed Watson 0.3168 = 11. Paul Johnson 0.3541 11. Seely Masker 0.3393 
12. Richard Maretzo 0.3260 12. Jerry Tompkins 0.3577 12. Richard Maretzo 0.3397 
13. Smiley Hensley 0.3290 13. Dave Tooley 0.3713 13. Ron Hoehn 0.3695 
14. Butch Wahl 0.3340 14. Bill Dryfield 0.3724 14. Paul Johnson 0.3706 
15. Ron Hoehn 0.3368 15. Russ Boop 0.3741 15. Butch Wahl 0.3708 
16. Audy Adams 0.3370 16. Bill Forester 0.3781 16. Dave Tooley 0.3726 
17. Robert Griffin 0.3390 17. Bob White 0.3801 17. Clarence Hammonds 0.3729 
18. P.J. Hart 0.3422 18. Dwight Scott 0.3974 18. Robert Griffin 0.3747 
19. Clarence Hammonds 0.3432 19. William Sicina 0.3976 19. Dwight Scott 0.3846 
20. Seely Masker 0.3458 20. Albert Kohout 0.4015 20. Jerry Tompkins 0.3866 


HEAVY BENCH CLASS 
WINNING EQUIPMENT 


Shooter Caliber Action Barrel Scope Load Bullet Gunsmith 
Sauer 6-Wasp Stolle Sherer Untl.-36 30.0-322 Kelm 68 Sherer 
Powell 6PPC Shilen Hart Ly-Sie-30 27.5-H322 Watson 68 Broughton 
T. Boyer 6PPC _— Shilen Leu. 36 29.8-N201 Euber 68 Hammonds 
R. Boop 6PPC Hall Hart Leu. 36 28.0-H322 Euber 68 Hall 

Geraci 6PPC Shilen Hart Leu. 32 28.0-322 Euber 68 Hutcherson 
Forester 6PPC Stolle Shilen B&L 36 28.0-GI322 Simonson Hasecuster 
Adams 6PPC Rem. Hart Leu. 36 29.0-H322 SG 68 Adams 
White 6PPC CPS Hart Leu. 36 28.2-H322 Rubright 63 White 
Watson 6PPC Hall Hart Redf. 28 28.0-T32 Watson 68 Broughton 
Estes 6PPC Stolle Hart Uni. 24 28.0-GI322 Estes 68 _ 

S. Masker 6PPC Wichita Hart B&L 36 29.5-N-201 Hollister Masker 
Maretzo 6PPC Wichita Hart B&L 36 29.5-N201 Euber 68 Masker 
Hoehn 6PPC Stolle Hart B&L 36 27.0-BR28 Hoehn 68 Hoehn 
Johnson 6PPC Stolle Schneider Leu-Sie 45 29.4-GI322 Hottenstein 68 Self 

Wahl 6PPC Hall-B H-S Leu. 36 29.9-N201 Euber 68 Heist 
Tooley 30AM XP-100 Schneider Leu. 36 = Tooley 125 Tooley 
Hammonds 6PPC Hall-B Shilen Leu. 36 27.5-T322 Watson 68 Hammonds 
Griffin 6PPC Ferguson Hart Leu. 36 28.2-H322 Euber 68 Ferguson 
Scott 6PPC Stolle Hart Leu-Sie 45 29.4-GI322 Keim 68 Sinclair 
Tompkins 6PPC Slv. DGA Hart Leu. 36 27.0-T322 Berger. 68 Webb 
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SPORTER CLASS 
Small group, 100 yards: 
Lowell Hottenstein .108 
Small group, 200 yards: 
Dave Wick .242 


Top 20 Competitors at Top 20 Competitors at Top 20 Competitors 
100 Yards in the Sporter 200 Yards in the Sporter In the Sporter 
1. Tony Boyer 0.2220 1. Lowell Hottenstein 0.3419 1. Tony Boyer 0.3272 
2. Brian Hollister 0.2368 2. Lee Euber Jr. 0.3753 2. Lowell Hottenstein 0.3414 
3. Perry Morton 0.2406 3. Smiley Hensley 0.3822 3. Lee Euber Jr. 0.3576 
4. Russ Boop 0.2498 4. Dave Wick 0.4104 4. Brian Rubright 0.3687 
5. Ron Hoehn 0.2516 5. Brian Rubright 0.4147 5. Russ Boop 0.3697 
6. Butch Wahl 0.2628 6. Jeff Fowler 0.4210 6. Norm Dixon 0.3744 
7. Allan Hall 0.2642 7. Tony Boyer 0.4324 7. Smiley Hensley 0.3803 
8. Bill Bailey 0.2690 8. Norm Dixon 0.4363 8. Brian Hollister 0.3817 
9. Ed Watson 0.2734 9. Clarence Hammonds 0.4379 9. Jeff Fowler 0.3818 
10. Thomas Peria Jr. 0.2782 10. Joe Bernard 0.4488 10. Don Geraci 0.3903 
11. Roger Avery 0.2816 11. Tom Peria Sr. 0.4533 11. Roger Avery 0.3947 
12. Eric Sinclair (tie) 0.2916 12. Merlin Hubbard 0.4721 12. Bill Gebhardt 0.3984 
12. Bob White (tie) 0.2916 13. Bill Gebhardt 0.4783 13. Ron Hoehn 0.3993 
14. Robert Bartok 0.2980 14. Don Geraci 0.4818 14. Bob White 0.4044 
15. Don Geraci 0.2988 15. H.J. Fedorowich 0.4819 15. Robert Bartok 0.4137 
16. Lester Bruno 0.3042 16. Russ Boop 0.4896 16. Henry Q. Buhrman 0.4158 
17. Audy Adams 0.3066 17. Don Gentner 0.4970 17. Butch Wahl 0.4238 
18. Karen Jansen 0.3102 18. Larry Estes 0.4984 18. Clarence Hammonds 0.4242 
19. Norm Dixon 0.3126 19. James T. Oliver 0.5011 19. Audy Adams 0.4263 
20. Bill Gebhardt 0.3186 20. Stan Buchtel 0.5017 20. Stan Buchtel 0.4270 


SPORTER CLASS 
WINNING EQUIPMENT 


Shooter Caliber Action Barrel Scope Load Bullet Gunsmith 
T. Boyer 6PPC _ Shilen Leu. 36 29.8-N201 Euber 68 Hammonds 
Hottenstein 6PPC Stolle Lilja B&L 36 28.0-GI322 Own 68 P. Johnson 
L. Euber 6PPC Teddy H-S Leu. 36 27.0-T322 Euber 68 Hollister 
Rubright 6PPC Trophy Wieder 28.1-H322 Rubright 65 Wieder 
Boop _ = _ —_ _ 

Dixon 6PPC B&L 36 27.5-GI322 Euber 68 Dixon 
Hensley 6PPC Lilja Leu. 36 29.0-322 Euber 68 Hammonds 
B. Hollister 6PPC Stolle Hart Ly-Sie 30 28.0-T322 Hollister 68 Hollister 
Fowler 6PPC Hall Shilen Ly-Sie 30 — H322 Fowler 63 Rhyne 
Geraci 6PPC Wichita Hart Leu. 36 27.0-322 Euber 68 Callan 
Avery 6x40 PPC Stolle McLennan Leu. 36 25.0-4198 Own 65 Swindlehurst 
Gebhardt 6PPC Trophy Hart Leu. 50 27.5-H322 Lynn 70 Gebhardt 
Hoehn 6PPC Stolle Hart B&L 36 27.0-T322 Hoehn 70 Hoehn 
White 6PPC CPS Hart Leu. 36 28.2-H322 Rubright 63 White 
Bartok 6PPC Wichita H-S . 36 28.0-H322 Hottenstein 68 Johnson 
Buhrman 6PPC Panda H-S . 36 27.5-GI322 Estes 68 Buhrman 
Wahl 6PPC Hall Hart . 36 29.4-N201 Euber 68 Heist 
Hammonds 6PPC Hall Lilja . 36 27.5-T322 Watson 68 Hammonds 
Adams 6PPC Slv. Rem. Hart . 36 29.0-H322 SG 68 Adams 
Buchtel 24/40 Stolle Shilen Ly-Sie 30 29.5-H322 Schneider 65 Kelbly 
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LIGHT VARMINT CLASS 
Small group, 100 yards: 
Karen Jansen .092 
Small group, 200 yards: 
Don Geraci .297 


Top 20 Competitors at Top 20 Competitors at Top 20 Competitors 
100 Yards in the Light Varmint 200 Yards in the Light Varmint In the Light Varmint 
1. Tony Boyer 0.2192 1. Tony Boyer 0.3377 1. Tony Boyer 0.2784 
2. Richard Maretzo 0.2546 2. Lee Euber Jr. 0.3517 2. Brian Hollister 0.3213 
3. Charles Dalessandro 0.2552 3. Russ Boop 0.3519 3. Lee Euber Jr. 0.3228 
4. Mark Holliday 0.2606 4. Fred Golden 0.3539 4. Don Gentner 0.3267 
5. Tom Peria Sr. 0.2664 5. John Jones 0.3540 5. John Jones 0.3484 
6. Roye Leckemby 0.2668 6. Don Gentner 0.3586 6. Russ Boop 0.3488 
7. Al Fay 0.2732 7. Brian Hollister 0.3670 7. Kim Brown 0.3524 
8. Brian Hollister 0.2756 8. Jeff Fowler 0.3709 8. Lowell Frei 0.3525 
9. Clarence Hammonds 0.2768 9. Don Geraci 0.3760 9. Smiley Hensley 0.3566 
10. Bob White 0.2836 10. Lowell Frei 0.3807 10. Richard Maretzo 0.3571 
11. Audy Adams 0.2868 11. Robert Bartok 0.3907 11. Robert Bartok 0.3602 
12. Ed Watson 0.2890 12. Smiley Hensley 0.4005 12. Fred Golden 0.3624 
13. Larry Estes 0.2898 13. Kim Brown 0.4106 13. Bob White 0.3637 
14. Lee Euber Jr. 0.2940 14. Perry Morton 0.4110 14. Ed Watson 0.3638 
15. Kim Brown 0.2942 15. James T. Oliver 0.4140 15. Tom Peria Sr. 0.3658 
16. Don Gentner 0.2948 16. Michael Norton 0.4158 16. Larry Estes 0.3729 
17. Dave Tooley 0.3102 17. Brian Rubright 0.4292 17. Jack Sutton 0.3738 
18. Dave Wick 0.3020 18. Jack Sutton 0.4319 18. Jim Hart 0.3776 
19. Henry Q. Buhrman 0.3038 19. Ken Hottenstein 0.4327 19. Don Geraci 0.3804 
20. Faye Boyer 0.3056 20. P.J. Hart 0.4357 20. H.J. Fedorowich 0.3840 


LIGHT VARMINT CLASS 
WINNING EQUIPMENT 


Shooter Caliber Action Barrel Scope Load Bullet Gunsmith 
T. Boyer 6PPC = Shilen Leu. 36 29.8-N201 Euber 68 Hammonds 
Hollister 6PPC Stolle Hart Ly-Sie 30 28.0-T322 Hollister 68 Hollister 
Euber 6PPC Teddy H-S Leu. 36 27.0-T322 Euber 68 Hollister 
Gentner 6PPC Stolle Schneider — 27.5-GI322 Own 65 Wieler 

J. Jones Cooper Hart Lym. 30 28.0-H322 Schneider 65 Jones 

R. Boop _ _ _ _— _ _ 

K. Brown Stolle Lilja Prem. 40 27.8-H322 Bruno 68 Brown 

Frei Stolle H-S Leu. 36 28.1-T322 Own 68 H-S 
Hensley 40x Lilja Leu. 36 29.0-322 Euber 68 Hammonds 
Maretzo Shilen Shilen B&L 36 29.5-N201 Hollister 68 Masker 
Bartok Wichita H-S . 36 28.0-H322 Hottenstein 68 Johnson 
Golden Rem. Shilen . 36 27.5— Watson — Sinclair 
White CPS Hart . 36 28.2-H322 Rubright 63 White 
Watson Hall Schneider . 36 28.0-T32 Watson 68 Bell 

Peria Sr. Wichita Hart . 36 28.5-H322 Euber 68 Dixon 
Estes Hall Hart B&L 36 28.0-GI322 Estes 68 

Sutton C.R. Hart Hart Ly-Sie 36 27.5-H322 Rubright 65 

J. Hart Hall Hart _ — H322 Berg 68 

Geraci Wichita Hart Leu. 36 27.0-322 Euber 68 Callan 
Fedorowich Stolle MacLennan Leu-Sie 45 28.5-N322 Hottenstein 68 Swindleherst 
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Top 20 Competitors at 
100 Yards in the Heavy Varmint 


. Don Geraci 

. Lee Euber Jr. 

. Howard Levy 

. Gerald Masker 

. Ed Watson 

. Russ Boop 

. Robert Dekarske 
. Audy Adams 

. Alan Euber 

. Ron Hoehn 

. Larry Estes 

. Smiley Hensley 

. Bob White 

. Thomas Peria Jr. 
. Jeff Fowler 

. Seely Masker 

. Floyd Stohner 

. John Brown Jr. 

. Bill Rowley 

. Kenneth Rossing 


Shooter 
R. Boop 
L. Euber 
G. Masker 
Hasecuster 
Stohner 
Hensley 
Hottenstein 
Watson 
Bailey 
Rowley 
White 

T. Boyer 
Dekarske 
S. Masker 
Hoehn 
Frei 

Levy 
Bruno 
Geraci 
Peria Jr. 


HEAVY VARMINT CLASS 
Small group, 100 yards: 
William Sicina .087 
Small group, 200 yards: 
(tie) Clarence Hammonds .199, 
Ronald Dill .199 


Top 20 Competitors at 
200 Yards in the Heavy Varmint 


0.1938 1. Lowell Hottenstein 0.2118 1 
0.1966 2. Fred Hasecuster 0.2277 2 
0.2000 3. Clarence Hammonds 0.2382 3 
0.2048 4. Lowell Frei 0.2458 4 
0.2162 5. Russ Boop 0.2469 5 
0.2180 6. Floyd Stohner 0.2481 6 
0.2316 7. Tony Boyer 0.2577 7 
0.2336 8. Jim Schultz 0.2581 8 
0.2400 9. Bill Bailey 0.2599 9 
0.2418 10. Bill Rowley 0.2629 10 
0.2448 11. Smiley Hensley 0.2633 11 
0.2470 12. Lester Bruno 0.2772 12 
0.2478 13. Don Gentner 0.2791 13 
0.2482 14. Bob White 0.2813 14 
0.2500 15. James T. Oliver 0.2876 15 
0.2534 16. Dwight Scott 0.2879 16 
0.2570 17. Seely Masker 0.2891 17 
0.2586 18. Paul Johnson 0.2920 18 
0.2592 19. Skip Gordon 0.2966 19 
0.2602 20. Lee Euber Jr. 0.2993 20 


HEAVY VARMINT CLASS 
WINNING EQUIPMENT 


Caliber 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPc 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 


Action 
Hall 
Teddy 
Wichita 
Stolle 
Shilen 
CPS 
Stolle 
Stolle 
Slv-40x 
Hall 
CPS 
Hart 2A 
Hall 
Wichita 
Stolle 
Hall 
Slv-XP100 
Teddy 
Hart 
Wichita 


Barrel 
Hart 

H-S 

Hart 
Schneider 
Hart 
Shilen 
Lilja 
Shilen 
Hart 
Wiseman 
Schneider 
Shilen 
Hart 

Hart 

Hart 

H-S 
Schneider 
Hart 

Hart 

Hart 


Load 
28.0-H322 
27.0-T322 
26.5-T322 
— T322 
— H322 
27.5-T322 
28.0-GI322 
28.0-T32 
28.0-GI322 
28.0-H322 
28.2-H322 
28.0-T322 
— H322 
29.5-N201 
27.0-T322 
27.5-T322 
28.1-GI322 
27.5-GI322 
28.0-322 
28.0-H322 


Scope 
Leu. 36 
Leu. 36 
Prem. 48 
Prem. 36 
B&L 36 
Leu. 36 
B&L 36 
Leu. 36 
Leu. 36 
Ly-Sie 30 
Leu. 36 
Leu. 36 
Prem. 36 
B&L 36 
B&L 36 
Leu. 36 
B&L 36 
Leu. 36 
Leu. 36 
Leu. 36 


Top 20 Competitors 
In the Heavy Varmint 


. Russ Boop 

. Lee Euber Jr. 

. Gerald Masker 

. Fred Hasecuster 
. Floyd Stohner 

. Smiley Hensley 

. Lowell Hottenstein 
. Ed Watson 

. Bill Bailey 

. Bill Rowley 

. Bob White 

. Tony Boyer 

. Robert Dekarske 
. Seely Masker 

. Ron Hoehn 

. Lowell Frei 

. Howard Levy 

. Lester Bruno 

. Don Geraci 

. Thomas Peria Jr. 


Bullet 
Euber 68 
Euber 68 
Euber 68 
Own — 
Brawand 68 
Euber 68 
Own 68 
Watson 68 
Euber 68 
Euber 68 
Rubright 68 
Euber 68 
Hottenstein 68 
Hollister 68 
Hoehn 68 
Own 67 
Own 69 
Bruno 66 
Euber 68 
Euber 68 


0.2324 
0.2479 
0.2523 
0.2524 
0.2525 
0.2551 
0.2573 
0.2584 
0.2607 
0.2610 
0.2645 
0.2666 
0.2667 
0.2712 
0.2738 
0.2771 
0.2787 
0.2799 
0.2819 
0.2834 


Gunsmith 
Hollister 
Masker 
Hasecuster 
Self 
Hammonds 
P. Johnson 
Hammonds 
Hammonds 
Heist 
White 
Hammonds 
Sinclair 
Masker 
Hoehn 

H-S 
Ventriglia 
Sullon 
Hutcherson 
Dixon 
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MULTI GUN AGGS 


Top 20 Competitors Top 20 Competitors Top 20 Competitors 
In the 2 Gun In the 3 Gun In the 4 Gun 
1. Tony Boyer 0.2725 1. Tony Boyer 0.2907 1. Tony Boyer 0.2947 
2. Lee Euber Jr. 0.2853 2. Lee Euber Jr. 0.3094 2. Russ Boop 0.3156 
3. Russ Boop 0.2906 3. Russ Boop 0.3169 3. Lee Euber Jr. 0.3313 
4. Smiley Hensley 0.3058 4. Smiley Hensley 0.3306 4. Bob White 0.3413 
5. Ed Watson 0.3111 5. Bob White 0.3442 5. Don Geraci 0.3445 
6. Don Gentner 0.3131 6. Brian Hollister 0.3446 6. Smiley Hensley 0.3482 
7. Bob White 0.3141 7. Don Geraci 0.3508 7. Ron Hoehn 0.3589 
8. Lowell Frei 0.3148 8. Lowell Hottenstein 0.3522 8. Brian Hollister 0.3595 
9. Richard Maretzo 0.3205 9. Jeff Fowler 0.3534 9. Richard Maretzo 0.3623 
10. Brian Hollister 0.3261 10. Ron Hoehn 0.3554 10. Larry Estes 0.3634 
11. Don Geraci 0.3311 11. Richard Maretzo 0.3699 11. Jeff Fowler 0.3636 
12. Ron Hoehn 0.3334 12. James T. Oliver 0.3713 12. Lowell Hotttenstein 0.3646 
13. Larry Estes 0.3342 13. Larry Estes 0.3717 13. Ed Watson 0.3672 
14. Bill Rowley 0.3366 14. Lowell Frei 0.3721 14. Audy Adams 0.3685 
15. Jeff Fowler 0.3393 15. Roger Avery 0.3722 15. Donald Powell 0.3688 
16. Howard Levy 0.3399 16. Don Gentner 0.3743 16. Lowell Frei 0.3766 
17. Mark Holliday 0.3419 17. Tom Peria Sr. 0.3754 17. Robert Bartok 0.3834 
18. Tom Peria Sr. (tie) 0.3426 18. Robert Bartok 0.3764 18. John Brown Jr. 0.3839 
18. James T. Oliver (tie) 0.3426 19. Jack Sutton 0.3777 19. Bill Forester 0.3843 
20. John Brown Jr. 0.3431 20. Ed Watson 0.3781 20. Paul Johnson 0.3867 


What the AVERAGE GUY FOUR SHOOTER WINNING TEAM NEW JERSEY 
did at the IBS Nationals 1. The Boyer Bunch (.2804) WINTER LEAGUE 
Heavy Bench Class Tony Boyer .2666 
Average group, 100 yards: .403 John Brown Jr. .2906 WG7- 1886 FNAL RESULTS 
Average group, 200 yards:  .973 Smiley Hensley .2551 (All matches at 100 yards) 
Average grand aggregate: .4459 Jaye Boyer .3093 HEAVY VARMINT CLASS 
Sporter Class 1.) George Ulrich .2643 
Average group, 100 yards: 394 2. The Ridge Runners (.2999—Tie) = imeiac ee 
Average group, 200 yards: 1.269 Seely Masker 2712 -) Bert Rypkema . 
Average grand aggregate: 5077 Richard Maretzo 2839 VARMINT FOR SCORE 
Gerald Masker .2523 ; e 
Light Varmint Class 1.) Bob White 1250-66x 
p 400 varda: 870 Sally Masker -3920 2.) Bert Rypkema 1249-74x 
verage group, yards: . 3.) George Ulrich 1248-71x 
Average group, 200 yards: 1.118 2. The Boss (.2999—Tie) 
Average grand aggregate: .4616 F Due to the temporary closing of the 
Don Geraci .2819 : : 
: : Englishtown range for construction, these 
Heavy Varmint Class Lowell Frei 2771 matches were held at 3 different ranges in 
Average group, 100 yards: 333 Walt Berger .3210 New Jersey. 
Average group, 200 yards: .744 Bill Forester .3197 
Average grand aggregate: .3530 
Multi Gun Average 
Two gun .4029 
Three gun 4356 CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
Four gun .4208 Please let us know, well in advance, what 
your new address will be. Send your old 
address too — even better, enclose the 
address label from a recent issue. The Post 
JUNIOR SHOOTERS Office will not forward your copies unless you 
1. Tom Peria Jr 2834 Pay extra postage, but we will see that your 
; : “Precision Shooting” reaches you, without 
2. Ken Hottenstein -3891 interruption, if you notify us six weeks in 
3. Sally Masker .3920 advance of your move. Write to Precision 
: F Shooting, 5735 Sherwood Forest Drive, Akron, 
4. Skip Wingo 3935 Ohio 44540. 
5. Aaron Tompkins 3971 When giving your address please add your 
6. James Griffin -4680 Zip Code number. 
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ENGLISHTOWN 
WINNING EQUIPMENT 


HEAVY VARMINT 
Shooter 

1. B. Lembo 

. V. Giaimo 

. H. Levy 

. F. Zarnay 


Action Barrel 
Wichita Hart 
Wichita Hart 
XP 100 Schneider Ventriglia 
Wichita Scherer White 

. Greenawalt Hall B Chanlyn Self 

. G. Ulrich Sl. Rem. Schneider White 

. B. White CPS Schneider White 

. G. Nagy CPS Wiseman Mike Toth 

. D. Hartman Stolle H/S Prec. Hammonds 
. E. Whitsett CPS Hart CPS 


Load 

28.2 H322 
28.8 H322 
28.1 GI322 
28.5 H322 
28.5 GI322 
27.3 GI322 
28.2 GI322 
27.7 GI322 
28.0 H322 
28.0 GI322 


Bullet 
Hollister FB 
Hollister FB 
68 Levy BT 
62 Berger FB 
68 Euber BT 
68 Watson 
61 Brawand FB 
68 Euber FB 
68 Watson 
Euber 


Gunsmith 
Masker 
Greenawalt 


Scope 
B&L36 
Leup. 36 
B&L36 
Leup. 36 
Leup. 36 
Leup. 36 
Leup. 36 
Leup. 36 
B&L36 
Leup. 24X 


SCWOON OU FWP 


= 


All 6PPC Caliber and Federal 205M primers. 


HEAVY BENCH 

. J. Greer Hart Hart 
. G. Nagy CPS Hart 
. V. Giaimo Wichita Hart Greenawalt 
. P. Pfluke 40X Shilen Masker 

. Greenawalt Hall B Chanlyn Self 

. D. Rassier Hart 4a Hart R. Hart 

. H. Levy Hart Schneider Ventriglia 

. K. Miller Unl Wiseman Hammonds 
. F. Zarnay Wichita Hart Kelbly 

. B. Lembo Wichita Hart Masker 


= 


28.7 H322 
27.7 GI322 
28.8 H322 
27.0 H322 
28.5 GI322 
29.5 GI322 
28.1 GI322 
28.2 H322 
28.5 H322 
28.2 H322 


68 Euber BT 
68 Euber FB 
Hollister FB 
Euber 

68 Euber BT 
Own 68 FB 

68 Levy BT 

68 Watson 

65 Brawand FB 
Hollister FB 


Masker 
Mike Toth 


Ly-Sie 36 
Leup. 36 
Leup. 36 
Leup. 36 
Leup. 36 
Ly-Sie 40 
Ly-Sie 36 
Leup. 24 
Leup. 36 
B&L36 


SCHOOMON OA HLWND 


_ 


All 6PPC except P. Pfluke - 6MM SM WASP. All Federal 205M primers. 


ENGLISHTOWN 


The Englishtown (New Jersey) club hosted a heavy varmint class 
match as well as the New Jersey State heavy bench class champi- 
onships on the weekend of July 23rd. They had pretty decent 
weather for the weekend, and that was just about unknown in the 
Northeast this summer. Usually the weather was hot enough to fry 
eggs on your machine rest, or the rain was coming down in large 
bucketfulls. 

Jim Greer was a convincing winner of the heavy bench class, and 
took small group honors as well, with a .153 figure. Top ten (14 
shooters) were as follows: 1.) Jim Greer .2498, 2.) Geza Nagy 
.2992, 3.) Vince Giaimo .2992, 4.) Peter Pfluke .3086, 5.) Jim 
Greenawalt .3236, 6.) Dan Rassier .3578, 7.) Howard Levy .3674, 
8.) K.L. Miller .3762, 9.) Frank Zarnay .3770, 10.) Bob Lembo 
.3830. 

Bob Lembo and Vince Giaimo had a real hook-out in the heavy 
varmint class, with Lembo finally pulling the chestnuts out of the fire 


PENNSYLVANIA 
1000 YARD 


BENCHREST 
CLUB 
INC. 


National Championship 
.50 Caliber Match 


with his last group, a mighty impressive .062 official screamer. We 
note that the good Mr. Giaimo also worked himself up to official 
screamer accomplishments, via an .092 group. Top ten for the 
class: 1.) Bob Lembo .1904, 2.) Vince Giaimo .1952, 3.) Howard 
Levy .2588, 4.) Frank Zarnay .2764, 5.) Jim Greenawalt .2866, 6.) 
George Ulrich .2946, 7.) Bob White .2988, 8.) Geza Nagy .3024, 9.) 
Denny Hartman .3122, 10.) Ernie Whitsett .3480. 

Two gun aggregate, and it was Vince Giaimo’s turn for a big, 
convincing win: 1.) Vince Giaimo .2472, 2.) Bob Lembo .2867, 3.) 
Geza Nagy .3008, 4.) Jim Greenawalt .3051, 5.) Howard Levy 
.3131, 6.) Frank Zarnay .3267, 7.) K.L. Miller .3763, 8.) Dan Rassier 
.3933, 9.) Bill Gaddy .3991, 10.) Bob White .4083. 
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Sarah A. Morgan 


On June 18th and 19th the Original 1000 Yard Benchrest Club 
sponsored the Third Annual National Championship .50 caliber 
match. The first two such matches were held in Lodi, Wisconsin in 
1986 and in Reno, Nevada in 1987. There were 16 competitors 
from states such as Idaho, Rhode Island, Maine, Michigan, Missouri, 
Wyoming, Texas, Tennessee, New Jersey, Maryland and Penns- 
ylvania. Some sat, some knelt at the bench and one (our Bruce 
Seiler) laid on the ground. There was one woman shooter, April 
McMurdo, who drove in with her husband Lynn all the way from 
Afton, Wyoming. The weather was sunny and warm and the wind 
blew for them too. Each shot was spotted and each shooter was 
allowed a coach. At final count it was Eric Williams of St. Peters, 
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Missouir first in both group and score aggregate. His average group 
was 20.95 inches and his average score was 43.4 out of 50. Bruce 
Seiler of Annapolis was second in group and score. Jim Unger of 
Mifflinburg was third. And the only woman, April, came in fifth. Alsoa 
special relay was held with no sighters. It was one shot for closest to 
center won by April McMurdo with 5.250 inches. They had large 
trophies and lots of prizes and every shooter won something. The 
remark was made that our Range was the nicest they had been on 
and arrangements are being made to have them back in two years. 
We enjoyed seeing a different version of our shooting sport but give 
me my 300 Winchester Magnum any day! 


Magnums Not For 
These Two Guys 


Tom Leighton and Randy Tinsly certainly don’t need magnums to shoot 
1000 yards. It seems that .236 Cal. is shooting well for both of them. 


I'll tell you what | know about the .236. Tom Leighton is the gunsmith 
behind these two guns. Tom’s gun sports a 30” stainless steel barrel by 
Rocky Mountain with his own action design fiber glass stock. The total 
gun lot, with scope, weigh about 30 Ibs. Tom’s case is the 257 Roberts 
case with a 30 degree shoulder. Randy's case, on the other hand, isa.243 
Wincase with a 30 degree shoulder. Both Tom and Randy use custom 105 
gr. 6mm bullets. They tell me that these little 6mm bullets are leaving the 
muzzle between 3600 and 3700 feet per second. Tom proved that his gun 
could shoot under 10” at 1000 yards in the 6th match. Tom fired a 7.968” 
group to win his relay and get him in the shoot offs, where he took 4th 
place. 


By the way, Randy Tinsley started out shooting .22 bullets at 1000 
yards. Now that he’s shooting the 6mm bullets and doing quite well, | 
wonder if he’s thought about the 7mm or maybe .30 Cal bullets. Hard to 
tell what this guy might do at 1000 yards. Can’t wait to see the case he 
chooses. 

Ted Morgan 


Match #8 
Winning Equipment 
7 Relays - 65 Shooters 


Name Group Cal. BBI. Scope Gunsmith 
Ted Morgan 11.218 .300 Win. Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Boyd Shepler 6.687 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
DISQUALIFIED 

Les Hagerman 9.875 308 Sup. Hart Unertl Gene Graybill 
Jim Berfield 10.125 7mm Hart B&Ll Howard Wolfe 
Bill Hagerman 13.406 308 Sup. Hart Unertl Gene Graybill 
Les Wilcox 12.000 308 Sup. Hart Unertl Gene Graybill 
Name Score Cal. BBI. Scope Gunsmith 
Bob MacGeorge 93 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Tom Leighton 89 .236 R. Mtn. Leupold Tom Leighton 
Mark King 84 300 Wby. Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
George Reeder 93 300 Win. Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Randy Tinsley 91 .236 Short Hart Leupold Tom Leighton 
Don Roddy 87 300 Win. Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Betty Lauver 91 300 Win. Hart Tasco Unknown 


Shoot Off Winner Score 
Betty Lauver 90 
High Scorers of the Day 
Bob MacGeorge 93 
Les Hagerman 93 
George Reeder 93 
Les Wilcox 93 


Shoot Off Winner Group 
Les Hagerman 11.750 
Smallest Group Fired 

Boyd Shepler 6.687 
Closest to Center 
Lori King .562 
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Match #7 
Winning Equipment 
7 Relays - 70 Shooters 


Name Group’ Cal. BBI. Scope Gunsmith 
Bruce Baer 7.250 30BGS-SrOber. Unertl Bruce Baer 
George Reeder 10.500 300 Win. Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Ken Lowmiller 10.125 308 Sup. R. BBI.  Unertl Gene Graybill 
Greg Mizopalko 9.968 30CH Hart Unertl Clarence Hammond 
Jim Chapman 9.250 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Earl Chronister 11.437 30-378 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Gene Graybill 12.375 308 Sup. Hart Unertl Gene Graybill 
Name Score Cal. BBI. Scope Gunsmith 
Tom Petrazala 95 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Fred Wise 90 7mm Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Ray Laudenslager 93 30-378 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
J.J. Bradley 87 308 Sup. Hart Unertl Gene Graybill 
Shirley Graybill 87 308 Sup. Hart Unertl Gene Graybill 
Rick Taylor 90 30 Taylor Hart Redfield W. Hart 
Henry Chapman 84 300 Wby. Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 


Shoot Off Winner Group 
Greg Mizopalko 18.062 


Smallest Group Fired 
Bruce Baer 7.250 


Shoot Off Winner Score 
Shirley Graybill 85 
High Score of the Day 
Tom Petrazala 95 
George Reeder 95. 


Largest Group Fired 
Tony Wool 32.125 


Closest to Center 
Tom Petrazala .312 


Match #9 
Winning Equipment 
7 Relays - 68 Shooters 


Name Group Cal. BBI. Scope Gunsmith 
Henry Chapman 6.500 300 Wby. Hart Unertl Unknown 
Phylis Burk 7.125: 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Ray Laudenslager 9.500 30.378 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Greg Mizopalko 8.187 30 CH Hart Unertl Clarence Hammond 
Bob MacGeorge 9.187 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Mark King 9.187 300 Wby. Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Bob Wolfe 11.750 30.378 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Name Score Cal. BBI. Scope Gunsmith 
Roy Mummey 93 7mm Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Les Hagerman 83 308 Sup. Hart Unertl Gene Graybill 
Bruce Baer 92 30BGS__ Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Tom Petrzola 93 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Tanya Ridenour 91 Unknown R. Unertl Unknown 
John Shackelton 95 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Shirley Graybill 92 308 Sup. Hart Unertl Gene Graybill 


Shoot Off Winner Group 
Phylis Burk 9.937 


Shoot Off Winner Score 
Roy Mummey 88 


Smallest Group Fired 
Henry Chapman 6.500 


High Score of the Day 
John Shackelton 95 


Closest to Center 
Clay Weaver .375 


Largest Group Fired 
Clay Weaver 25.625 
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TEMPORARY RULES PASSED AT THE 


1. Modify the last sentence of Section V, 


Paragraph G, Subparagraph 6 to read: 

. .. To this measurement shall be added 

a penalty of one quarter minute of angle 

for each shot cross-fired. 

. Modify Section III.T.1.a.i) to include the 

following: 

HV Grand Agg Winner (to be known as 

memorial to all deceased Benchresters) 

. Modify IIIl.C.6 to read as follows: 

6) Preregistration for IBS Champion- 
ships shall be required at least 30 


INTERNATIONAL 
BENCHREST SHOOTERS 


IBS OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT 
Robert A. White 
8 New Jersey Avenue 
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849 
Phone: (201) 663-5159 (home) 


VICE PRESIDENT and 
MATCH SCHEDULE CHMN. 
Dennis Collins 
R.D. #4, Box 4875 
E. Stroudsburg, Pa. 18301 
Phone: (717) 424-8761 


2nd VICE PRESIDENT 
John Brown Jr. 
Rt. #1, Box 223 
McGaheysville, Va. 22840 
Phone: (703) 289-5365 


1/16/88 ANNUAL MEETING 


days in advance of the Champion- 
ships. Prepayment of fees is not re- 
quired. However a written declaration 
of intent to attend is required. There 
will be a mandatory late fee of $10.00 
assessed for all registrations (written 
declaration of intent to attend) re- 
ceived after 30 days before the 
Championship. Should a preregis- 
tered competitor pay the fees in ad- 
vance and then be unable to attend, 
the total fees paid will be refunded. 


4. Reword Section Ill.J to read as follows: 


Any competitor in a registered tourna- 
ment who feels aggrieved at a decision 
of the Range Officer or Referee may be- 
fore leaving the range on the day that the 
grievance arose and upon the payment 
of $10.00 appeal the decision by filing 
written notice with the Range Officer. 
The full written grievance must be mailed 
to the appropriate committee (Varmint, 
Score or Heavy Bench) and postmarked 
within 48 hours of the tournament. The 
statement should include: 
1. Reason for appeal. 
2. Rule being broken. 
3. Names of Referees, Range Officer, 
Scorer, etc. where appropriate. 
4. Name of Competitor breaking the 
rule. 


BACK ISSUES 


5. Statement must be signed. 

The appropriate committee will investi- 
gate the appeal and forward all findings 
to the Executive Board. The Executive 
Board decision is final. If the appeal is 
sustained, the protest fee shall be re- 
turned. If the appeal is overruled, the fee 
will be forfeited to the IBS. 


. Add Paragraph W to Section Ill. Para- 


graph W to read as follows: 

All registered IBS Tournaments (Score 
and Group) must have an IBS Rulebook 
available at the range. 


. Modify Section III.K by adding the follow- 


ing: 

. .. The official Score bulletin shall list the 
names of the Referees and Official Scor- 
er. 


. Add paragraph 4 to Section IlI.T as fol- 


lows: 

4) ROOKIE AWARD 
Any Group Shooting competitor that 
has two years or less experience in 
Group shooting competition shall be 
eligible to compete for the Rookie 
Award. The Benchrest Shooting All 
Stars Chairperson shall keep records 
based on achieving 1 point for each 
competitor beaten at registered tour- 
naments. Rookies need to be desig- 
nated in the match results (Official 
Score Bulletin). The Award will con- 
sist of a Keeper plaque paid for by 
Precision Shooting. 


. Light Varmint Class Restrictions. 


are available from: John Hollister, R.D. #2, 
Box 2395, Whitehall, New York 12887-9539. 
Inquiries by mail only, please. Make checks 
payable to Precision Shooting. 
1-24 issues, $2.00 apiece 
over 24 issues, $1.50 apiece 


The agenda item to restrict the Light Var- 
mint Class to .240 or smaller was reject- 
ed at the 1/16/88 meeting with a stipula- 
tion that restrictions of the LV or SP class 
not be entertained on the agenda for the 
next three years. 


TREASURER 
Brian Hollister 
R.F.D. #2, Box 60 
Whitehall, New York 12887 
Phone: (518) 499-1569 


SECRETARY 
James Greenawalt 
102 Brandon Road 
Yonkers, New York 10704 
Phone: (914) 776-1581 


INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST SHOOTERS APPLICATION 
RECORDING SECRETARY 


Joan Borden NAME 

R.D. #1 Box 244A 

Tunkhannock, Pa. 18657 ADDRESS 

Phone: (717) 833-2234 Me ap teu cee = ee 
PAST PRESIDENT (___) IBS Membership and Precision Shooting Magazine — $30/year 

James F. Borden (__) Associate Membership — Must live in same household as a Regular Member — 


R.D. #1 Box 244A 

Tunkhannock, Pa. 18657 P 

Phone: (717) 833-2234 (__) Junior member — 17 and under — no magazine — $5.00/year 

( ) Overseas Membership — Includes Precision Shooting Magazine $42.50 in US Funds for Surface Mail 
$60.00 in US Funds for Air Mail 

David D. Brennan 


37 Burnham Street ( ) Life Membership — includes Precision Shooting Magazine — $300.00 in US Funds 


East Hartford, Conn. 06108 (__) Club Membership $37.50 for American Continents 
Phone: (203) 289-8775 $42.50 Overseas (US Funds only) 
Work (203) 643-1157 


receives no magazine — $5.00/year 


IBS EDITOR 


MAIL MEMBERSHIPS TO: JOAN BORDEN, R.D. #1 Box 244A, Tunkhannock, Pa. 18657 
Make checks payable to IBS. 
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IBS Annual 
MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING 
January 13 & 14, 1989 


GEORGE WASHINGTON LODGE 
ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
(215) 433-0131 


AGENDA: 

Friday Evening - January 13 
Social gathering in IBS 

Suite reserved for Bob White 

Soda, beer, chips, pretzels 
assorted munchies and 
lively conversation 

6:00 PM until 11:00 PM 


Saturday - January 14 
Membership and Board of 
Directors Meetings 
8:00 AM until 6:00 PM 
(reserved time) 

Open Membership Meeting 

Introductory Remarks 

Committee Reports 

Special Announcements 

Financial Report 

Old Business 
Approval or rejection of temporary 
rule changes used in 1988 (See list 
with this announcement) 

New Business 
Approval or rejection of items sub- 
mitted as 1 year trial rule changes 
for 1989 (See list with this an- 
nouncement) 

Adjourn Membership Meeting 

Open Board of Directors Meeting 

Ratify action taken in Membership 

Meeting 

Set Championship Schedule and Lo- 

cations for 1989 

Address matters of club or range in- 

terest with Director Reps. 

Adjourn 

Informal Social Time 


Breaks will be taken in the morning and af- 
ternoon — coffee, soda and danishes will 
be provided. 


A buffet lunch will be available at a cost of 
$6.95 per person (all you can eat). The 
menu will include hot and cold entrees, sal- 
ads, garnishes, rolls and desserts 


20 rooms have been tentatively reserved 
for member booking by December 14, 
1988. 


Room rates $42.00 per night for singles or 
doubles; $48.00 triple, $54.00 Quad. 
All rates are plus tax. 


George Washington Lodge offers: indoor 
pool with jacuzzi and Sauna at pool side, 
George’s Tavern with Happy Hour from 
5:00-7:00 M-F, Oldies Night 9:00PM- 
1:00AM Fri. Restaurant, Shopping Malls 
and sites of interest are nearby. 


See map insert for area directions. 
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1989 AGENDA ITEMS 


. Ratify or reject temporary rule changes 


made at the 1988 annual meeting. 


. Change the format of the annual meet- 


ing to include workshops, seminars, in- 
structional programs, ETC. 


. Execute a four year moratorium on all 


rule changes (during this moratorium 
the executive board will be able to 
make any rule changes it deems neces- 
sary in order to carry out the business 
of the corporation). 


. Adopt the following safety rule: All 


smoking is prohibited in any area that is 
used for communal loading at all IBS 
registered matches. Any violation of 
this safety rule will be grounds for auto- 
matic disqualification. 


. Adopt the following rule: All referees at 


all IBS registered matches must be IBS 
members in good standing. 


. Adopt the following changes: Re-word 


rule book #8,sec.III,B,paragraph 2) to 
read: The host club shall forward to the 
headquarters of IBS, within four weeks 
of the tournament, all registration cards 
together with a registration fee of one 
dollar ($1.00) per day. 


. Adopt the following change: Re-word 


rulebook #8,sec.III,B,paragraph 2) to 
read: two dollars ($2.00) per day. 


. Adopt the following changes: Re-word 


rulebook #8,sec.III,C,paragraph 2) to 
read: A registration fee of fifteen dollars 


7th St. Exit 


GEORGE 
WASHINGTON 
LODGE 


10. 


11. 


12. 


($15.00) for each days course of fire in 
championship tournaments is the maxi- 
mum fee approved. If both stages or 
two classes are fired in one day an addi- 
tional fee of seven dollars and fifty cents 
($7.50) may be charged. Host clubs of 
championship tournaments must pro- 
vide participation patches. 


. Adopt the following: All agenda items 


must be submitted to the agenda item 
committee no later than August 1, prior 
to the annual meeting 

Adopt the following: All ranges holding 
a registered match must have an oper- 
ating telephone and a first aid kit on 
hand, in the event of an emergency, 
even if IBS must bear the expense. 
Complete the up-date of rulebook #8 
by adding the IBS Bylaws starting with 
Article | page 31 thru Article XX! page 
46 of rulebook #7 after doing so dis- 
solve all previous issues of the 
rulebook. IBS, at a fee, will make the 
updated rulebook available to all mem- 
bers and clubs. 

Adopt the following safety rule: At no 
time after the registered match has 
begun will any person, other than range 
personnel or referees, be permitted 
down range until the days course of fire 
has been completed. Any person violat- 
ing this safety rule will be automatically 
disqualified. 


7th St. Exit 


Pro-Shot 
Products 


Manufacturer of 
Gun Cleaning Supplies 


100% Cotton Flannel 
Gun Cleaning Patches 


Pro-Shot Brass 
Core/Bronze 
Bristle Brushes 
Stainless Steel 


SHILEN RIFLES 
CONGRATULATES 


TONY BOYER 
KEEZLETOWN, VIRGINIA 


Tony Boyer’s 1988 success was without precedent 
in benchrest competition. In IBS and NBRSA Na- 
tional Championships he won four range aggre- 
gates, three Grand aggregates and both 3-Gun ti- 
tles. That Tony used Shilen Select Match barrels 
exclusively is a source of pride and inspiration to 


Cleaning Rods 
Bore Guides 


Dealer Inquiry Invited 
Write or Call for Free Catalog 


Pro-Shot Products 
P.O. Box 396 
Taylorville, |L 62568 
(217) 824-9133 


everyone at Shilen Rifles. 


=~ 


Hac CARE CAINE HH 


ACM CGE GARD B00 


CASE-GARD' 


eer 
or 
RIFLE AMMO 


Whatever his interest, 
the rifle enthusiast will find an MTM CASE-GARD ammo 
box or carrier designed to meet his every need. 


Products offered include 9 round Ammo Wallets for the 
hunter’s pocket; 10 round BUF-10 for the most widely 
used African big game cartridges; belt-carried CASE- 
GARD 20 and Ammo Holster; 20 round Slip Top boxes; , 
the original CASE-GARD 50 and 60 series; and 100 
round boxes for the competitive shooter and serious 
plinker .. . plus rimfire carriers. Zé 
For more information see your MTM Dealer. 
liter. cz _MTM Molded Products Company 
UJ WMuUU P.O. Box 14117 @ Dayton, Ohio 45414 © (513) 890-7461 
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For information on the complete line of Shilen products send $2.00 for a set of up-to-date Data Sheets. 


SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 


205 Metro Park Blvd. e Ennis, Texas 75119 


(214) 875-5318 


Neil Jones’ 
astom Producte 
Our Business is Serving the 


\LJov, Precision Shooter 


a Custom Products is dedicated to 
\ the design and manufacture of 
—— high quality tools and equipment. 
‘SC Rory J Our customers are competitive 
a / 7 shooters, dedicated ballistics ex- 
—3— perimenters, and varmint hunters . . . 
those who take their hobby seriously. Unlike 
large shops, we cater to wild catters and like minded 
innovators. 
The Custom Products line consists of the super-precise 
Micro Measure, adjustable neck sizing and bullet seating 
dies; 7/8 -14 threaded neck sizers; tool steel 48" cleaning 
rods; an action cleaning kit; bore guides for cleaning 
rods; a decapping tool... and MUCH MORE. 
We have American Brass to sell and 7/8 x 14 Threaded 
Forming Dies, Micro Neck Sizer, and Micro Bullet Seat- 
er to go with it. 
If, after reviewing our brochure you have questions, or if 
you need something not readily available, we hope you 
will write or call so we can perhaps help solve the 
problem. Latest Catalog and Price List — Only $1.00 


We accept and @Q 


Custom Products 
R.D. 1, Box 483-A e Saegertown, PA 16433 
(814) 763 2769 
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